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Matthew	13:24-30,	36-43	
	
An	image	that	came	to	me	this	week	while	preparing	for	this	sermon,	

is	that	we	are	all	like	guitar	strings.	
And	by	that	I	don’t	mean	that	we	are	all	high	strung		

or	made	to	be	used	and	abused	by	the	Great	Musician;		
	 but	I	mean	that	we	are	all	living	under	tension.			

We	are	being	pulled	in	two	directions	–		
living	in	a	fallen	world	that	is	in	the	process	of	being	redeemed.			

We’ve	talked	about	this	before,	scholars	call	it	“the	already-but-not-yet”.			
This	time	in	between	the	first	and	second	coming	of	Christ		

–	that	through	Jesus’	life,	death	and	resurrection,		
God’s	Kingdom	is	already	here	being	established	on	earth,		

but	it	is	not	yet	fully	complete.		Already-but-not-yet.			
And	so	we	live	in	the	tension	–	where,	as	Christ-followers,		

we	know	God	is	sovereign	and	in	control;		
we	know	that	Christ	will	ultimately	win		

and	his	kingdom	will	have	no	end;		
we	know	the	end	of	the	story,	but	we’re	just	not	there	yet.			

We’re	in	this	in-between	time	of	waiting.			
	
And	poets	use	different	terms	for	this	tension	
	 of	good	versus	evil;	right	and	wrong;	light	side	and	dark	side.	
	
And	we	feel	the	tension.		Constantly.	
	 We	experience	these	tensions	in	our	own	lives	every	day		

and	witness	them	in	the	world	around	us.	
	
As	Christ-followers	we	are	like	guitar	strings	–		

under	tension	knowing	that	God	has	a	greater	plan		
and	that	ultimate	fullness	of	life/shalom	is	coming		

but	still	living	in	a	world	filled	with	violence,		
pain,	injustice	and	suffering.			

	
John	the	Baptist	experienced	the	same	tension	–		

if	you	were	here	a	couple	of	weeks	ago,	
we	talked	about	how	the	parables	in	Matthew	13	

	were	addressing	the	questions	the	Jews	had,		
that	John	the	Baptist	had		

in	trying	to	confirm	whether	or	not	Jesus	was	the	Messiah	–		
because	the	Jews	expected	that	when	the	Messiah	finally	came,		

it	would	be	obvious	–	there	would	be	signs	of	redemption		
(like	the	healings	and	miracles)	

accompanied	by	signs	of	judgment		
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(like	at	the	end	times	where	evil	would	be	put	in	its	place).			
And	John	saw	the	signs	of	redemption	but	he	didn’t	see	the	judgment,		

the	fire	and	brimstone.			
He,	like	the	rest	of	the	Jews,	was	confused		

because	he	expected	immediate	gratification		
when	the	Messiah	arrived	on	scene	–		

that	Israel	would	instantly	be	on	top		
and	their	enemies,	the	Romans,	would	quickly	be	overthrown.			

But	that	wasn’t	happening	–	the	Romans	still	held	all	the	power,		
evil	and	suffering	was	still	prevalent.			

The	Messiah	had	come	in	Jesus,	but	the	world	wasn’t	fixed	overnight.			
John	was	asking	why	–	why?		Am	I	missing	something?			

Why	do	we	live	in	the	tension?			
If	Jesus	is	the	Messiah,	why	isn’t	it	already	game	over	for	evil?	

	
And	this	is	precisely	why	Jesus	tells	the	parable	of	the	weeds	in	the	field,		

to	answer	this	question	about	why	we	live	in	the	tension.	
	
The	parable	of	the	weeds	in	the	field	teaches	us	about	the	kingdom	of	heaven		

as	it	is	on	earth	right	now	(not	the	future	full-blown	end	of	the	age	kingdom)		
but	the	kingdom	here	on	earth	right	now.			

The	already-but-not-yet	kingdom.			
Jesus	is	teaching	about	what	his	kingdom	looks	like		

as	it	exists	in	the	world	right	now.	
	
“[Jesus]	put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;  25 but while 
everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat, and then went away.	
	
The	first	century	Jews	listening	to	this	parable		

would	have	completely	understood	what	Jesus	was	talking	about		
and	would’ve	gotten	very	angry	at	this	story	–		

because	sowing	bad	seed	in	a	neighbour’s	field		
was	an	utterly	despicable	thing	to	do.			

