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YOUR FATHER WILL REWARD 
Matthew 6:1-18


We’re back at our Sermon on the Mount series


	 and I want to cover off where we’ve been


	 	 to remind us that we’re still within the same sermon.


Everything we’ve covered


	 is a piece of the larger picture.


So we started off with the main description 


	 of the sermon (the Beatitudes) 


	 	 which gives us picture of God’s counter cultural character.


	 	 	 This is the character of God’s Kingdom.


	 	 	 	 At the core of that character is the word: blessed.


	 	 	 	 	 Those who embody this character are 


	 	 	 	 	 	 blessed.


But we notice it’s an upside-down Kingdom.


	 By worldly standards, blessedness is found in 


	 	 success, wealth, reputation, status, fame, prestige. 


In God’s Kingdom, blessedness is found in


	 the poor in spirit, the meek, the persecuted.
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God’s Kingdom takes our world


	 and flips it upside-down and reframes everything.


This counter cultural character causes us to stand out


	 like salt in the world,


	 	 or light in the darkness.


	 	 	 We’re meant to stand out, be distinct, 


	 	 	 	 preserve and illuminate 


	 	 	 	 	 all that is good and holy in the world,


	 	 	 	 	 	 and expose all that is evil and unjust.


Jesus then begins to contrast Kingdom People


	 from the religious leaders of that day.


	 	 Jesus stresses that the Law & Prophets are still relevant to us


	 	 	 but find their fulfillment in Him.


That in Jesus we find right-relatedness 


	 that surpasses that of the Pharisees and teachers of the law.


In Jesus we find the deepest longings of our hearts


	 fulfilled in Him,
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	 	 and so he gives examples of how the 10 Commandments


	 	 	 are not certain lines to cross 


	 	 	 	 but the very sins begin 


	 	 	 	 	 at the deepest level of the heart.


Jesus proceeds to take us deep into our own brokenness


	 and speaks of hate, lust, broken trust, breaking of our word.


	 	 He challenges us to love in radical ways;


	 	 	 ways that no one else in society would ever consider 


	 	 	 	 as normal.


And He challenges his disciples


	 to not seek vengeance but trust God to establish justice,


	 	 and to love their enemies not just 


	 	 	 their friends, colleagues, equals.


- - -


Jesus continues his teaching


	 on radical love


	 	 as he approaches three new areas:


	 	 	 giving to the needy, prayer and fasting.


New Testament scholar John Stott suggests,
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“…this trio of religious obligations expresses in some degree our duty 

to God, to others and to ourselves.” 
1

We give to our neighbours in need,


	 the verb here means a deed of mercy or pity;


	 	 we pray to seek God’s face and acknowledge 


	 	 	 our dependance on him; 


	 	 	 	 we fast from the things we depend on practically 


	 	 	 	 	 as a means of disciplining ourselves 


	 	 	 	 	 	 to trust even more on God.


But much like his previous teachings,


	 Jesus is bringing us back to the heart of the matter.


	 	 Jesus has a tendency to take us beyond the surface


	 	 	 and penetrate deep to the core of who we are.


This is why Jesus’ Sermon the Mount


	 is not simply a sermon about morality or religious obligation.


	 	 Jesus isn’t teaching some kind of new law 


	 	 	 (the Law & Prophets are fulfilled in Him)		 	 


 Stott, John R.W. The Message of the Sermon on the Mount. (Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 1978), 127.1
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Jesus is teaching us how to authentically live Christian righteousness


	 as He transforms us from the inside out.


	 	 Jesus transforms our hearts 


	 	 	 and that transformation looks like this picture 


	 	 	 	 painted in this sermon:


we live for God and not ourselves.


Jesus holds this picture 


	 in contrast to the religious leaders of his day.


Three times Jesus states, “don’t be like the hypocrites…”


	 warning his disciples not to fall into the same patterns


	 	 as the Jewish religious leaders


	 	 	 in regards to giving to the needy, prayer and fasting.


As we move forward,


	 we’ll examine the example of the hypocrites (religious)


	 	 and the reward they receive.


