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“DIVINE	REVOLUTION:	Pray	with	Faith”	 Elaine	Wilson	
SPPC	 September	2,	2018	
Luke	18:1-8	
	
Today	is	the	last	day	of	our	Divine	Revolution	sermon	series	–		
	 all	summer,	we’ve	been	looking	at	a	few	of	the	parables	Jesus	told.	
	 	 And	Jesus	told	parables	to	reveal	truths		

about	the	Kingdom	of	God	and	about	the	King	of	that	Kingdom.	
	 	

And	today’s	parable	is	about	prayer.	
	
I	like	to	think	that	prayer	is	like	coffee.	
	 And	by	that	I	don’t	mean	that	it’ll	give	you	a	caffeine	boost,		

though	sometimes	prayer	might	very	well	energize	you.			
							I	don’t	mean	that	it’s	hot	and	soothing		

	especially	if	you’re	grumpy	first	thing	in	the	morning,		
although	prayer	could	definitely	soothe	a	grumpy	soul.			

	
I	like	to	think	that	prayer	is	like	coffee	because	it’s	customizable.			

It’s	so	individualized.		You	can	take	it	black,	or	with	cream	and	sugar.	 	
You	could	have	a	good	old	fashion	regular	drip,	or	a	French	press,	

	 	 or	a	cappuccino,	an	americano,	
or	a	half-caf	triple	venti	skinny	extra	foam	cinnamon	dolce	latte.	

Coffee	can	be	simple	or	extravagant.			
	
You	could	drink	it	the	same	way	every	day,	or	mix	it	up.	
	
	 You	can	enjoy	it	with	a	large	group	of	people,	or	a	small	circle	of	friends,	
	 	 or	just	by	yourself.	
	
And	though	there	are	people	who	might	argue	otherwise,	
	 There’s	not	really	a	right	way	or	a	wrong	way	to	drink	coffee,	
	 	 (unless	you’re	a	coffee	snob	like	my	husband,	Curtis).	
	
Some	people	might	even	argue	coffee	is	essential	to	their	existence.	
	
I’d	like	to	argue	that	prayer	is	essential	to	our	existence;		

prayer	is	an	integral	part	of	the	Christian	life.	
It’s	one	of	the	main	ways	we	connect	with	God.	
	 	

Prayer	can	be	intensely	personal	or	can	be	open	and	public.			
There	are	infinite	ways	to	pray	–		
					You	can	kneel,	sit	down,	stand	up,	lie	flat	on	the	ground;		

have	your	eyes	closed	or	open;	hands	folded,	hands	raised.	
	
Prayers	can	be	as	short	as	“Praise	God!”	or	“God,	help!”		
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or	as	long	as	one	needs	to	pray.			
	
In	fact,	you	don’t	even	necessarily	need	to	have	words	to	pray.			

I	always	love	that	quote	from	the	monk	Francis	of	Assisi	who	said,		
“Pray	always,	and	if	necessary,	use	words.”	

	
Prayer,	like	coffee,	is	customizable	and	individualized:	

there	isn’t	one	“right	way”	or	certain	words	you	have	to	use		
or	words	you	have	to	avoid.		There’s	no	right	or	wrong	way	to	pray.			

We	learn	about	this	in	the	psalms	–		
there	is	no	topic	that	is	off-limits	when	we	talk	to	God;		

no	filtering	is	necessary.			
	
Jesus	prayed.		A	lot.		Jesus	saw	prayer	as	integral	for	his	existence.	
	 His	disciples	saw	just	how	vital	prayer	was	to	Jesus	
	 	 that	they	even	asked	Jesus	to	teach	them	how	to	pray.	
	
And	here	in	this	parable	of	the	widow	and	the	judge,	
	 Jesus	also	teaches	his	disciples	about	prayer.	
	