According	to	Roman	law,	this	was	such	a	horrible	offense,		
it	was	forbidden	and	there	was	severe	punishment		

for	anyone	caught	sowing	bad	seed	in	someone	else’s	field.i			
	
Now,	the	weeds	in	the	passage	refer	to	a	weed	called	“darnel”	–		

This	weed	was	especially	bad	because	it	was	poisonous		
since	the	grains	contained	a	fungus		

that	causes	nausea	and	dizziness	when	consumed.ii	
	 And	what	we	need	to	understand	about	the	darnel	is	that		

it	was	impossible	to	tell	the	difference		
between	the	darnel	and	the	wheat	while	growing.	
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They	look	identical	until	the	plants	mature.			
Because	when	they	were	finally	mature,		

the	grains	of	the	darnel	would	appear	black.iii			
But	otherwise,	while	they	were	growing,		

you	could	not	distinguish	one	plant	from	another.	 	 	
And	the	other	thing	about	darnel	is	that		

its	roots	were	stronger	and	grew	deeper	than	the	roots	of	the	wheat.			
					And	as	they	grew,	both	roots	would	become	entangled.			

The	darnel’s	roots	were	stronger	and	grew	deeper		
than	the	roots	of	the	wheat,	which	meant	there	was	no	way		

of	pulling	up	the	darnel	without	also	pulling	up	the	wheat.			
	
So	it	wasn’t	just	bad	enough	to	sow	random	weeds	into	someone	else’s	field	–	

here	this	is	a	truly	heinous	act	of	sowing	darnel		
so	that	it	was	impossible	to	tell	the	difference	between	the	plants		

and	it	was	impossible	to	get	rid	of	the	weeds		
without	harming	the	wheat.	

	
And	this	is	why	the	farmer	in	the	parable,	in	his	wisdom	and	concern	for	the	wheat,		

tells	his	servants	not	to	pull	up	the	weeds	but	to	leave	them	both		
to	grow	together,	to	“mature”	together;	and	then	only	at	the	very	end		

when	both	are	mature,	to	separate	the	weeds	and	the	wheat.			
	
And	here	the	parable	ends,	and	a	few	verses	later,		

Matthew	records	for	us	Jesus’	interpretation	of	the	parable.	
	 Again,	parables	are	tricky	creatures	–	they	are	complex		

and	can	be	interpreted	in	a	number	of	ways,		
they	express	more	than	one	truth	about	the	kingdom		

and	about	the	King	of	the	kingdom.			
This	parable	is	complicated	enough	that	the	disciples	again	have	to	ask	Jesus		

to	explain	what	he	means.		
	
Jesus	explains	this	allegorically	–	that	the	one	who	sowed	the	good	seed		

is	the	Son	of	Man,	that	is,	Jesus.			
And	Jesus’	field	is	the	world	–	he	owns	the	world;	it’s	his.	

And	the	good	seed	are	the	people	of	the	kingdom		
whereas	the	weeds	are	the	people	of	the	evil	one,		

and	the	enemy	who	sows	them	is	the	devil,	or	the	adversary.			
The	harvest	is	the	end	of	the	age,	and	the	harvesters	are	angels.			

	
So	in	this	parable,	Jesus	is	answering	John	the	Baptist’s	question		

about	why	evil	is	prevalent	if	Jesus	is	the	Messiah,		
why	hasn’t	the	hammer	of	justice	come	down	yet.			

In	this	parable,	Jesus	explains	that	the	nature	of	the	kingdom	of	heaven		
as	it	is	right	now	is	tension.			
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The	nature	of	the	kingdom	of	heaven	as	it	is	right	now	is	tension	
because	the	wheat	and	the	weeds	occupy	the	same	space.	

We	live	in	the	tension	because	we	live	in	shared	space	–		
	 this	is	not	some	community	garden;		

this	is	God’s	garden,	it’s	Jesus’	field	where	the	roots	of	the	weeds		
are	entangled	with	the	roots	of	the	wheat,	
										and	it	is	difficult	to	discern	even	what	is	weed	and	what	is	wheat.		

					
The	nature	of	the	kingdom	of	heaven	as	it	is	right	now	is	tension		

because	the	weeds	are	allowed	to	grow	and	mature	alongside	the	wheat.			
Good	and	evil	are	allowed	to	coexist.	

	
And	why	are	good	and	evil	allowed	to	coexist?	

The	parable	tells	us	why	–		because	the	farmer	cannot	remove	the	bad	seed		
without	endangering	the	good	seed.			

