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Good Samaritan Part 2: Love Neighbour

Luke 10:25-37


This morning we cover part 2 


	 of our exploration of the Good Samaritan parable.


Last week, Elaine walked us through


	 the preamble to the parable


	 	 which involves this discussion between an expert of the Law


	 	 	 (that is the Law of Moses)


	 	 	 	 and Jesus.


And the expert in the Law starts 


	 by asking a classic question that rabbis 


	 	 would typically engage in when debating theology 


	 	 	 in the public square. 


More often than not these debates 


	 were a way of one-up-ing each other


	 	 and proving just how much they knew about Scripture.


As Jesus and this expert in the Law


	 dialogue back and forth about this question,


	 	 What shall I do to inherit eternal life?
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We find the answer is in the greatest commandment,


	 Love the Lord your God with all your heart…soul…strength… 

mind; and love your neighbour as yourself. Lk 10:27


Elaine unpacked for us


	 that this love involves being all in.


	 	 It’s an all encompassing love;


	 	 	 It’s the same kind of love that God has for us.


	 	 	 	 It’s the same active, engaged, committed love 


	 	 	 	 	 that God displays to us in Jesus.


And the preamble ends


	 with Jesus’ challenge,


	 	 Do this and you will live.


- - -


Now this may seem like old material.


	 I imagine those of us who have grown up in the church


	 	 have heard a sermon or two on the Good Samaritan


	 	 	 and might feel that we’re covering 


	 	 	 	 basic Christian material.


Last week and this week


	 we’re rooting ourselves in this passage
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	 	 with the anticipation that we’ll explore more practically 


	 	 	 how this passage relates to us as a congregation 


	 	 	 	 in the last two weeks in the series.


We need to root ourselves in the text first


	 because if we jump straight into the practicalities


	 	 we’ll be like the seed that falls on rocky places:


“It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 

But when the sun came up, the plants were 

scorched, and they withered because they had no 

root.” Mt 13:5-6 

We need to root ourselves in the text first


	 so that everything we imagine, question and envision


	 	 will be rooted in the text that reveals JESUS to us.


- - -


This morning we pick up 


	 with the expert of the Law’s response to Jesus’ exhortation;


	 	 he poses another question:


	 	 	 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus,  

“And who is my neighbour?” Lk 10:29
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In this one verse


	 we have a word that often sets Jesus off: justify.


	 	 The word used indicates the idea of


	 	 	 proclaiming righteousness.


The expert in the Law


	 wanted to prove his worth; his knowledge about the Law.


In his original response to Jesus


	 about how he read the Law,


	 	 the expert in the Law quotes Leviticus 19:18


Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against 

anyone among your people, but love your 

neighbour as yourself. I AM the LORD.


The context of Leviticus


	 is a listing of various laws that would set Israel apart;


	 	 making Israel distinct from every other nation.


So when this Law was given (…love your neighbour…)


	 it was within the context of God’s People.


	 	 Your neighbour was your fellow Jew


	 	 	 who looked like you, thought like you, behaved like you.


Scholar Fred Craddock states,
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“To ask “Who is my neighbour” could imply selectivity, that some are 

neighbours and some are not, and therefore, Who are the ones I am to 

love?”  
1

The Expert in the Law in testing Jesus, 


	 is also trying to find a loop hole in what he’s required to do. 


	 	 He’s cheapening love.


So who is my neighbour?


	 Jesus responds with a parable.


When this passage has been preached before


	 a lot of pastors like to point out reasons or theories on why 


	 	 the priest and Levite (a temple leader)


	 	 	 would pass to the other side of the road. 


This is often intriguing information to hear


	 but ultimately takes away from the point of the parable.


	 	 Regardless of the reasons why they’d pass to the other side


	 	 	 what matters to parable is the starting of verse 33:


	 	 	 	 BUT A SAMARITAN!


 Craddock, Fred B. Interpretation: Luke. (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2009),150.1
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When Jesus was telling this parable


	 anyone listening (including Jesus’ own disciples)


	 	 would’ve straightened up to listen carefully.


	 	 	 What we don’t realize is that Jesus drops 


	 	 	 	 a socio-cultural bomb on his listeners.


A Samaritan?!