Verse	1	tells	us	just	this:		

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need  
to pray always and not to lose heart.  (NRSV)	

	
The	need	to	pray	always;	to	keep	on	praying,	
	 and	to	not	give	up	or	lose	heart	or	be	discouraged.	
	
Why	would	we	lose	heart	or	get	discouraged?	
	 If	we	look	back	in	the	chapter	just	before	this	one,	
	 	 Jesus	is	teaching	his	disciples	about	his	coming	again	

	and	that	we	might	get	discouraged	while	we	wait	for	his	return;		
while	we	live	in	the	already-but-not-yet.		

We	might	get	discouraged	waiting	for	the	fullness	of	the	Kingdom	to	come.	
And	we,	along	with	all	the	followers	of	Christ,		

have	been	waiting	and	probably	have	been	discouraged		
countless	times	over	the	last	2000	years.	
	 And	to	us,	Jesus	says,	keep	on	praying	for	the	Kingdom		

and	don’t	lose	heart	that	it	will	come.	
	
And	Jesus	tells	a	parable:		

He said, “There was once a judge in some city who never gave God a 
thought and cared nothing for people.  A widow in that city kept after 
him: ‘My rights are being violated. Protect me!’ 
“He never gave her the time of day. But after this went on and on he 
said to himself, ‘I care nothing what God thinks, even less what 
people think.  But because this widow won’t quit badgering me, I’d 
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better do something and see that she gets justice—otherwise I’m 
going to end up beaten black and blue by her pounding.’”    (Luke 
18:2-5, MSG)	

	
Let’s	take	a	closer	look	at	the	two	characters	in	the	parable.	
	
The	judge:		
	 What	do	we	know	about	the	judge?	
	 	 I	find	it	interesting	that	we	don’t	know	much	

about	the	judge	from	this	short	parable		
except	that	Jesus	takes	the	time	to	mention	twice		

that	the	judge	neither	feared	God	nor	had	respect	for	people.			
What	is	this	supposed	to	tell	us	about	the	judge?	
	 That	he’s	a	bad	judge.	
	 	 In	the	Old	Testament,	one	of	the	main	qualifier	for	judges		
	 	 		 is	that	they	fear	God.	
	 This	judge	does	not	fear	God,	and	thus	doesn’t	abide	by	God’s	laws		

or	care	about	the	Old	Testament’s	provisions		
for	justice	towards	the	vulnerable	populations.			

Nor	does	the	judge	care	about	what	people	think;		
he	has	no	respect	for	people	–	he	doesn’t	play	favourites,		

he	has	no	moral	or	ethical	codes	to	follow;		
he	judges	out	of	his	own	whim	and	authority.			

And	so,	for	some	time,	he	refuses	the	widow’s	pleas.	
	
And	we	have	the	second	character	in	the	parable:	a	widow.	
	 What	do	we	know	about	the	widow?		Also	not	much.	
We	know	she	goes	to	the	courtroom	day	after	day	because	she	has	a	request	–		

“Grant	me	justice	against	my	adversary”	–		
literally	she	is	asking	in	verse	3	–	“Do	me	justice.”			

She’s	not	looking	for	vengeance	or	exorbitant	compensation;		
she	simply	wants	what’s	right	–		

for	the	judge	to	do	his	job,	and	do	what’s	right.i	
Because	back	then,	if	someone	wanted	justice,	they	had	to	go	to	the	judge.			

“In	the	ancient	Jewish	lawcourt,	all	cases…not	just	civil	ones		
[had	to	go	before	a	judge].		If	someone	had	stolen	from	you,		

you	had	to	bring	a	charge	against	them;		
you	couldn’t	get	the	police	to	do	it	for	you.			

If	someone	had	murdered	a	relative	of	yours,	the	same	would	be	true.			
So	every	legal	case	in	Jesus’	day	was	a	matter	of	a	judge		

deciding	to	vindicate	one	party	or	the	other...”ii		
	
What	else	do	we	know	about	widows?		