	
“Jesus	cannot	remove	the	seeds	of	the	enemy’s	kingdom	yet		

because	doing	so	endangers	the	seeds	of	his	kingdom.			
By	necessity,	Jesus	has	to	wait		

until	both	the	good	and	evil	mature;		
then	can	come	the	fire	and	judgment,”iv		

	
We	are	being	told	some	important	truths	about	the	world	and	about	God’s	kingdom:	
	
First	of	all,	that	“part	of	the	mystery	of	the	kingdom	is	that		

there	are	2	sowings	going	on	–	Jesus	is	sowing	and	an	enemy	is	also	sowing		
[in	Jesus’	kingdom].”	

The	world	belongs	to	Jesus,	but	there	is	a	very	active	agent	working	within	it	–		
the	enemy.			

	
This	parable	tells	us	that	Jesus	has	a	very	real	enemy.	
	 Jesus	has	an	adversary	whose	mission	is	to		

disrupt	and	destroy	and	sabotage	everything	Jesus	creates.			
Jesus	acknowledges	that	he	has	a	very	real	adversary,		

who	is	not	above	despicable	deeds		
								like	sowing	bad	seeds	in	a	neighbour’s	field.			

	 This	enemy	is	at	work	within	Jesus’	kingdom	–		
	 	 meaning	within	the	world,	and	even	within	the	Church!	
	 	 	 Darrell	Johnson	puts	it	this	way	–		

			 				“that’s	why	when	there	is	genuine	spiritual	renewal,		
it	is	accompanied	by	off-beat	distortions.”			

	 And	that’s	one	of	the	things	that	is	terrifying	and	encouraging	all	at	once	–		
is	that	whenever	God	is	doing	something	great/	

whenever	the	Spirit	is	truly	moving,		
you	should	expect	spiritual	attack;		

that	shouldn’t	surprise	us.		
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It’s	terrifying	to	expect	spiritual	attack	but	it’s	also	encouraging		
because	it	means	that	we’re	on	the	right	track		

and	God	is	going	to	do	something	great.		
	
But,	the	enemy	is	a	slippery	creature,	and	by	that	I	mean		

the	enemy	works	through	imitation	–		by	copying	what	Jesus	does	–		
Jesus	sows	seeds;	the	enemy	sows	seeds.			

Jesus	sows	wheat;	the	enemy	sows	something		
that	looks	exactly	like	wheat.v		It’s	very	tricky.			

Especially	because	the	adversary	works	in	secret,		
at	night	when	everyone	is	sleeping.			

The	adversary	works	stealthily,	almost	undetected.			
	
But	we	also	learn	about	someone	else	in	the	parable.			

We	learn	about	the	farmer,	the	Son	of	Man.		
–	we	learn	about	the	nature	of	Jesus.			

	
Jesus	owns	the	field.			

But	more	than	that,	he	is	well	aware	of	what	is	going	on	in	his	field.			
Even	though	the	adversary	comes	while	everyone	is	sleeping,		

the	owner	knows	exactly	where	the	bad	seed	came	from.			
Jesus	is	in	control	of	his	field.		And	what’s	more,	Jesus	has	a	plan.			

The	weeds	aren’t	just	left	there	because	the	farmer	is	lazy		
and	it’s	too	much	work	to	dig	them	out;		

they	aren’t	left	there	because	the	farmer	gives	up		
at	the	overwhelming	sight	of	the	pervasiveness	of	the	weeds.			

	
The	weeds	are	left	because	of	how	much		

the	farmer	cares	about	the	health	of	the	wheat.		 	
The	weeds	are	allowed	to	grow	for	the	sake	of	the	wheat.			
	 So	that	no	wheat	would	be	lost		

or	accidentally	uprooted	along	with	the	weeds.			
This	is	how	important	his	wheat	are	to	him	–		

that	the	farmer	would	patiently	endure	a	field	full	of	weeds,		
a	constant	reminder	of	what	his	enemy	has	done.			

	
This	is	the	answer	to	John	the	Baptist’	question,		

our	question	about	why	we	live	in	the	tension	–		
because	of	the	character	of	the	farmer	–		

that	the	farmer	cares	so	much	about	his	wheat;		
because	Jesus	loves	his	people	so	much,		

that	he	would	not	do	anything	to	risk	a	single	one.	
	

But	notice	this	–	even	though	the	roots	are	all	intertwined,	
	 the	growth	of	the	weeds	does	not	ultimately	harm	the	growth	of	the	wheat.			

The	farmer	isn’t	worried	about	overcrowding		



	 6	

or	loss	of	nutrients	to	his	crop.	
The	danger	is	not	in	the	weeds	and	wheat	growing	together;		

the	danger	is	in	the	premature	pulling	up	of	the	weeds;	
in	the	premature	judgment	of	evil		

because	it	could	harm	the	good.			
That	is	why	God	doesn’t	just	take	care	of	all	the	evil	in	the	world	right	now,		

because	it	could	affect	the	health	and	safety	of	his	people		
and	God	is	not	willing	to	take	that	risk.			

