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Matthew	6:19-34	 	
	
When	I	hear	this	passage	from	the	Sermon	on	the	Mount,	I	think	of	Smaug.			
	 Smaug	from	Tolkien’s	The	Hobbit.		A	greed-filled	dragon	who	lived		

in	the	belly	of	a	mountain,	and	slept	on	his	massive	hoard		
of	glittering	treasure	which	he	accumulated	over	centuries.			

Smaug	who	sat	covetously	upon	his	piles	of	wealth		
and	loved	his	treasure	so	much	that	he	knew	every	ounce		

and	kept	track	of	every	piece.			
His	top	priority	was	guarding	it;		

his	treasure	became	the	meaning	of	his	existence.			
Something	he	could	not	live	without.	

	
And	I	think	this	is	the	image	many	of	us	have		

when	Jesus	mentions	“treasures	on	earth”	–	piles	of	gold,	shiny	gemstones,		
more	wealth	than	you	could	spend	in	ten	lifetimes.			

	
Not	something	we	can	really	relate	to.			

So	it’s	easy	to	think	that	this	passage	isn’t	for	us.			We’re	not	that	rich,		
we	don’t	have	hoards	of	treasures	worthy	of	a	dragon.			

But	this	passage	does	apply	to	all	of	us.			
Remember,	Jesus’	entire	Sermon	on	the	Mount	is	specifically	for	Christians,		 	

for	any	who	truly	seek	to	follow	Jesus	–	it	is	the	outline		
of	what	living	as	God’s	Kingdom	people	looks	like.			

And	here,	Jesus	finds	it	worthy	to	spend	time	talking	about	our	attitudes		
towards	not	only	money,	wealth,	and	material	goods;		

but	where	our	priorities	lie;	where	our	allegiance	really	is	–		
is	it	to	God	and	his	Kingdom		

or	to	this	world	and	however	we	define	worldly	success?			
This	passage	isn’t	just	for	those	who	are	wealthy;	it	is	for	all	of	us,	rich	and	poor	–		

Jesus	way	simplifies	it	for	us	–	he	presents	two	options	–		
in	whom	do	we	put	our	trust?		In	God	the	Creator?			

Or	the	things	of	creation?		In	ourselves?	
	
Jesus	asks,	who	do	we	worship?		Who	do	we	serve/who	are	we	wholeheartedly,		

fully	committed	to	with	our	entire	being	and	belongings	–	God	or	Mammon?	
	
Now,	the	word	‘Mammon’	was	an	Aramaic	term		

that	meant	property	and	wealth	in	general	–		
but	the	image	here	is	more	powerful	than	that,		

that	Mammon	could	in	fact	be	understood		
as	an	idol/a	false	god.			

In	today’s	language,	it	might	be	closer	to	something	along	the	lines	of,		
“Who	do	you	serve	–	the	Almighty	God	or	the	Almighty	Dollar?	i	
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And	the	thing	is,	Jesus	lays	it	all	out	very	plainly	for	us,		

and	makes	it	quite	obvious	which	one	is	the	better	choice		
between	God	and	Mammon.	

	
With	Mammon,	treasures	on	earth	are	temporary,		

can	be	lost,	deteriorated,	depreciated,	stolen.			
With	God’s	Kingdom,	treasures	in	heaven	are	guaranteed,		
						secure,	eternal.		The	obvious	choice	is	God’s	Kingdom	treasures.	

	
And	Jesus	gives	another	example	–	healthy	eyes	full	of	light		

and	unhealthy	eyes	full	of	darkness.		And	here,	the	Greek	word	for	‘healthy’		
implies	being	generous	and	likewise,	‘unhealthy’	implies	being	stingy.			

So	again,	the	choice	is	painfully	clear	–		
choose	Kingdom	generosity	that	leads	to	light		

over	Mammon’s	greedy	stinginess	that	leaves	you	in	darkness.	
	
And	Jesus	can’t	make	it	any	more	basic	than	he	does		
						when	he	says	in	verse	24,	“No	one	can	serve	two	masters…	

	You	cannot	serve	both	God	and	money.”		We	have	to	choose	one	or	the	other.			
There’s	no	negotiating	terms	or	trying	to	balance	or	juggle	the	two.				

The	imagery	Jesus	is	using	here	is	of	slaves	–		
‘[You]	can	work	for	two	employers,		

but	no	slave	can	be	the	property	of	two	owners”ii			
Everything	a	slave	is	and	has		

belongs	to	their	master.			
Therefore,	you	cannot	be	a	slave	to	both	God	and	Mammon.			

