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HEAR & UNDERSTAND

Luke 16:19-31 [vv. 14-31]


We are in the third week


	 of our summer series


	 	 exploring the Divine Revolution of the Kingdom


	 	 	 that Jesus describes in his parables.


I confess this morning we are dealing


	 with a parable that is tough.


	 	 As I was thinking and praying through this parable


	 	 	 I was trying to recall how many sermons I’ve heard on it


	 	 	 	 and I think I’ve heard 2 at most on this parable.


Perhaps you’ve heard more


	 but this is not a parable a lot of preachers like to dive into,


	 	 because it is a dense parable.


- - -


Some Christians believe that parables 


	 are illustrations that are meant to make 


	 	 complex ideas simpler to understand.
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	 	 	 The Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, leaven…


	 	 	 	 A sower went out to sow some seed…


	 	 	 	 	 The Kingdom of God is like 


	 	 	 	 	 	 a treasure hidden in a field…


Certainly these parables


	 bring deep theological concepts


	 	 down to earth and get our imaginations moving.


But they are far from simple.


	 In fact, some parables (like the one we have this morning)


	 	 are so complex 


	 	 	 that there are a number of truths proclaimed at once;


	 	 	 	 making a single sermon on the parable


	 	 	 	 	 to only scratch the surface of its meaning.


So this parable is complex.


	 


Not only that,


	 but this parable is part of a larger teaching on money.


	 	 Our parable is linked with the parable 


	 	 	 told at the start of Luke 16:


	 	 	 	  the parable of the dishonest manager.
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We unintentionally split the two parables up when planning


	 so we’ll have part two this morning


	 	 and Elaine will unpack part one for us in a few weeks.


	 	 	 Even though they go together 


	 	 	 	 they also stand on their own 


	 	 	 	 	 so the series will still make sense.


All of this to say 


	 that we’re looking at a complex parable


	 	 that gets even more complex as it’s seen in the larger teaching


	 	 	 of chapter 16


	 	 	 	 which is a chapter within a cluster of chapters


	 	 	 	 	 where Jesus teaches multiple parables


	 	 	 	 	 	 at a dinner party.


Jesus’ parables…are…complex.


But we praise God for his servant Luke.


	 The physician who took time to write down


	 	 all of the teachings he remembers Jesus giving them.


And we can be confident that this is the Word of God
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	 because religious movements start 


	 	 by communicating a message that is simple to understand.


	 	 	 You want to get as many people 


	 	 	 	 tracking with your message so they’ll pass it along.


	 That’s how major movements in the world have begun; 


	 	 simple, clear, memorable teachings.


We can be confident that this parable


	 (and the many that precede it)


	 	 are the inspired Word of God


	 	 	 because they aren’t simple or clear teachings.


	 	 	 	 At least not as you dive deep into it.


Luke could’ve recorded this parable


	 in a much simpler way


	 	 so that more people would understand its meaning.


But the way he recorded it


	 has so many layers to it.


	 	 He kept it complex because the Divine Revolution


	 	 	 is a reorienting of our lives.


It’s a movement where everything is turned right-side up


	 and we’re challenged to live in an upside-down world
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	 	 while being right-side up.


We’re going to explore one train of thought from this parable


	 but it is by no means exhaustive 


	 	 on the truths that the parable proclaims.


- - -


The context of the parable 


	 actually starts in verse 14.


	 	 So far at this dinner party (which began in Luke 14)


	 	 	 Jesus had been teaching his disciples


	 	 	 	 and had Pharisees, scribes, 


	 	 	 	 	 tax collectors and a crowd listening in.


But at Luke 16:14


	 Jesus switches his focus toward the Pharisees.


	 	 So our parable is primarily addressed to the Pharisees.


[Read Luke 16:14-18]


It would seem Jesus directs his attention to the Pharisees
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	 because they are lovers of money.


	 	 From this it’s easy for us to assume


	 	 	 that the Pharisees are a corrupt religious sect


	 	 	 	 that only cared about making money


	 	 	 	 	 off of the poor Jews who came 


	 	 	 	 	 	 seeking their guidance and wisdom.


But one commentator points out:


“The Pharisees love money within a theological framework that justifies 

their position (v. 15)….theirs is a theology in which God and mammon 

are comfortably joined. [This theology is based off of Deuteronomy 28 

that conveys the idea]…obey God and you will be blessed in war, in 

the marketplace, in the field, and at home (Deut. 28). Godliness is in 

league with riches; prosperity is the clear sign of God’s favour.” 
1

Jesus suggests that God and mammon (money)


	 are separate and not easily joined 
2

	 	 and we heard that the Pharisees ridiculed him. 