We	know	that	back	in	the	Middle	East	in	the	first	century,	
	 	 widows	were	very	vulnerable	people.	
	 They	were	not	like	widows	today	–	widows	today	might	have	pensions,		
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or	even	their	own	business;	not	so	in	the	first	century	Middle	East	–		
because	in	that	context,	a	woman’s	status	and	security		

was	entirely	dependent	upon	the	men	in	her	life:			
an	unmarried	woman	was	under	the	protection	and	provision	of	her	father;		

a	married	woman	was	under	the	protection	and	provision	of	her	husband.iii			
						But	a	widow	was	in	this	no-man’s	land	–		

no	longer	under	the	care	of	her	father		
					and	also	now	no	longer	under	the	care	of	her	husband.			

So	unless	she	has	a	son	or	a	thoughtful	son-in-law,		
she	was	on	her	own.			

And	this	is	the	case	of	the	widow	in	our	parable	–	she	has	no	men	left	in	her	life	–		
no	one	to	provide	protection	or	provision	for	her.		

This	is	why	she	appears	in	court	alone	–		
she	has	no	man	to	stand	with	her	or	to	stand	up	for	her.iv	

	
So	that	is	part	of	the	surprise	of	the	parable	–		

(remember	parables	are	meant	to	surprise	and	scandalize)	–		
						the	widow	is	doing	something	culturally	and	socially	shocking!			

It’s	a	cultural	surprise	that	she’s	even	there	in	the	courtroom...	
by	herself!v			“She	is	one	gutsy	lady!...				

She’s	so	committed	to	justice	that	she	dares	to	stand	there	alone!		
Without	any	male	coverage.”vi	

	
And	here’s	the	scandal	–	that	a	woman	would	be	used	as	a	hero	of	the	faith;		

back	in	the	first	century,	this	would	have	been	rare	or	unheard	of	–		
if	people	told	stories	of	heroes	of	the	faith,		

they	would	have	been	males.vii	
That	Jesus	uses	a	woman	as	the	example	of	faith		

would	have	been	scandalous	in	itself.	
	
So	we	have	this	widow	and	her	plea	for	the	right	thing	to	be	done,	
	 and	we	have	this	bad	judge	who	does	whatever	he	wants		

and	isn’t	accountable	to	anyone.			
And	he	refuses	the	widow’s	requests.			

With	a	judge	like	this,	the	only	ways	to	persuade	him		
were	likely	through	bribery	or	threats	–	and	this	widow	had	no	money		

nor	did	she	have	anything	with	which	to	blackmail	him,		
so	all	she	could	do	was	to	beg	and	plead.viii	

So	that’s	why	she	comes	back	day	after	day	because	she	wants	justice		
but	has	no	other	means	to	persuade	the	judge.			

	
And	here’s	another	surprise	of	the	parable	–		

in	this	fight	between	the	widow	and	the	judge,	the	widow	wins!		Surprise!	
The	widow	wins	–	the	judge	finally	gives	in	and	does	what	is	right		

–	he	takes	on	her	case	and	justice	is	done.			
Why?		Why	does	the	judge	finally	give	in?			
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Not	because	he	has	a	change	of	heart,		
not	because	he	suddenly	has	a	conversion	experience		

and	wants	to	serve	God	and	bring	justice;		
not	because	he	finally	respects	people;		

the	judge	does	not	change	–	he	is	just	as	bad	and	unjust	as	at	the	start.			
He	gives	in	because	of	the	widow’s	persistence.			

Verse	5,	the	NIV	says	–		
“yet	because	this	widow	keeps	bothering	me/keeps	troubling	me,		

I	will	see	that	she	gets	justice,		
so	that	she	won’t	eventually	come	and	attack	me.”			