There	can	only	be	one	top	priority		
that	influences	your	actions	and	decisions		

over	the	rest	of	your	life.				
As	theologian	John	Stott	puts	it,		
“…anybody	who	divides	his	allegiance	between	God	and	mammon	has	
already	given	it	to	mammon,	since	God	can	be	served	only	with	an	entire	
and	exclusive	devotion...To	try	to	share	[God]	with	other	loyalties	is	to	
have	opted	for	idolatry.”iii		

	
Jesus	sets	before	us	a	choice.		And	it’s	so	painfully	clear	which	is	the	better	choice.			

And	yet,	this	is	one	of	those	things	that	we	often	struggle	with,		
even	though	the	better	choice	is	so	obvious.			

It	is	a	truth	that	we	seem	to	need	to	be	reminded	of	constantly;		
a	lesson	that	we	need	to	re-learn	over	and	over.	

	
But	why?		Why	it	this	such	a	hard	truth	for	us	to	engrain	and	live	out?			

Why	do	we	continue	to	literally	buy	into	the	lies	that	the	world	tells	us?			
It’s	because	choosing	Mammon	is	actually	choosing	ourselves.			

Property,	wealth,	money,	treasures	–	Mammon,		
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boils	down	to	choosing	ourselves	and	our	own	desires.		
Mammon	gives	us	the	illusion	that	we	are	in	control	–		

that	we	can	get	what	we	think	we	deserve.			
Mammon	gives	us	tangible	and	immediate	gratification	–	

	it’s	a	lot	easier	to	enjoy	decadent	chocolate	now		
than	try	to	work	toward	some	unseen,	mysterious		

“treasure	in	heaven”.			
We	choose	Mammon	over	and	over	again		

because	Mammon	feels	a	lot	more	about	us	and	what	we	want.	
	
Also,	we	misunderstand	what	God	wants	from	us	–		

sometimes	we	hear	this	passage	and	think	that	choosing	God		
means	you	have	to	turn	into	a	monk	who	sells	all	their	belongings		

and	runs	away	to	the	desert	to	meditate	full-time.			
But	choosing	God	doesn’t	mean	a	life	of	self-denial		

or	never	having	anything	nice	or	doing	anything	fun.			
God	celebrates	the	goodness	of	creation.		Jesus	loved	a	party.			

God	wants	us	to	enjoy	the	goodness	of	creation.			
And	this	passage	isn’t	about	condemning	the	rich	-		

there’s	nothing	in	the	Bible		
that	prohibits	having	personal	property.			

	
The	danger	comes	when	we	become	more	concerned	about	selfish	accumulation,		

when	we	turn	into	mini-Smaugs,	greedily	hoarding		
more	and	more	for	ourselves		

and	constantly	worrying	about	the	state	of	our	stockpile.			
The	problem	arises	when	we	put	more	faith		

and	find	more	security	in	things	of	this	world,	
	in	ourselves,	than	we	do	in	God.			 	 	

It’s	a	problem	when	we	“piously	affirm	that	we	have	chosen	to	serve	God,		
not	mammon,	but	in	our	daily	life	it	is	mammon	that	sets	our	priorities		

and	determines	our	choices.			
We	would	like	to	show	a	more	bountiful	eye	toward	the	poor,		

but	we	cannot,	because	we	need	so	much	for	ourselves.			
We	plan	to	be	more	charitable	in	the	future,		

but	at	the	moment	there	are	too	many	things	we	have	to	buy.			
We	work	overtime	or	at	a	second	job	rather	than		

spend	time	with	our	children,	because	there	is	so	much		
that	we	want	to	get	for	them.”iv		

	
In	verse	21,	Jesus	cuts	to	the	heart	of	the	matter,		

“For	where	your	treasure	is,	there	your	heart	will	be	also.”	
‘Heart’	here	has	that	holistic	Jewish	understanding	–		

meaning,	whatever	you’re	fully	invested	in.			
So	‘treasures	on	earth’	is	not	limited	to	material	goods,		

it	can	mean	anything	earthly		
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upon	which	we	place	inappropriate	value;		
anything	that	we	care	more	about	than	God.	

	
One	commentator	reminds	us	that,		

“this	teaching	is	not	for	the	wealthy	only.	Our	text	does	not	say,	“Do	not	lay	
up	for	yourselves	money	on	earth.”	It	says,	“treasures,”	and	the	Greek	word	
used	here	is	an	inclusive	term.	Certainly	it	refers	to	money,	but	it	is	not	
confined	to	money.	What	Jesus	has	in	mind	are	people	who	get	their	entire	
satisfaction	from	things	that	belong	to	this	world	only.	He	warns	us	against	
focusing	our	ambitions,	interests,	and	hopes	on	the	things	of	this	life.	Even	if	
you	have	not	set	your	mind	on	the	greedy	accumulation	of	great	wealth,	
something	else—for	example,	a	home—could	be	a	sinful	treasure.		There	is	
also	the	treasure	of	family.	Some	people	put	family	before	everything…	
Though	one	may	not	have	a	fixation	on	wealth,	[other]	“treasures”	that	are	
just	as	deadly—perhaps	a	[person],	a	position	in	the	workplace,	a	memory.	If	
anything	in	this	world	is	everything	to	you,	it	is	an	earthly	treasure.”v		

	
Jesus	tells	us	that	what	we	treasure	is	a	good	indicator	of	what	we	truly	value.			