	 	 	 Then we’ll examine the example of the pagans  

(irreligious) and the reward they receive.


	 	 	 	 	 Then we’ll hear Jesus’ follow up,


	 	 	 	 	 	 “Your Father will reward you.”
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We’ll finish with how this helps us 


	 deepen our own discipleship and walk with Jesus.


DONTBELIKETHEHYPOCRITES


At the start of chapter 6 


	 we have, at first glance, a contradiction.


	 	 Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of  

others to be seen by them.6:1


Matthew 5:16 states,


	 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they 

may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.


This begs the question,


	 “Which one is it Jesus?”


	 	 Do we practice our righteousness in public


	 	 	 or do we keep them secret?


	 	 	 	 Jesus’ answer, “Yes.”


We’re to display our righteousness


	 when tempted to hide and blend in
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	 	 and we’re to hide when we’re tempted to be seen. 
2

What Jesus is driving at, again,


	 is the motivation of the heart.


	 	 Why are we practicing righteousness?


	 	 	 Why are we practicing right relatedness 


	 	 	 	 with God, our neighbour, our enemies, the needy?


If our motivation is to show others 


	 how good we are, how disciplined, how pious,


	 	 then we fall into the same motivation of the Pharisees.


The Pharisees gave and prayed with announcements and trumpets;


	 publicly in the synagogues and on the streets 

to be honoured by others vs. 2


When they fast…they disfigure their faces  

to show others they are fasting. vs. 16


If our motivation is to be seen by others


	 Jesus says we’ll receive the reward we seek:


	 	 you’ll receive the applause of anyone around you who cares.


	 	 	 But don’t expect to receive anything more than that.


 ibid. (A.B. Bruce quote)2
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	 	 	 	 God is not impressed by our efforts,


	 	 	 	 	 because our efforts were motivated 


	 	 	 	 	 	 by self promotion.


These are the motivations of the religious.


	 Those who trust in their own ability to be good.


	 	 The gospel of grace is hard for these people to hear


	 	 	 because it means they receive the same reward 


	 	 	 	 as the pagan next to them who doesn’t deserve it.


DONTBELIKETHEPAGANS


At the same time,


	 there’s another motivation that Jesus outlines


	 	 that misses the mark just as much as the religious way.


And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like 

pagans, for they think they will be heard because of 

their many words. vs. 7


Although this is the only mention of pagans in our passage this morning,


	 Jesus has used the example of both hypocrites and pagans


	 	 throughout the sermon so far.
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It was the pagan who greets people like themselves.


	 The pagan prays with numerous words, hoping to be heard.


Paul speaks into this image in Acts 17.


	 Paul walked around Athens and saw


	 	 variety of idols that could keep people worshipping 24/7


	 	 	 365 days a year.


He states,


“People of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 

For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of 

worship, I even found an altar with the inscription: TO AN 

UNKNOWN GOD.” Acts 17:22-23


The Gentile culture was one of inclusivity.


	 No one had the right answer.


	 	 In many cases, everyone was right.


	 	 	 And so they felt comfortable with the idea 


	 	 	 	 of worshipping many gods, 


	 	 	 	 	 because with so many options out there, 


	 	 	 	 	 	 one of them was bound to be right. 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Why not cover all your bases? 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Right?
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When Jesus speaks of the pagan


	 this is the cultural stereotype.


	 	 They would pray extensively to every god


	 	 	 they had an idol for.


	 	 	 	 Believing that if they just prayed long enough,


	 	 	 	 	 to enough gods and idols 


	 	 	 	 	 	 that they’d be heard.


But Jesus replies,


Don’t be like them, for your Father knows what you need before 

you ask him.Mt 6:8


The motivation of the pagan (irreligious)


	 is similar to the hypocrite (religious)


	 	 in that it’s all about the self.


	 	 	 Rather than publicly displaying the self,


	 	 	 	 the pagan motivation is still about getting mine:


	 	 	 	 	 “I only serve this god so that I can appease 


	 	 	 	 	 	 him/her to receive my compensation 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 at the end.”