	 If we look back one chapter in Luke 


	 	 we’ll hear from Jesus’ disciple’s own mouths


	 	 	 the common view of Samaritans from Jewish people:


[Jesus] sent messengers on ahead, who went 

into a Samaritan village to get things ready for 

him; but the people there did not welcome him…

When the disciples James and John saw this, 

they asked, ‘Lord, do you want us to call fire 

down from heaven to destroy them?’” Lk 9:51-56


“Samaritans were descendants 


	 of a mixed population occupying the land 


	 	 following the conquest by Assyria.… 


They opposed rebuilding the temple and Jerusalem (Ezra 4:2-5; Neh. 2:19) 


	 and constructed their own place of worship on Mount Gerizim. 		 
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Ceremonially unclean, socially outcast, and religiously a heretic, 


	 the Samaritan is the very opposite of the lawyer 


	 	 as well as the priest and the Levite.” 
2

	 	 	 The Samaritan did not fit into the same category.


In the coming weeks we’ll take a closer look 


	 what the Samaritan does in the parable


	 	 in order to flesh out how we as a congregation 


	 	 	 can practically embody this text 


But this morning I want us to focus in on 


	 the significance of this dialogue 


	 	 between Jesus and the expert in the Law.


This parable is a word of caution to the religious.


	 As Elaine mentioned last week,


	 	 it’s not enough to just declare faith with our mouths,


	 	 	 we need to do something about it. 


A few Sundays ago I preached


	 it’s possible to have faith in God that doesn’t lead to salvation.


 (Craddock, 150).2
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	 	 Jesus calls the expert in the Law of just that.


The expert in the Law is eager 


	 to share all his knowledge about God. 


	 	 He’s been to seminary; he’s read theology books; 


	 	 	 he’s memorized Scripture passages; 


	 	 	 	 he has early morning devotions so he starts 


	 	 	 	 	 each day with Scripture; 


	 	 	 	 	 	 he has confidence to speak out 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 in public about his faith. 


Outwardly we can tell he’s devoted in his faith 


	 and should be a mature follower of YHWH.


But Jesus tests the legitimacy of his faith,


	 and reveals the hole that proves his faith is misplaced.


	 	  Does his life reflect the faith/theology he proclaims?


We’ll notice that Jesus doesn’t ask


	 Who is the Samaritan’s neighbour?


	 	 He asks,


	 	 	 Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to  
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the man who fell into the hands of robbers?


I imagine this scene unfolding


	 and at this point the Law expert’s blood is boiling;


	 	 his face red with anger as he responds,


	 	 	 The one who had mercy on him.


	 	 	 	 Knowing full well that in the context of the parable,


	 	 	 	 	 that one is a Samaritan: 


	 	 	 	 	 	 ceremonially unclean, social outcast, 


	 	 	 	 	 	 religious heretic, enemy of the Jews.


Jesus finishes the conversation


	 with the same exhortation he gave in verse 28:


	 	 Go and do likewise.


Jesus’ parable 


	 shatters the categories that we make 


	 	 to determine who is or is not part of God’s people.


The Law Expert believed himself a child of God


	 based on the extensive knowledge he had about Scripture


	 	 and living an exemplary Jewish life.
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	 	 	 He could prove his faith; he could quote Scripture;


	 	 	 	 he could logically make a case for why God exists.


Scholar Fred Craddock states,


“Asking questions for the purpose of gaining an advantage over 

another is not a kingdom exercise. Neither is asking questions with no 

intention of implementing the answer. The goal of witnessing or of 

theological conversation is not to outwit another…Having right 

answers does not mean one knows God…Jesus did not say to the 

lawyer, ‘Great answer! You are my best pupil.’ Rather, Jesus said, ‘Go 

and do.’” 
3

The parable of the Good Samaritan 


	 is a warning to the self righteous;


	 	 to the one who believes that because they know 


	 	 	 what the Bible says, that somehow that’s all they need.


Jesus challenges this thinking


	 and it takes the example of the Jews’ enemy


	 	 (who not believing or following the same theology as them)


	 	 	 was being held as a higher example of God’s love 


 ibid.3
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	 	 	 	 than the expert in the Law 


	 	 	 	 	 who was so devoted to Scripture.


So what is the good news for us today?


	 Perhaps you’ve heard sermons on this parable


	 	 and the sermon ended with a call to be a Good Samaritan.


	 	 	 The preacher holds up the example 


	 	 	 	 that Jesus gave his listeners


	 	 	 	 	 and says, “Go and do likewise.”


Certainly this is one way of interpreting this parable.


	 But I confess it leaves us with a high bar of expectation.


	 	 Perhaps we feel like this is a nice vision to aim for


	 	 	 but unrealistic to implement.


To that thinking I’d like to give 


	 a warning and encouragement.


