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Are You Ready?

Matthew 24:45-51


Prayer… 

Have you ever prayed that prayer


	 (either jokingly or seriously)


	 	 “Ok, Jesus, You can come back now.”


Maybe it was out of a difficult situation,


	 where you just didn’t have the energy 


	 	 to deal with what’s going on 


	 	 	 and figured if Jesus came back now


	 	 	 	 it’d be very convenient.


Maybe it was from seeing the pain and suffering in the world


	 and you longed for a justice that you know 


	 	 is only experienced when Jesus comes again.


In Matthew 24-25 Jesus tells us


	 we’re to be ready for something  

we can expect will happen 

but it’ll happen unexpectedly.
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We know it’ll happen


	 but when it happens is unknown.


	 	 Even so, Jesus says be ready for it;


	 	 	 be ready for my coming.


	 	 	 	 Are we ready? 

- - -


This morning we’re looking at the parable of the faithful servant.


	 It’s one of four parables that fall within the context


	 	 of Jesus’ teaching about the end times. 
1

All throughout Matthew 24


	 we hear the theme that no one knows


	 	 the day or hour the final day will take place.


Jesus says in 24:36


But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the 

angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.


Only God knows when the last day will be.


	 The angels don’t know,


 Matthew 24-25.1
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	 	 not even Jesus knows.


So Jesus uses these parables to illustrate


	 how the disciples can best be ready.





As we move forward


	 we’re going to look at the decision 


	 	 the servant has to make between:


	 	 	 1) The Job the Master gives him


	 	 	 2) The Temptation before him


Because this servant is used as the example


	 for Jesus’ disciples,


	 	 we’ll find we’re faced with the same decision.


	 	 	 So how will we respond to Jesus? 

	 	 


THEPARABLE 

So as mentioned before,


	 Jesus has just taught about the end times


	 	 and just before our parable


	 	 	 Jesus finishes with the words




Sunday, August 26, 2018 DIVINE REVOLUTION �4

Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 

Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 24:44


	 	 	 	 	 This is what launches us into our parable.


Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set 

over his household, to give them their food at the proper time? vs. 45


So right from the start


	 we have a few key details to pay attention to.


The first detail is the word servant.


	 Often in church we hear a lot about serving others over ourselves


	 	 or how Jesus, though being very nature God,


	 	 	 lowered Himself to become a servant.  2

But that’s not the image painted here.


	 A better translation of this word would be bondservant;


	 	 that is, someone who is a slave in the sense of being property.


The NRSV uses the term slave


	 which is closer.


	 	 We need to recognize that what Jesus is indicating


 The Christ hymn from Philippians 2:6-11.2
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	 	 	 is this bondservant is owned property of the Master.


And the Master gives his bondservant


	 a job to do: give [the household] their food…


The household would’ve consisted of all the Master’s bondservants.


	 So everyone who is equal to the bondservant


	 	 is now under the care and provision of one of their own


	 	 	 and relying on that person to provide what they need.


The word food indicates nourishment.


	 It’s the same word Jesus uses in the Lord’s Prayer:


	 	 Give us today our daily bread.


So it’s not just handing out the supper for that day


	 but the task of providing the very provision and nourishment


	 	 humans need to thrive and flourish.


Jesus goes on to say 


Blessed is that servant whom the master will find so doing 

when he comes. vs. 46




Sunday, August 26, 2018 DIVINE REVOLUTION �6

If you’re thinking


	 that sounds familiar to the Psalms


	 	 you wouldn’t be wrong with that.


Last summer we looked at the Psalms


	 and heard about the way of blessedness,


	 	 which is the First Testament’s way 


	 	 	 of describing Kingdom Living.


But this word blessed ties us back


	 to something Jesus said already in the gospel of Matthew.


Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount starts


	 with a series of blessed are they statements.


	 	 And Dr. Darrell Johnson suggests


	 	 	 Matthew 5-7 is the first Sermon on the Mount


	 	 	 	 and Matthew 24-25 is the second


	 	 	 	 	 (the sermon on the Mount of Olives).


And he suggests this connection:


	 The Sermon on the Mount in chapters 5-7


	 	 describe life in the Kingdom here and now.
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You’ve likely heard us mention


	 the Kingdom is here but not yet.


	 	 Chapters 5-7 describe the Kingdom as here.


