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“Communion of Saints”
Acts 4:32-37

We live in an incredible time.
In no other age has humanity had 

this much knowledge/education;
access to complex technology;

most diverse ways of 
communicating and sharing information.

Technology has made long distance travel normal.
People commute for work from Kingston to Toronto or Ottawa

 multiple times a week.
We can go anywhere around the globe,

and reconnect with people in person
or if time is an issue we can see them face to face

with the push of a button on one of the devices we have.

We have so many ways 
to connect, sharing stories, sharing life.

So why, in the midst of all this, do we find 
a more lonely, depressed and isolated generation 

than we’ve ever seen before?

Week 5 of Apostles’ Creed study
• Chiasm:
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• I believe in  
the holy catholic church… 

             the communion of saints… 
the forgiveness of sins…

• we are holy because we’re forgiven
• both realities point to us being a communion of saints.

• MAIN POINT: To declare “I believe in…the communion of saints” 
means we believe in a holy God who has called individually to 

become part of a community in and through which He renews and 
regenerate us. (McGrath, 96)

HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH

• Holy = set apart

• Catholic = katholikos = “according to the whole”, or “universal.” In 

saying that the church is catholic, we are affirming that its message is 

valid and relevant to every age and every situation.” (93) 

• catholic is an affirmation of the universal validity and relevance of 
the gospel. (ibid)

• Church = ekklēsia (church/community) = “those who are called out” (“…
those who have been called out of the world into a community of faith…” 

pg 91) - not a building but a group of people; a political term.
• to become a Christian is to enter into this community of support, 

encouragement and love.

COMMUNION OF SAINTS 
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• Communion = old English word for “fellowship”

• Fellowship = koinōnia - the basic meaning of “sharing” 


• sharing joys & sorrows - 1 Cor 14:3-5

• sharing material goods and wealth - Rom 12:13; Eph 

4:28; 1 Tim 6:18; Heb 13:16; Acts 2:44-45.

• “To believe in ‘the fellowship of saints’ is to be 

committed to the practical consequences of this 

fellowship.” (Alister McGrath, 95).


• Saint = someone who is holy.

• “Christians are holy, not because of anything they are in 

themselves but because of the One who has called them…The 
fact that we are holy has nothing to do with our personal merit 

or sanctity of life; it has everything to do with the fact that we 

have been called by a holy God and have responded to 
him.” (McGrath, 95)


• Despite our sin we’ve been set apart from the world. 

• we’ve been “called out” (#ekklēsia) to show the world 

another way (our created way) of living.

• Image: Tarps on buildings being built to protect them from 

elements - “God shelters his work of renewal and 

regeneration within us with the external coverings of his 

righteousness.” (McGrath 97)


THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS


• 4 ways of understanding this:


• legal
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• “Here forgiveness is understood in terms of the 
remission of a debt. Forgiveness of sins may thus be 

regarded as a legal concept, involving the remission of a 
penalty or debt…Whatever penalty was due for human 
sin has been fully met by the obedient death of Christ on 
the cross.” (99)


• reconciliation

• “If there are two persons who once enjoyed a close 

relationship but now have drifted apart, that relationship 
will remain broken unless someone attempts a 

reconciliation. Someone has to take the initiative and 
approach the other party, acknowledging that the 
relationship has gone wrong, recalling how precious and 
important that relationship once was, affirming their love 
and concern for the other - and asking them to restore 
the relationship. If the other party is not prepared to 
restore the relationship, no progress has been made. If 
forgiveness is offered but not accepted, the relationship 
remains unaltered. Similarly, we must decide to accept 
God’s forgiveness.” (99-100)


• salvation

• two central notions:  

      1) rescue/deliverance 
      2) wholeness/health


• redemption
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• “…to buy back…restoring someone to a state of 
liberty — at a price. Christ’s death and resurrection set 
us free from our bondage to sin and death.” (102)


WHY DOES IT MATTER?


When we come to church we should expect to leave differently. 


• God uses the people around us, the conversations we have, the 
prayers we lift up together and for each other, the hymns we hear 
sung out of each others’ mouths, the Scriptures that are shared 
through each others’ mouths…all of this is used by the Holy Spirit 

to RENEW and REGENERATE us. 


• In a world that isolates us — into our personal castles that we deck 
out with all the comforts so we don’t really have to go out; where we 
update the newsfeed on our personal news broadcasting system 
(Facebook, Twitter, social) — GOD beckons us to come out of our 

isolation and into a community where the messiness of 

relationships happen. 

◦ yes we’re going to hurt each other; yes we’re going to get 
offended; yes we’ll be challenged and made uncomfortable. 

But all of this is necessary to live in relationship, and the 
result is that we grow deeper, we have people around us that 
we trust, we find encouragement and support, and we can be 
built up when everything else around us is trying to tear us 
down. 


God uses His fellowship of saints to build each other up.  

He knows how isolating this world can be.