 Craddock, Fred B. Interpretation: Luke. (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2009), 192.1

 John 16:132
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So Jesus tells them the progression of teaching:


	 The Law and the Prophets were taught until John


	 	 then the good news of the Kingdom of God.


	 	 	 But in reality these are still the same message.


	 	 	 	 The Law and the Prophets teach the same 


	 	 	 	 	 good news of the Kingdom of God.


	 	 	 	 	 	 They just didn’t have the concrete, 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 embodied example of it 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 standing in front of them.


Which meant,


	 that up until the arrival of Jesus


	 	 it was possible for humans to misinterpret God’s Word.


And this is what Jesus is calling the Pharisees out on.


	 They had misunderstood God’s Word


	 	 and he fleshes their misunderstanding out


	 	 	 with the parable of the rich man and Lazarus.


- - -


There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and 

who feasted sumptuously every day.
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What do we know about the rich man?


	 He was wealthy!


	 	 We hear of his clothes: purple and fine linen.


	 	 	 In the ancient world purple was expensive cloth to make.


	 	 	 	 This is why it was usually only worn by royalty. 


We have no other indication 


	 that this man was a royal,


	 	 but he at least dressed like one.


Same with the fine linen. 


	 This would’ve been the top undergarments a person could get.


And he feasted everyday.


	 He threw parties that were elegant, trendy, 


	 	 complete with A listers who expected nothing less.


	 	 	 Every day there was an opportunity to rub shoulders


	 	 	 	 with others in the city who were on his level.
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And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 

sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table…

even the dogs came and licked his sores.


The word for laid is actually a verb


	 indicating “to throw.”


	 	 So here is a man, dumped off at this gate,


	 	 	 his skin is covered in sores (indicating a form of leprosy)


	 	 	 	 so no one would go near him 


	 	 	 	 	 for fear of becoming unclean.


The only one who showed compassion on him


	 were the dogs that came an licked his wounds.


	 	 Dogs were not considered companions to humans 


	 	 	 as they are today.


	 	 	 	 


The poor man died…The rich man also died and was buried.


We notice that Lazarus has lost his name


	 when he dies and he doesn’t have a burial.


	 	 He’s a forgotten human being.


The rich man also dies


	 but has a burial 
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	 	 likely in the family plot,


	 	 	 decked out in all of his riches and treasures.


Then the great reversal happens


	 as Lazarus is taken to Abraham’s side


	 	 (the Greek suggests Abraham’s bosom - intimate)


	 	 	 whereas the rich man is left in torment. 


The rich man lifts up his eyes 

and sees Abraham far off and Lazarus by his side


	 	 and so he calls out to them:


Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 

Lazarus…


The rich man (a Jew)


	 appeals to the familial relations with Abraham,


	 	 hoping that’ll give him good standing to find relief.


He also notices Lazarus and calls him by name.


	 Perhaps the first time this has ever happened.


	 	 We’ll note the roles have truly switched now


	 	 	 with the rich man begging for Lazarus’ help.
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And yet the rich man hasn’t repented,


	 because in his begging for relief


	 	 he still treats Lazarus as the lackey.


As Abraham states his request is impossible


	 the rich man changes tactics 


	 	 and begs that Lazarus be sent to his 5 brothers


	 	 	 to warn them about the torment he’s enduring.


And here is the surprise of the parable.


	 This was a fairly common folk story told in the ancient world: 
3

	 	 where a rich man and a poor man 


	 	 	 would switch places in the afterlife


	 	 	 	 and typically they end with a warning 


	 	 	 	 	 sent to loved ones so no one 


	 	 	 	 	 	 would fall into the same fate.


Jesus’ parable, however,


	 changes the cultural story:


 Wright, N.T. Luke for Everyone. (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2004), 200-201.3
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But Abraham said, “They [the brothers] have Moses and the 

Prophets; let them hear them.


Instead of sending a warning from the grave


	 Jesus tells us the warning is in Moses and the Prophets.


The rich man protests,


No, father Abraham! You’re wrong! If someone goes to them 

from the dead, they will repent! 

“If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they 

be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.”