Chapters 24-25 describe the not yetness of the Kingdom.


	 That is, what is to come before the Kingdom 


	 	 is fully established on earth,


	 	 	 is depicted in these parables.


So what is to come in the Kingdom is blessedness


	 for all those who complete the task 


	 	 the Master sets before them.


But Jesus describes what happens 


	 if the servant doesn’t complete the task:


But if that wicked bondservant says to himself, ‘My master 

is delayed,’ and begins to beat his fellow servants and eats 

and drinks with drunkards… vv. 48-49


Jesus names the temptation present.
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	 If the servant is put in charge


	 	 and the Master goes away on a trip


	 	 	 that’s a lot of power for one person to hold.


As I mentioned last week


	 anytime a broken person is given power


	 	 there’s room for abuse.


	 	 	 Jesus is not oblivious to this reality


	 	 	 	 so he names it and shares 


	 	 	 	 the inevitable consequences of that temptation.


Instead of caring and providing for the Master’s household


	 (his own fellow bondservants)


	 	 a wicked servant would assume the position of the Master


	 	 	 over his fellow bondservants.


Assuming the position of the Master


	 is not the same as being like the Master.


	 	 It’s taking all the power and authority


	 	 	 and using it how we want.


So the wicked servant


	 (corrupted by this newly appointed power)
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	 	 feels elevated, elite and important.


	 	 	 He begins to treat his fellow bondservants 


	 	 	 	 as lesser than himself.


I’ve seen this happen all too often in the church


	 where members who have been around for a long time


	 	 feel superior to those who have only recently come


	 	 	 and so believe their voice is more important.


We see this in the TV show The Office.


	 In the American version 


	 	 the character Dwight is obsessed 


	 	 	 with being “second in command,”


	 	 	 	 and would run the business much differently


	 	 	 	 	 that Michael Scott does if he were in power.


When he’s given the opportunity to run the office


	 everything falls apart


	 	 because he doesn’t listen to anyone else in the office;


	 	 	 they are beneath him.


Jesus tells us that he beats the others
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	 and that he eats and drinks with drunkards.


	 	 Instead of caring and providing for the others


	 	 	 he hoards everything to himself


	 	 	 	 and makes it all about him.


The warning comes in the line


	 that is all too familiar within Matthew 24:


…the master of that servant will come on a day when he 

does not expect him and at an hour he does not know…vs 50


The promise is that the Master will return.


	 We don’t know when, but he will return.


Then we reach the uncomfortable 


	 and slightly confusing portion of the parable:


…and will cut him in pieces and put him with the 

hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. vs. 51


The term cut him in pieces
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	 literally means to cut in two


	 	 but really signifies the idea of severe punishment.


This kind of behaviour 


	 is not something the Master tolerates


	 	 and will not allow it to go unpunished.


If the Master condoned such behaviour


	 He would conduct Himself in such a manner.


But we know, 


	 because He leaves


	 	 and establishes a bondservant to care for His household


	 	 	 He wants His household to flourish.


So anyone who prevents that from happening


	 will be held accountable.


We’re told after that punishment


	 he’ll be put…with the hypocrites.


	 	 That word means play-actor.


	 	 	 Anyone who pretends to be something they’re not.


In this case
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	 the wicked servant doesn’t know his true place.


	 	 That he’s not different from the rest of the household


	 	 	 and certainly not equal to the Master


	 	 	 	 (even though he behaves as if he is).


The reference of weeping and gnashing of teeth


	 is a common phrase used in the Bible


	 	 to suggest a place of torment or punishment.


	 	 	 Classically it’s understood as being a place 


	 	 	 	 outside of the city Jerusalem


	 	 	 	 	 indicating outside of the Presence of God.


TODAY 

So is this parable saying to us?


	 Jesus teaches that we have a choice:


	 	 1) Will we listen to the Master and do the job?


	 	 2) Will we assume we’re in charge now 


	 	 	 and act like a master ourselves?


WILL WE LISTEN TO THE MASTER? 

The Master (that is Jesus)
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	 tells us there’s a job to do.


	 	 24:45 says we are to 


	 	 	 give [the household] their food at the proper time.


What is that food?


	 If we look back in chapter 24


	 	 we hear Jesus say in verse 14


And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed 

throughout the whole world as a testimony to all 

nations, and then the end will come.