Other	translations	translate	this	as	“so	she	may	not	wear	me	out”		
but	the	Greek	words	there	literally	mean		

“hit	me	under	the	eye”	–	a	boxing	term;		
so	she	won’t	give	me	a	black	eye.ix			

It’s	not	that	he’s	afraid	she’ll	tarnish	is	reputation	–		
remember	he	doesn’t	care	what	others	think	of	him;		

the	text	implies	that	the	judge	is	afraid		
that	the	widow	will	one	day	become	violent	with	him		

if	he	keeps	ignoring	her.			
And	that’s	what	motivates	him	to	actually	do	the	right	thing,	

not	because	she’s	so	annoying,	she	wears	him	out;			
but	fear	of	attack.		We	don’t	expect	that.			

There’s	nothing	to	suggest	the	widow	would	even	do		
something	like	that	but	that’s	what	we	are	told	motivates	the	judge		

to	do	the	right	thing,	to	do	his	job	properly.		
That’s	a	weird	twist	to	this	parable.		Surprising.	

	
The	parable	has	a	surprise	ending	because	in	that	culture,		

you	wouldn’t	expect	the	widow	to	win.	
	
When	I	was	studying	this	parable,	I	was	trying	to	figure	out	why	Jesus	chose	to	use		

these	characters	in	the	parable	–	why	a	widow	and	a	judge?			
Why	not	a	servant	and	a	master	like	in	other	parables?			

Why	a	widow	and	a	judge?			
And	I	think	the	reason	is	because	they	are	the	polar	opposites	in	that	society.			

The	reason	is	for	the	stark	contrast		
they	would	have	brought	in	his	audience’s	mind.			

The	judge	was	a	male	in	the	prominent	position	of	power,		
with	the	authority	to	make	things	happen,		

to	change	the	course	of	people’s	lives.			
Whereas	the	widow	was	the	ultimate	position	of	powerlessness	–		

no	authority	-	she	was	the	vulnerable	population	–		
according	to	the	Bible,	she	was	in	a	group	listed	as	most	defenseless	–		
									lumped	in	with	the	foreigner	and	the	orphan		

–	the	most	oppressed	and	easy-to-take-advantage-of	group.	
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So	the	surprise	and	scandal	of	this	parable		
is	that	someone	with	absolutely	no	power	and	influence		

can	affect,	can	persuade	someone	with	great	power		
and	influence	because	of	her	persistence.	

	
So	does	that	mean	Jesus	is	trying	to	teach	us		

that	the	key	to	having	our	prayers	answered		
is	pestering	God	until	he’s	so	annoyed	with	us	he	gives	in		

or	to	somehow	make	God	afraid	that	we’ll	attack	him		
so	he’ll	answer	our	requests?			

No,	of	course	not.			
That’s	not	what	Jesus	is	teaching	us	about	prayer.			

Sorry,	praying	for	a	winning	lottery	ticket	every	night		
is	not	going	to	make	it	happen.			

	
So	then	what	is	this	parable	about?	
	
Jesus	tells	this	parable	to	teach	us	about	prayer:	

that	God	answers	prayer	and	will	bring	justice.			
Jesus	arguing	from	the	lesser	to	the	greater	–	that	if	an	unjust,	bad	judge	like	this	one		

eventually	does	the	right	thing	for	a	lowly,	powerless	widow;		
how	much	more	will	a	good	and	just	God		

do	the	right	thing	for	not	a	lowly	widow,		
but	his	highly	loved	chosen	ones?		

	
Remember	the	context	of	this	parable	was	that	Jesus	is	teaching	his	disciples		

to	keep	on	praying	and	to	not	be	discouraged	while	waiting	for	his	return.			
In	a	time	of	the	not-yet	when	injustice	seems	rampant,		

his	followers	are	not	to	lose	hope	because	the	good	God	will	bring	justice;		
will	bring	his	Kingdom.			

	
So	what’s	going	on	with	verse	8,		which	seems	so	disconnected		

from	the	rest	of	the	parable?		It	seems	almost	off-topic	–		
“when	the	Son	of	Man	comes,	will	he	find	faith	on	the	earth?”			