“If I worship the right god, appease them enough, I’ll get what I want.”
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	 Both motivations focus on the self


	 	 rather than the God who is deserving of worship.


DOITINSECRET


So Jesus tells us to practice our righteousness in secret


	 because He’s addressing the very real temptation 


	 	 of making everything about us.


Giving to those in need…for the sake of ourselves.


	 Praying to God…for our own sake and gains.


	 	 Fasting…to appear more pious than we are.


Jesus isn’t making a hard and fast rule


	 about when or how you are to give, pray or fast.


Jesus is taking us to the deep roots of sin 

and that is the broken motivations of our hearts.


And so if we find our motivations 


	 lean either to the religious or irreligious ways


	 	 Jesus says we should practice in secret. 


	 	 	 When no one but God is looking.
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What you do in secret 

will be seen by your Father in heaven, 

and He will reward you.


Now some people wonder,


	 why does there need to be a reward at all?


	 	 Aren’t we to give simply because we’ve received 


	 	 	 so much from God already?


	 	 	 	 Aren’t we to pray because we love God?


	 	 	 	 	 Aren’t we to fast so we can deepen 


	 	 	 	 	 	 our reliance on Him?


Yes to all of these questions.


	 But the comment about the reward from God


	 	 is there, again, to remind us that it’s not about us.


	 	 	 The point here isn’t about us receiving a reward


	 	 	 	 (that reading comes from our overly consumeristic, 


	 	 	 	 	 North American, lens that we bring 


	 	 	 	 	 	 to this passage).


The point about the reward is the One who is giving it.


	 It is GOD who rewards us.
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	 	 It’s not us rewarding ourselves,


	 	 	 it’s not us deserving a reward,


	 	 	 	 it’s GOD bestowing even more blessings upon us 


	 	 	 	 	 even though we don’t deserve them.


The focus is on the Father, not the reward.


	 And because we live in a highly consumerist culture


	 	 we need to make sure the word Father stands out to us 


	 	 	 more than the word reward.


HOWDOWEDEEPENOURDISCIPLESHIP?


So how do we deepen our discipleship


	 in light of Jesus’ teachings?


We allow Jesus to take us deep down


	 to the motivations of our hearts.


	 	 We allow Jesus to expose for us


	 	 	 any motivation that stands contrary to His Kingdom.


Are there any religious motivations?


	 Are there practices, mentalities, feelings
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	 	 that are rooted in our ability to perform, behave and act


	 	 	 in ways that prove we really are followers of God?


A great way of testing this 


	 is to imagine the moment you see Jesus face to face,


	 	 and if He were to say, “I never knew you”


	 	 	 would your response be to list off all the reasons 


	 	 	 	 you think you deserve to enter the Kingdom?


If we have that list ready


	 we need to surrender that list to Jesus


	 	 and trust not in our own abilities to perform,


	 	 	 but in Jesus’ actions on the cross.


Are there any irreligious motivations?


	 Are we trying to cover our bases


	 	 and trust that everyone and everything is right,


	 	 	 hoping and praying that at some point 


	 	 	 	 we’re bound to get it right?


A way to test this 


	 is to read through the whole Bible.


	 	 To find the passages that rub us the wrong way
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	 	 	 and invest time to study them.


Because all of the words in Scripture


	 (if we believe Paul’s words to Timothy)


	 	 are God-breathed. 2Tim 3:16


We need to wrestle with all of it


	 (even the passages that leave us uncomfortable).


	 	 Because to start picking and choosing what we like


	 	 	 and discarding what we don’t like


	 	 	 	 is not trusting God with the outcomes.


Jesus calls us 


	 to give to the needy,


	 	 to pray,


	 	 	 to fast.


But these are just the external results


	 of a inner motivation.


	 	 Jesus calls us not to religious or irreligious motivations,


	 	 	 but calls us to the Kingdom motivation: 

trusting GOD to be God;


	 	 	 	       because it’s all about God, not about us. Amen.