The food,


	 the nourishment,


	 	 the provisions that we are to provide to the world [household]


	 	 	 is the gospel of Jesus Christ’s Kingdom!


It is the hope


	 that fuels us forward


	 	 knowing that there’s something greater coming;


	 	 	 we can taste a bit of it now,


	 	 	 	 but it’s only scratching the surface of what’s ahead.


Jesus confirms all of this at the end of Matthew’s gospel:
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Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations…teaching them 

everything I have commanded you. 
3

That is our task.


TEMPTATIONTOBEMASTERS 

But we are also faced with the temptation


	 to make it all about us.


	 	 We’re tempted to behave like masters.


We can be tempted to feel superior


	 because we have such an amazing hope.


The confidence we have in Jesus


	 and the security we have under His grace


	 	 can unfortunately tempt us into the mentality 


	 	 	 that we are in and others are out.


We enter into this temptation 


	 in a couple of ways.


We enter into that temptation 


	 when we get into the thinking


 Matthew 28:19-203
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	 	 that because we’re saved


	 	 	 we need to drag people to where we are.


Although the goal is to make disciples of Jesus


	 this temptation can blind us to the fact


	 	 that only God can truly save and develop Christ followers.


What we’re tasked to do


	 is share the gospel and give testimony (or bear witness)


	 	 to the hope we have.


Sometimes when Christians fall into this temptation


	 there’s a sort of desperation that appears;


	 	 a pressure that it’s up to us to save this person’s soul.


	 	 	 So they’ll get on a soapbox with a megaphone


	 	 	 	 and shout out, “If you don’t turn to Jesus 


	 	 	 	 	 you’ll be judged and condemned!”


Now theologically that might make sense,


	 but the approach and execution of that kind of witness


	 	 fails to capture the loving, gracious, relational 


	 	 	 character of the Master.


	 	 	 	 It depends solely on the individual who’s living in 
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	 	 	 	 	 the temptation to do it themselves.


When we live in that temptation —


	 trying to force it ourselves, a part from God’s call or help —


	 	 we essentially beat others over the head with the Bible,


	 	 	 making the idea of following Jesus 


	 	 	 	 very unappealing.


We also enter into this temptation


	 when we start to isolate ourselves


	 	 with other Christians;


	 	 	 choosing to only associate with “people like us.”


We isolate ourselves 


	 to a sort of “Christian ghetto”


	 	 adorned with Scriptural artwork 


	 	 	 with the sounds of the cultural Christianese language.


When living out the temptation in this case,


	 what we say and do


	 	 often only makes sense to other Christians


	 	 	 and the “outside” world can’t relate.
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In doing this


	 we are failing to act as salt or light in the world


	 	 and in so doing we hoard the gospel for ourselves.


	 	 	 It’s like we’re eating and drinking with drunkards


	 	 	 	 and will take our place with the hypocrites


	 	 	 	 	 because we claim to have 


	 	 	 	 	 	 a gospel for all the world,


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 but we choose not to interact 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 with the world.


The temptation then


	 is to be our own masters - to do it our own way,


	 	 either by forcing others to faith like ours 


	 	 	 (bringing them to where we’re at)


	 	 	 	 or by isolating ourselves with those 


	 	 	 	 	 who are already like us.


The way of the Divine Revolution, then,


	 is to take seriously the task that Jesus (the Master)


	 	 has given to us,
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	 	 	 and approach life with the question,


	 	 	 	 How can I proclaim the hope of the gospel 

in the world around me?


Maybe it’s with words.


	 Maybe it’s in our actions.


	 	 Maybe it’s through a listening ear.


	 	 	 Maybe it’s through a prayer.


	 	 	 	 Maybe it’s through an act of intentional kindness.


Are we ready for Jesus to return?


	 Is the job of spreading the gospel done?


We can be sure 


	 that the Master will return.


	 	 Will He find us nourishing the world with His gospel,


	 	 	 Or will he have something else to say to us?


Let’s pray.


Lord Jesus I thank you for this parable because it reminds us that we’re 
here for a reason. You long for your gospel to spread across the globe and 
you choose to use us as the vehicle. Help us to do this well. Empower us 
with the boldness and courage to share the reason we have such hope.