	
I	think	what	Jesus	is	trying	to	teach	us	about	prayer		

is	that	prayer	is	intimately	connected	with	faith.	
	 	 	
That	while	there’s	no	one	“right”	way	to	pray,	there’s	a	correct	posture	to	prayer,		

and	that	posture	is	faith.		We	are	to	pray	with	faith.			
We	are	to	pray	with	faith	in	two	ways	–		

1)	we	pray	with	faith	that	prayer	actually	works	–		
that	God	hears	us	and	responds.			
That	something	mysterious	and	miraculous	happens	when	we	pray.			

	 That	is,	that	even	we,	someone	with	no	power	and	authority	(like	the	widow)		
can	affect	and	influence,	can	have	the	ear	of		
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someone	with	the	highest	power	and	authority	(God).			
Scandalous.		Amazing.			

We	have	direct	access	to	God’s	ear	–	wow.			
But	not	only	that,	God	hears	our	prayers	and	will	answer.			

	
And	2)	we	are	to	pray	with	faith	that	God	is	able	–		

when	we	pray,	we	need	the	posture	of	actually	believing		
that	God	can	and	will	work	for	the	good	of	his	people.		

Otherwise	it	is	just	empty	talk.		
If	we	don’t	actually	believe	in	what	we’re	saying	to	God,		

that’s	as	good	as	not	praying.			
And	when	people	stop	praying,	it’s	usually	because	they	believe		

that	God	is	either	aloof,	impotent,	or	cruel,	or	all	three		
–	people	usually	stop	praying		

because	they	don’t	think	God	is	aware	of	the	situation,		
that	God	doesn’t	have	the	power		

to	actually	change	their	situation;		
or	God	doesn’t	care	about	them.			

All	of	these	are	false	understanding	of	God.			
All	of	these	stem	in	a	lack	of	faith	in	God	–		

(and	lack	of	faith	leads	to	lack	of	prayer.)			
		

But	actually	the	converse	is	true,	faith	leads	to	prayer;	and	prayer	leads	to	faith.			
It’s	a	positive	feedback	loop.	

One	theologian	puts	it	this	way,		
“faith	prompts	prayer,	while	prayer	strengthens	faith.”x	

	
But	notice	what	the	widow	asks	for	–		

not	a	bigger	house	or	higher	status	or	a	new	husband,		
but	for	justice;	that	the	right	thing	be	done.			

Perhaps	this	is	key	to	what	Jesus	is	teaching	us	about	prayer	–		
because	people	sometimes	get	frustrated	when	we	pray	to	God	–		

and	we	don’t	feel	like	God	is	answering	our	prayers		
or	that	God	isn’t	moving	fast	enough	–		

God	answers	prayers,		
but	sometimes	not	in	the	ways	we	want	or	expect,		

like	we	talked	about	in	the	kid’s	time.			
Sometimes	we	are	asking	for	the	wrong	things.	

	
But	one	of	the	key	things	Jesus	is	pointing	out	here		

is	that	when	we,	like	the	widow,	pray	for	justice,		
God	will	definitively	answer	–	because	he	is	a	God	of	justice.			

When	we	pray	in	line	with	God’s	will,	he	will	always	answer	yes.			
There	may	be	many	prayers	that	God	answers	no	to,		

or	not	yet	or	not	in	this	way;		
but	whenever	we	pray	in	line	with	God’s	will	and	for	God’s	justice,		
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his	answer	will	always	be	yes.			
	
So	in	this	world	still	filled	with	injustice,		

keep	on	praying	with	the	passion	and	persistence	of	the	widow		
and	do	not	lost	heart,		
					because	when	we	pray	with	the	posture	of	faith	–		

faith	in	prayer	and	faith	in	the	God	to	whom	we	pray;		
be	encouraged	that	whenever	our	prayers	align	with	the	God	of	justice,		

he	will	always	answer	yes.	
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