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Good Samaritan Part 3:  
RADICAL LOVE OF GOD PRACTICED 

Luke 10:25-37


Prayer…


We are in the third week of our Good Samaritan series,


	 and we’re looking at how we - as individuals and a congregation -


	 	 can embody this parable with a new intentionality.


Over the last two weeks 


	 we approached this passage exegetically.


	 	 That is we’ve looked at details within the passage


	 	 	 (the cultural, literary, and biblical significance).


Today (and next week)


	 we’ll be taking a more thematic approach


	 	 (drawing references from the rest of Scripture)


	 	 	 to start exploring what we can do and are doing 


	 	 	 	 practically so we can grow in our intentionality 


	 	 	 	 	 of living out this passage every day.


As with any series


	 this is not going to be exhaustive
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	 	 but my hope is that we’ll start thinking more intentionally


	 	 	 about how this passage invites us to live our faith


	 	 	 	 as we witness to Jesus in the city of Kingston.


- - -


Two weeks ago


	 Elaine unpacked the preamble of the parable for us.


	 	 We heard what must be done to inherit real life:


Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your strength and with all 

your mind; and Love your neighbour as yourself. 
1

If we were to summarize this parable


	 into its basic teaching message


	 	 we might say that it’s about


RADICALLY LOVING GOD 

and RADICALLY LOVING NEIGHBOUR.


This morning we’re going to look at 


 Luke 10:271
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	 the theme of RADICALLY LOVING GOD.


	 	 And in the first sermon of the series,


	 	 	 Elaine told us that RADICALLY LOVING GOD  

means we are ALL IN.


But what exactly 


	 does ALL IN look like practically?


Throughout the Bible


	 we hear God stating “I AM the LORD” 163 times.


	 	 Throughout Scripture, there is this undercurrent theme


	 	 	 of God beckoning His People to know Him;


	 	 	 	 to know He is the LORD, YHWH;


	 	 	 	 	 to know He is God, the God, 


	 	 	 	 	 	 who made the heavens and the earth.


So in order for us to RADICALLY LOVE GOD — to be ALL IN — 

	 there is a deep connection with knowing Him as the LORD.


Luke conveys this idea of ALL IN


	 by referencing the four categories of a human being:


	 	 heart…soul…strength….mind.
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So to be ALL IN involves 


	 knowing God as LORD


	 	 of our heart, soul, strength and mind - ultimately meaning


	 	 	 we know God as LORD within our whole being.


As we move forward

we’re going to explore the LORDship of God


	 	 in these areas of our lives


	 	 	 so that we might imagine practical ways 


	 	 	 	 we can live out this passage 


	 	 	 	 	 as individuals and a church community.


KNOWINGGODASLORDHEART


Canadian philosopher, James Smith, comments:


“Our wants and longings and desires are at the core of our identity, the 

wellspring from which our actions and behaviour flow. Our wants 

reverberate from our heart, the epicentre of the human person.”  2

In his book You Are What You Love,


 Smith, James K. A. You Are What You Love. (Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 2016), 2.2
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	 Smith fleshes out the notion


	 	 that every human being worships something.

Either we worship God, fame, wealth, reputation,

another person, even ourselves.

The human heart will always seek to worship something;

to surrender itself to something or someone.


When it comes to knowing God as LORD of our hearts


	 we’d be wise to turn our attention to King David,


	 	 known as the man after God’s own heart. 
3

Both King Saul and King David broke the commands of God.


	 But their fates were very different.


	 	 Saul lost the whole kingdom and his life.


Yet, David is forever known as a man after God’s own heart.


	 What is the difference between the two?


When Saul broke God’s commands


	 he had a tendency to try and make it better on his own.


 c.f. 1Samuel 13:13-14; Acts13:223
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	 	 Either he didn’t acknowledge he had done something wrong,


	 	 	 or, he believed himself to be gracious and compassionate


	 	 	 	 than what God was calling him to be,


	 	 	 	 	 and operated out of his own sense 


	 	 	 	 	 	 of righteousness	rather than trusting 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 and believing God’s Word. 
4

When David broke God’s commands,


	 we find his response in Psalm 51:


Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing 

love…I know my transgressions and my sin is always 

before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done 

what is evil in your sight… 
5

David’s heart submits to God’s authority.


	 He doesn’t try to justify his actions 


	 	 or prove how he was in the right.


	 	 	 He owns his mistake, 


	 	 	 	 recognizes the depth of his transgressions 


	 	 	 	 	 and cries out for mercy!


 1 Samuel 13:1-15; 15:1-11; 31:1-6.4

 Psalm 51:1, 3-4.5



February 4, 2018 �7

He turns to God 


	 because he knows that only God 


	 	 can make good come out of the evil he committed. 


