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“I Believe…”
Hebrews 11:1-12:3

Why study the Apostles’ Creed? (60th Anniversary)
• It connects us with Church before us 

• Primary vs. Secondary Doctrines
• It connects us with the Church to come.

First 2 Words: “I believe…”

• English language confuses us: “I believe in God”
• ENG = “I believe that God exists”

• LATIN = “I put my confidence in God” ; “I trust in God.”
• To believe means more than just declaring the existence of 

God; 
• To believe (our faith) means we declare God’s revolutionary 

hope and put our whole trust and confidence in that hope 
above everything else.  

Hebrews 11-12

• 11:1-2 - “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and 
assurance about what we do not see. This is what the 

ancients were commended for.”
• This is the inward & outward weight of faith:

• confidence in what we hope for.
• “When the Preacher names faith as the 

‘[confidence] of things hoped for,’ he is 
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describing what faith has: it already 
possesses in the present what God has 

promised for the future.” (Long, 113).
• Holy Spirit - transforms us into 

likeness of Christ; moves us toward 
God’s promised future (KoG).

• when chaos threatens us, God’s promises 
for peace, mercy, justice, salvation will 

remain true.
• assurance about what we do not see

• hypostasis - used earlier in Hebrews to 
describe how the Son is the expression of 

God’s hypostasis (God’s very being, 1:3). 
• “…faith is the ‘very being’ of God’s 

promises.” (Long, 113).
• It’s more than just the confidence 

and comfort in knowing that chaos 
won’t have the last word but that 

chaos, evil, destruction will actually 
bow down to the King; it won’t have 

any power at all.
• Our faith is God’s promises 

embodied - whenever evil, 
injustice, suffering attacks us, our 

faith is the very embodiment of 
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God’s promises. In the midst of 
those times we can confidently say, 

“You’re not going to win.”

• vv. 3-40: Examples from Israel’s history of faith 
• This is God’s testimony to us: those who have gone 

before you have shown this faith and reveal to you the 
way you should go.

• 11:39-40 - “These were all commended for their faith, yet 
none of them received what had been promised, since God 

had planned something better for us so that only together 
with us would they be made perfect.”

• more was to come!
• 12:2 - the ULTIMATE EXAMPLE = Christ!

• Pioneer - lit. “prince, ruler, originator, founder”
• Perfecter - lit. “completeness”

• called to fix our eyes on Jesus  
      to lead us in faith.

• He knew that what the Father wanted to do  
     was worth going to the cross for!

Why study these first 2 words?

• Because every time we declare them we confess this kind of 
faith.

• We confess our confidence/trust in what God is doing
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• Telling God we want to be part of this!
• This is the culture we want to foster at Strathcona Park for 

future congregations to jump off from. 
• Kingdom of God looks like People who: Love God & 

Neighbour Radically
• Jesus loved God enough to see His Will done; He 

loved us enough to take our place on the cross; 
He loves so radically that the cosmos will never 

be the same again because of His victory over 
death.

• If this is the hopeful confidence our faith stirs within us, 
then we want to launch future Christians on the right 

trajectory and it starts by us maturing this very faith.
• It’s the faith the Preacher of Hebrews describes

• It’s the faith the Creed describes
• 60th Anniversary 

• we’ve inherited this faith…so we pass it along. 
• To believe means we declare God’s revolutionary hope and 

put our whole trust and confidence in that hope above 
everything else.  

• May we do this with great joy, giving God all the glory, as 
we celebrate, remember and anticipate this week. 

Pray