Want	to	find	out	what	your	priorities	are?			
Just	take	a	look	at	what	you	treasure.			

	
Here	are	some	great	questions	to	ask	ourselves		

to	find	out	what	it	is	we	treasure:			
1)	What	do	I	spend	my	time	daydreaming	about?			
2)	What	do	I	stress	out	about	most?			
3)	What	are	the	criteria	I	use	to	measure	others?		

	(We	typically	measure	others	by	what	we	treasure);		
And,	4)	What	is	it	I	know	I	could	not	be	happy	without?	

Our	answers	to	these	questions		
are	revealing	about	what	or	who	our	‘god’	is.	

	
Another	reason	we	constantly	end	up	choosing	Mammon	over	God		

is	because	Mammon	traps	us	in	a	vicious	cycle.			
When	we	accumulate	goods	in	a	greedy,	covetous	fashion,		

it’s	a	downward	spiral	because	it	is	so	self-focused.			
You	get	tunnel	vision.			

Amassing	goods	make	us	want	more	and	more	for	ourselves,		
regardless	of	the	cost	for	others.		It	promotes	self-centeredness.			

Even	the	richest	of	the	rich,	the	world’s	1%		
are	often	still	not	satisfied	with	their	net	worth,		

they	continue	to	work	at	growing	their	wealth.			
	
It’s	one	thing	to	save	up	for	a	rainy	day,	but	entirely	another,		

if	we	trust	more	in	our	savings	than	in	God.			
	
Also,	this	world	is	very	good	at	keeping	the	focus	on	us,	
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sending	us	the	message	that	we	need	more,	that	we	deserve	pretty	things,		
that	we’re	worth	having	fancy	experiences.			

[And	the	underlying	message	culture	is	sending	us	is	that	we,	our	worth,		
is	measured	by	the	amount	and	quality		

of	the	goods	and	experiences	we	accumulate.]			
That	we’re	only	worth	what	we	treat	ourselves	to,			

what	we	hoard	for	ourselves,			
things	that	advertisers	promise	will	make	us	happy.			

	
And	the	thing	is,	we	believe	it.		We	fall	for	it.		We	literally	buy	into	it.		
	
We	believe	it,	because	it	works.		We	are	happy	when	we	get	that	ice	cream	cone.			

We	feel	good	about	ourselves		when	we	put	on	that	perfect	new	outfit.			
We	feel	excitement	when	we	go	on	vacation.			

And	we	feel	privileged	when	we	dine	at	a	high-end	restaurant.			
	
But	those	feelings	don’t	last.		They	are	a	temporary	high.			

And	when	that	high	fades,	it	leaves	us	longing	and	looking	for	the	next	high.			
So	we	throw	away	TVs	that	are	in	good	working	order		

so	we	can	replace	them	with	bigger,	better,	higher	definition	ones.			
We	continue	this	cycle,	searching	for	the	next	high.			

That’s	why	we	meet	people	who	trade	in	their	cars	every	couple	of	years;		
or	people	whose	lives	seem	to	revolve	around	their	holidays	–		

they	barely	arrive	home		
and	they’re	already	planning	their	next	trip.			

	
This	is	another	reason	why	it’s	so	hard	for	us	to	remember	to	choose	God,		

because	once	we’re	sucked	into	Mammon’s	trap,		
it’s	difficult	to	free	ourselves	from	its	snare.			

	
So	when	Jesus	gives	us	two	choices,	serve	God	or	Mammon,	the	choice	is	obvious.			

And	that’s	why	verse	25	starts	with	the	word	“therefore”.			
Jesus	is	assuming	you’ll	make	the	obvious	right	choice.		

And	when	you	do,	when	you	choose	God,		
“Therefore,	I	tell	you,	do	not	worry	about	your	life…”			

He	says	this	3	times,	“Therefore	do	not	worry”	–		
because	when	you	fully,	with	all	your	devotion,	serve	God,		

you	trust	him	to	provide	for	all	your	needs.			
	
You	don’t	have	to	worry	about	what	you	eat,	drink,	or	wear		

like	the	Pagans	do,	like	the	Gentiles	or	the	rest	of	the	world	does.			
The	rest	of	the	world	worships	itself,	worships	Mammon;		

cares	so	much	about	the	carnal	and	basic	needs	
because	that’s	all	the	world	has	to	offer.			