And here is the scandal of the parable:


	 Prosperity won’t lead you to the Kingdom of God 


	 	 (to paradise with Abraham).


	 Miracles won’t lead you to the Kingdom of God


	 	 (even someone rising from the dead).


	 Hearing and understanding Moses & the Prophets 

will lead you to the Kingdom of God.


Perhaps this sounds strange to us.
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	 Hearing and understanding the gospels,


	 	 or hearing and understanding the letters of Paul,


	 	 	 those make sense because they talk about Jesus.


	 	 	 	 But Moses & the Prophets?


We need to keep in mind


	 that Moses & the Prophets


	 	 were the Scriptures Jesus had.


	 	 	 They were the Scriptures Paul and Barnabas,


	 	 	 	 Peter and Timothy, Pricilla and Aquilla had.


There was only Moses & the Prophets.


	 The difference between the Pharisees’ reading 


	 	 and the early church’s reading


	 	 	 was that Moses & the Prophets 


	 	 	 	 were pointing toward JESUS as the fulfillment


	 	 	 	 	 and the early church believed it;


	 	 	 	 	 	 the Pharisees didn’t.


This means that we need to read all of the Bible


	 to listen for the repeating themes


	 	 that flow from the First to the Second Testaments.
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From Moses


	 we have passages like Deuteronomy 15:7-8


If among you, one of your brothers should become poor…

you shall not harden your heart or shut your hand against 

your poor brother, but you shall open your hand to him and 

lend him sufficient for his need, whatever it may be.


From the Prophets


	 we have Isaiah 58:6-7


Is not this the fast that I choose: 

to loose the bonds of wickedness, 

to undo the straps of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free 

and break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 

and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover him, 

and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?


The rich man wanted his 5 brothers




Sunday, July 29, 2018 DIVINE REVOLUTION �15

	 to be warned that they were missing the point


	 	 (as he had done; as the Pharisees had done).


The point of Moses & the Prophets


	 was to convey the reality of the Kingdom of God.


GOD HAS BLESSED US 

SO THAT WE CAN BE A BLESSING TO THE WORLD.


Jesus taught this parable


	 because he witnessed in the Pharisees


	 	 that they weren’t understanding 


	 	 	 what God’s Kingdom was about.


He had dined with them,


	 and tax collectors, sinners, simple folk


	 	 all night and they questioned him.


He’s eating with people 


	 he shouldn’t be eating with.


	 	 Does he know the people around the table?


	 	 	 Does he know what they do behind closed doors?


	 	 	 	 Does he know how they behave?
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But what the Pharisees didn’t know


	 was these were the very people 


	 	 they were called to bless


	 	 	 with the blessings God had given them.


They missed the point of their calling


	 to care for the world around them


	 	 and not self indulge in their own comfort.


So the challenge for us this morning


	 is to determine WHAT BLESSINGS HAS GOD GIVEN ME? 

and HOW CAN I BLESS SOMEONE ELSE WITH IT?


Because if we don’t bless others with the blessings we’ve received


	 our fate will be that of the rich man:


	 	 we’ll be blinded to the needs around us;


	 	 	 we’ll become self-involved 


	 	 	 	 and only concerned about our own comfort;


	 	 	 	 	 it’ll be harder to hear God’s Word in our lives


	 	 	 	 	 	 and we’ll simply miss the point.
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If we miss the point of God’s Word


	 then we fall into the same fate as the Pharisees


	 	 who can’t see WHO JESUS REALLY IS


	 	 	 and don’t have eyes to see God’s Kingdom at work.


	 	 	 	 We’ll comfort ourselves in religious activity 


	 	 	 	 	 to prove that we’re honouring God


	 	 	 	 	        but if we fail to bless the world around us 


	 	 	 it is not “Good and faithful servant” that we’ll hear


	 	 	 	 but “I never knew you.”


WHAT BLESSINGS HAS GOD GIVEN ME? 

HOW CAN I BLESS SOMEONE ELSE WITH IT? 

Even as a congregation,


	 WHAT BLESSINGS HAS GOD GIVEN US, 

THAT WE CAN USE TO BLESS OUR CITY WITH?


The Divine Revolution isn’t about comfort;


	 it’s not about our own personal, spiritual experiences;


	 	 it’s recognizing we’ve been BLESSED  
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SO THAT WE MAY BLESS OTHERS.


May we hear and understand


	 the Word of God made flesh. Amen.