His	people	are	too	precious	to	him	to	take	any	risk.			
That’s	why	evil	is	allowed	to	coexist	with	the	good…for	now.			

	
Which	tells	us	the	farmer	is	patient.		Oh	so	patient.			

His	love	for	his	people	is	so	great		
that	he	has	unheard	of	patience	for	the	sake	of	his	people.			
					Because,	as	the	parable	tells	us,		
								it	is	only	when	the	weeds	and	the	wheat	are	mature,		

that	proper	judgment	can	be	made.			
	
Just	imagine	what	it	would	be	like	if	judgment	happened	prematurely	–		

before	maturity	was	reached,	in,	for	example	–	the	apostle	Paul.	
What	if	the	apostle	Paul	was	prematurely	judged		

back	when	he	was	Saul	of	Tarsus,		
the	lead	persecutor	of	the	church?			

Imagine	the	impact	on	Christianity,	on	the	world,		
if	Paul	was	judged	prematurely	back	when	he	was	Saul.vi	

	
We	live	in	the	tension,	the	nature	of	the	kingdom	as	it	is	right	now	is	tension,		

because	the	farmer	makes	no	mistakes	–		
he	only	judges	when	the	weeds	and	the	wheat	are	mature.	

	
But	let’s	not	gloss	over	that.			

Another	truth	that	this	parable	tells	us	is	that	judgment	will	one	day	happen.			
	 	 And	maybe	that’s	not	a	topic	that	some	of	us	want	to	think	about,	

	 because	judgment	is	uncomfortable	
especially	in	a	wishy-washy	culture		

where	everything	is	permissible;	but	it’s	true.			
Judgment	will	one	day	happen.		

“Jesus	preaches	real	judgment,	which	is	why	he	call	us	to	repent.”vii	
Evil	will	be	dealt	with	one	day,	in	God’s	timing,		

when	it	is	the	right	time	to	harvest,		
when	the	good	and	the	evil	are	both	mature	

	so	that	there	is	no	risk	to	the	wheat		
and	so	that	it	is	obvious	which	is	weed	and	which	is	wheat;	

but	judgment	might	not	look	like	what	we	expect.			
	
So	now	that	we	know	why	we	live	in	the	tension,	
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what	are	we	to	learn	about	how	to	live	within	the	tension?	
With	three	things:	patience,	trust,	and	hope.		

	
Patience.			
The	key	to	this	parable	is	patience	–		

that’s	why	the	parables	of	the	mustard	seed	and	the	leaven		
interrupt	this	parable	and	its	interpretation.			

Matthew	did	this	on	purpose.			
He	separates	this	parable	from	its	interpretation		

using	the	parables	of	the	mustard	seed	and	leaven,		
to	emphasize	the	common	theme	of	patience.		

The	mustard	seed	requires	patience	to	grow	into	the	tree.			
The	leaven	requires	patience	to	work	the	entire	dough.		

The	farmer	and	his	workers	require	patience		
to	wait	for	the	weeds	and	wheat	to	mature.			

Patience	and	waiting.		That’s	the	way	of	the	kingdom.			
	

Living	in	the	tension	requires	patience	–		
patience	for	the	right	time	for	the	harvest		

and	patience	with	one	another		
because	all	of	us	are	in	need	of	maturing	still.			

Lord	knows,	we	wouldn’t	want	God	to	prematurely	judge	us.		
Just	as	God	is	patient	with	us	while	we	mature,		

we	are	to	be	patient	with	one	another.	
We	have	no	clue	what	others	will	look	like		

when	fully	mature.		Only	God	knows	that.	
	
Hope.	 	
We	live	in	this	tension	with	absolute	hope:		

Hope	for	the	future	that	others	who	currently	look	like	weeds	to	us,		
may	mature	into	wheat	as	well.		

Hope	for	the	future	that	God	gives	us	ample	time	to	mature	ourselves.	
	
Trust.			
We	live	in	this	tension	with	trust.	

Trusting	in	God’s	timing;	trusting	in	God’s	judgment.	
Trusting	that	the	King	is	in	control	and	that	he	is	deeply	invested		

in	our	health	and	safety	and	is	working	for	our	good.	
Trusting	he	knows	what	he	is	doing		

and	will	make	all	things	right	in	the	end.	
Amen.	
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