And	the	thing	is,	Mammon	puts	huge	pressure	on	us,		
when	our	worth	is	measured	by	the	what	we	accumulate.			
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Because	if	we	don’t	have	all	those	things	we	think	we	should	have,		
those	ideals	that	society	projects	on	us	–		
						when	our	lives	don’t	look	like		

we	just	stepped	out	of	a	magazine	cover,	we	are	crushed.			
Perhaps	that’s	why	society	today	is	full	of	anxiety.			

Because	that	is	immense	pressure		
when	our	identity	is	tied	with	what	we	accumulate.			

There’s	too	much	at	stake	–	our	worth,	who	we	are,	is	at	stake		
if	we	don’t	accumulate	just	the	right	things	in	our	lives.			

	
But	Jesus	offers	us	a	better	way	–	if	you	put	your	faith	and	trust	in	God,		

if	God	becomes	your	top	priority,	your	worth	and	identity		
is	not	because	of	anything	you	do	or	own,		

but	because	of	who	you	are	as	a	child	of	God.	
Unlike	Smaug,	you	don’t	have	to	covetously	and	nervously		

guard	your	hoarded	treasure,	because	your	worth	and	identity		
aren’t	based	off	that	treasure.			

You	don’t	have	to	worry	because	your	security		
does	not	rest	in	your	life	savings		

but	your	security	is	based	on	God’s	providential	care.			
	
Because	the	root	of	worry	stems	from	a	lack	of	faith.			

That’s	why	Jesus	calls	his	disciples	“you	of	little	faith”	in	verse	30.			
Worry	arises	when	you	don’t	trust	God	enough,		

don’t	trust	him	enough	to	provide	for	your	needs,	when	you’re	
uncertain	that	God	knows	or	cares	about	the	details	of	your	life.			

You	worry	when	you	think	you	have	only	yourself	to	rely	on	for	everything.		
But	the	Good	News	is	that	God	isn’t	some	far	off	distant	god		

who	set	creation	into	motion		
and	then	up	and	left	to	do	something	else;		

God	is	immanent	–	he	is	fully	invested	and	present	here	with	us.			
He	is	a	God	of	providence	–	providing	for	all	of	his	creation,		

from	the	smallest	creature	to	his	beloved	image-bearers.	
	
And	just	because	Jesus	commands	us	not	to	worry,		

doesn’t	mean	that	we	can	be	lazy	or	that	we	don’t	have	to	plan	for	the	future	
–	no,	the	birds	aren’t	lazy	they	still	have	to	look	for	food,		

and	they	make	nests	to	plan	for	their	future.			
The	command	to	not	worry	is	based	on	trusting	God	to	provide;		

it’s	freedom	to	not	have	to	be	in	control		
or	feel	like	it’s	all	up	to	us;		
					it’s	freedom	from	faith	in	our	own	two	hands.		

	
Jesus	points	out	another	obvious	truth,		

“Can	any	one	of	you	by	worrying	add	a	single	hour	to	your	life?”	–	
worrying	actually	accomplishes	nothing;	it	is	inherently	unproductive.			
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Instead	of	extending	your	life,	worrying	will	more	likely	shorten	it!			
	
But	when	God	and	his	Kingdom	are	our	top	priority,		

we	will	be	able	to	cut	through	the	distractions	of	the	world		
to	see	what	really	are	needs	and	what	are	actually	wants.			

	
We	are	freed	from	focusing	on	the	temporary	things	of	this	world,		

from	that	vicious	cycle	of	accumulating,		
when	we	trust	God	to	take	care	of	our	actual	needs.			

We’re	freed	from	self-centeredness	when	we’re	not	worried	about		
what	we	have	to	hoard	for	ourselves;		

instead	we’re	freed	to	share	what	we	do	have.			
We’re	freed	to	live	generously		

when	we	don’t	have	to	worry	about	being	stingy		
so	we	can	take	care	of	ourselves.	

	
And	that’s	what	life	in	the	Kingdom	looks	like.			

That’s	what	the	treasures	of	heaven	are.			
Jesus	calls	us	to	have	our	priorities	straightened	–		

to	seek	God’s	Kingdom	first	and	everything	else	that	seemed	so	important,		
that	we	worried	and	fretted	about,	

doesn’t	seem	so	worrisome	or	important	anymore;		
seek	his	kingdom	first	and	the	rest	will	follow	–		

seek	his	Kingdom	first	and	he	will	provide	–		
the	Bread	of	Life	that	fully	satisfies;		

the	Living	Water	that	quenches	all	thirst.			
Seek	his	Kingdom	first	and	we	will	have	all	we	need.			
	
Amen.	
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