	 	 	 Only God can restore him to the joy of God’s salvation.  
6

If the human heart really is the epicentre of a person


	 then the first step to RADICALLY LOVING GOD 


	 	 is the allow GOD to be LORD over our hearts;


	 	 	 to trust GOD to rule above 


	 	 	 	 our emotions, desires, longings.


If the heart is the core of us


	 it means we allow GOD to be LORD over our identity;


	 	 the very thing that makes us who we are,


	 	 	 is seen and understood through the eyes 


	 	 	 	 of GOD the Creator.


Only then can we begin to pray 


	 as David prayed in Psalm 51;


	 	 when we understand ourselves 


	 	 	 through the eyes of the LORD our GOD.


 Psalm 51:10-126
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In practice, we embody this identity


	 and view of ourselves through the eyes of God


	 	 in baptism, profession of faith and membership.


At each one of these points,


	 we declare ownership of our faith.


	 	 We declare our identity is rooted, 


	 	 	 not in what we think, say or do, 


	 	 	 	 but in what Christ thinks of us, 


	 	 	 	 	 says about us and did for us.


Our identity can’t be rooted 


	 in our emotions or longings because they’re fickle.


Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.  7

	 He alone is firm enough to stand on.


For God to be LORD of our hearts


	 is to trust in how God sees us through Jesus


	 	 not in how we see ourselves based on our changing emotions.


KNOWINGGODASLORDSOUL


When we are able to understand the core of ourselves


	 through the eyes of GOD,


 Hebrews 13:87
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	 	 we’ll find our desires and longings


	 	 	 will crave for more of God.


Psalm 63 depicts this for us:


O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for 

you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where 

there is no water.  8

When my family was in Cambodia to adopt my sister,


	 one day my brother and I got extremely dehydrated.


	 	 We spent an entire afternoon lying in bed


	 	 	 with a flat of water bottles.


I remember my Dad telling us,


	 “I want you to drink enough water that you feel sick of it…


	 	 then I want you to drink one more bottle.”


	 	 	 I also remember not reaching the point 


	 	 	 	 of feeling sick of water.


I was parched…dry…weary.


	 Every drop of water I had 


	 	 gave me enough strength to take another gulp;


 Psalm 63:1 (ESV)8
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	 	 	 to open another water bottle.


That longing, that unquenchable thirst


	 is what our souls go through after encountering God.


	 	 Once we have a taste, we just can’t stop.


	 	 	 God’s goodness is too great for us to ever feel sick of it.


	 	 	 	 We just keep seeking, longing, craving more of God


	 	 	 	 	 anticipating the day when we will 


	 	 	 	 	 	 finally see Him face to face.


To RADICALLY LOVE GOD


	 is to know the LORD our God


	 	 as the only satisfaction for that seeking, longing, craving.


	 	 	 Only God can quench our thirst.


As humans, 


	 we will always have this deep longing within us. 


	 	 If we’re not careful, we’ll be tempted to turn elsewhere 


	 	 	 to quench our thirst,


	 	 	 	 but nothing will satisfy but God.


This is why we gather regularly


	 to join in a community of believers


	 	 who keep us accountable and who speak God’s Word 
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	 	 	 into our lives so that we might find that satisfaction


	 	 	 	  in God and not pursue something else.


This community worships together,


	 prays together, studies together, meditates together.


Whether through a worship service, 


	 small group setting, 


	 	 or friends meeting for a coffee, 


	 	 	 we need to encourage each other with Scripture; 


	 	 	 	 to seek after God together.


KNOWINGGODASLORDSTRENGTH


As we seek God together


	 we find that in knowing the LORD our God 


	 	 we have a strength to endure such temptations, 


	 	 	 or trials, or persecutions.


Isaiah 40 states,


Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the 

everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth…He gives 

power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases 
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strength…they who want for the LORD shall renew their 

strength.  9

As Christians in North America


	 we really don’t know the intensity of persecution


	 	 that many Christians around the world experience.


We hear stories on the news


	 of people unloading bullets during a church service


	 	 and start to wonder, “Could that ever happen at our church?”


Seldom do we think of the countless Christians


	 who live that reality every time they get together for a Bible study.


Yet, in all the parts of the world


	 where Christianity is forbidden,


	 	 those are the places where the Church is thriving the most!


In Communist China,


	 the underground Church is growing rapidly.


	 	 Churches in Kenya are thriving and sending missionaries 


	 	 	 from Africa to North America to evangelize!


 Isaiah 40:28-319
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The Church thrives in conditions 


	 when it appears weak,


	 	 because these are the conditions 


	 	 	 where God reveals His sovereignty. 