The warning is,  

	 that we don’t fall into the trap the Law expert fell into:


	 	 believing that since Jesus did all the heavy lifting
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	 	 	 that now I can simply read my Bible, 


	 	 	 	 focus on my own personal salvation 


	 	 	 	 	 and wait for heaven.


It’s true that JESUS lives this example for us,


	 but He also beckons us to follow Him.


	 	 That is, if we want to truly know God;


	 	 	 if we want to deepen our love for God;


	 	 	 	 we need to go where JESUS goes


	 	 	 	 	 and do what JESUS does.


JESUS recognizes 


	 the intimate connection between loving God and loving neighbour.


	 	 You can’t love one without loving the other.


And so we’re left with the same question


	 WHO IS OUR NEIGHBOUR?


	 	 We don’t ask in the same way the Expert in the Law asks


	 	 	 (trying to get by with the bare minimum),


	 	 	 	 but we ask so that we might 


	 	 	 	 	 genuinely follow Jesus.


OUR NEIGHBOUR  

is anyone God cares about  
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who is in need. 

This can be uncomfortable for us.


	 Because this includes, 


murders, adulterers, prostitutes, drug dealers, people 

associated with the LGBTQI community, addicts, the 

underprivileged, squatters, liberals, conservatives, Christians, 

Muslims, Sikhs, lawyers, politicians, teachers, social workers, 

the Silent Generation, Baby Boomers, Generation X, 

Millennials, Gen Z’s…the list goes on.


OUR NEIGHBOUR  

is anyone God cares about  

who is in need. 

It is extremely tempting for us 


	 to love those who fit within the same Christian category as us.


	 	 Often these categories are formed by theological preferences, 


	 	 	 which can be important and in some cases 


	 	 	 	 might be worth dying over. 


But despite our differences in theology and biblical interpretation, 


	 we mustn’t allow ourselves to become an isolated Christian ghetto




Sunday, January 28, 2018 �14

	 	 where we only love the people who agree with us.


	 	 	 JESUS calls us into something much greater than that;


	 	 	 	 more complete than that.


The parable of the Good Samaritan


	 reveals God’s welcoming in a larger people group


	 	 into His covenant promises.


OUR NEIGHBOUR  

is anyone God cares about  

who is in need.


	 	 	 These are the people we are to love. 

Now this might seem like a daunting task


	 and so here’s the encouragement:


	 	 as I’ve been immersing myself in this parable


	 	 	 I’ve come to realize one interpretation is 


	 	 	 	 that it’s actually not about us at all.


The parable of the Good Samaritan


	 is actually about Jesus.


We (like everyone else in the world) are the one at the side of the road.
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	 Beaten down by sin; our doubts, fears, worries, vices, idolatries.


	 	 They leave us broken, helpless and left for dead.


Trendy theologies and various teachings on the Bible 


	 pass us by but can’t provide us with the aid we need.


Empty practices, rituals, and traditions also pass by


	 but unless they point beyond themselves to something greater,


	 	 they are just as useless and don’t bring us healing.


Only that Greater One,


	 who came down the road toward Jerusalem


	 	 who reached down and touched us;


	 	 	 who took it upon Himself to bring us healing,


	 	 	 	 who paid the price for our healing


	 	 	 	 	 and who promised to come again.


Only JESUS provides us with the healing we need.


This parable isn’t about us having to measure up 


	 to the ridiculously high bar outlined in the parable


	 	 (with all the social, religious and cultural significance 


	 	 	 that is outlined in it). 


This parable reveals JESUS to us 




Sunday, January 28, 2018 �16

	 that we might see once again the RADICAL LOVE He has for us, 


	 	 and then hear the call “Go and do likewise.” 


Our efforts to emulate/resemble the Good Samaritan 


	 are a response to the example JESUS gave us. 


To LOVE God is to love God the way JESUS does; 


	 to LOVE neighbour is to love our neighbour as JESUS does; 


	 	 our neighbour is the same neighbour 


	 	 	 that JESUS has…everyone!


So we can find encouragement


	 that our living up to the example of this parable


	 	 is by no means the point of the parable.


	 	 	 Jesus lived that example for us.


But we can’t take His perfection for granted.


	 He also beckons us to Go and do likewise.


JESUS has revealed to us His RADICAL LOVE.


	 And calls us to spread that RADICAL LOVE 


	 	 to anyone who needs it. 
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	 	 	 May we have such courage and boldness


	 	 	 	 to LOVE RADICALLY 

everyone God cares about who is in need. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 Amen.