When we are weak, He is strong.  
10

KNOWINGGODASLORDMIND


Some skeptics today would argue


	 that the heart isn’t the epicentre of a person.


	 	 Rather, they would suggest the mind is.


	 	 	 Logic. Reason. Rational, critical thinking.


	 	 	 	 This is the centre of a person, 


	 	 	 	 	 and it’s what sets us apart 


	 	 	 	 	 	 from the rest of creation.


Certainly this is a compelling case


	 and I believe God designed us with 


	 	 such logic, reason, rational and critical thinking 


	 	 	 because it reflects the complexity of God’s own creativity.


But often what is logical and rational 


 2 Corinthians 12:10.10
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	 can be disproven with a bit more data.


We used to believe that atoms were 


	 the smallest chemical element in existence. 


	 	 Until scientists decided to split one. 


	 	 	 Then we discovered quarks. 


	 	 	 	 We split a quark and soon realized there would be 


	 	 	 	 	 at least 100 subatomic particles that followed; 


	 	 	 	 	 	 endless lists of these small particles 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 we didn’t know existed…until 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 more data was found.


Although our logic, rational, critical thinking is a gift


	 it doesn’t have the strength to hold us up as an absolute Truth


	 	 because it can change instantly with newer data.


So the mind, though brilliant on its own,


	 thrives even more when it’s under the LORDship of God.


Romans 12 states,
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Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 

will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
11

Even in the ancient world,


	 Paul knows how unique and intelligent the human mind can be.


	 	 He recognizes the purpose of that brilliance


	 	 	 is so we might discern what is the will of God.


To use such intelligence, rational, critical thinking, logic,


	 for the purpose of discerning God’s will.


To know the LORD our God in the mind


	 is to make sense of God’s activity throughout history


	 	 in order to inform His activity today.


We live in a world where we’ve got documentation.


	 Let’s look throughout history.


	 	 How have we seen God’s movement in and through 


	 	 	 the various crises, celebrations, joys and sorrows, 


	 	 	 	 genocides and births?


How has God been moving throughout history? 


 Romans 12:211
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	 Because God is the same yesterday, today and forever. 


	 	 How he moved in the past likely is how 


	 	 	 He’s moving here and now. 


So let us be diligent, let us be rational, let us be logical, 


	 and may we do our research; 


	 	 let’s study the activities of God throughout history. 


	 	 	 Let’s closely examine the testimonies and witnesses 


	 	 	 	 made by the saints who have gone before us.


As we pursue a deeper knowledge of God


	 His Holy Spirit renews our minds, 


	 	 (focusing our thoughts on the deep activities of the Triune God)


	 	 	 and transforms our reason,


	 	 	 	 to know the universe isn’t about us at all.


When we immerse ourselves in God’s activity


	 we’ll find the freedom of focus not being on us at all


	 	 (revealing our inadequacies, insecurities, failures and strivings)


	 	 	 but completely on the Creator God who initiated 


	 	 	 	 the narrative of redemption and restoration 


	 	 	 	 	 of all things!
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To know the LORD our God


	 is to know it’s all about Him 


	 	 and the new creation He’s establishing. 

KNOWINGGODASLORDSTRATHCONAPARK


I wanted to finish with 


	 what we do to practice knowing the LORD our God


	 	 for our strength and our mind, together,


	 	 	 because in a moment we’re about to experience it.


The LORD’s Table.


	 Communion.  Eucharist.


	 	 This is the place we bring our weakness and find strength.


	 	 This is the place we find our minds renewed and transformed.


Because the LORD’s Table 


	 is a physical experience of Scripture.


	 	 We break the body of Jesus; 


	 	 	 we drink from His New Covenant cup.


We don’t simply hear the Story of Jesus’ sacrifice,
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	 we find our place within it.


We partake in it. We receive it. We consume it, 


	 and make it part of who we are. 


	 	 We allow it to shape our identity. 


	 	 	 We find satisfaction for our souls. 


	 	 	 	 We are nourished by it; renewed with new strength. 


	 	 	 	 	 We are made into a new creation.


Our minds are align with God’s mind;


	 our strength comes from God’s strength;


	 	 our souls are nourished and satisfied in the presence 


	 	 	 of God Himself;


	 	 	 	 our hearts are rooted in the hope and truth 


	 	 	 	 	 that we are made new and called 


	 	 	 	 	 	 children of God.


As a congregation,


	 God is calling us to RADICALLY LOVE HIM.


	 	 To do that, we need to know Him as LORD.


	 	 	 Let us come to the Table, and know 


	 	 	 	 that the LORD is good. Amen.


