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“Life Everlasting”
1 Corinthians 15:20-28

Last Section of the Apostles’ Creed

• “I believe in the resurrection of the body  

          and the life everlasting. Amen.”

• Also Christ the King Sunday

• Question: If Christ is King…why do Christians suffer?

• Why do bad things happen to good people? (Mt 13:24-30)

• Why do good things happen to bad people? (Ps 73:3; Jer 12:1b)

Paul to Corinthians

• If Christ isn’t raised, our preaching/faith is useless! (vv. 14, 17)

• It comes to a matter of faith — can you believe that Jesus is 

alive? Do you trust his promise to return?

• temptation: cynicism - we experience such pain and turmoil In 

the world that we can’t fathom the idea of things ever getting 

better. This comes from a lack of vision that Christ really will 

return to establish his full Kingdom; life everlasting.
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Vision for the future (1 Cor 15:20-28)!

• Jesus’ resurrection // our resurrection.

• “[the Corinthians]…did not see that there was a direct connection 

between Christ’s resurrection and their own future fate…The 

metaphor of ‘first fruits’ serves to express the idea that the great 

harvest of the general resurrection is at hand.” (Hays, 263)

• Paul tells us: Christ’s current reality is our future.

• Characteristics of resurrection

• Death of death.

• vv. 21-22 — just as sin swept throughout all of humanity 

because of Adam; life sweeps throughout all of humanity 

because of Christ.

• vs. 23 specifies the “all” - those belonging to 

Christ

• Our sin replaced with Christ’s Life in us.

• Ushers in the Beginning of the End - eternal life.

• Venn Diagram movement

• Jesus as King (vv. 24-27) — setting everything in place
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• bringing order to the chaos; bringing justice to the 

injustice; lifting up the weak and humbling the 

strong;

When all is put right under Christ’s lordship and reign, 

He hands over the Kingdom to God the Father

(the One who made all of this possible in the first place)

…so that God may be all in all. vs. 28

This is the Life Everlasting.

• I will be with my People. (Jeremiah 31:31; 1Kg 6:13; Zech 9:8; Rev 21:3)

• Life Everlasting isn’t just imagining our current life but going on for an 

eternity.

• ‘Eternal life’ means life with God, outside the confines of space 

and time…. To believe is to be born again, to come to newness 

of life that endures for ever and ever. To come to faith in Jesus 

Christ is to begin a new relationship with God that is not 

abolished by death but is actually deepened — death sweeps 

away the remaining obstacles to our experiencing the presence 

of God.” (McGrath 105) 
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• Eternal Life experienced NOW

• "Eternal life is inaugurated, but not fulfilled, in our present 

life as believers. To enter fully into eternal life is not to 

experience something totally strange and unknown. 

Rather, it is to extend and deepen our experience of the 

presence and love of God.” (McGrath 105) 

• Everlasting Life isn’t just futuristic.  

We experience Everlasting/Resurrection Life even now 

(in part) which is what helps us get through the 

suffering we experience. 

• We have hope of the completed resurrection and 

that hope allows us to see the goodness in life 

and the presence of God even in the midst of 

the suffering (each of these moments are breaths 

of resurrection in our lungs).

WHY DO CHRISTIANS SUFFER IF CHRIST IS KING?

• Suffering is a necessary aspect of life (physical, mental, emotional, 

spiritual). But unlike other philosophies or religions, Christianity tells us 

that our suffering is not pointless.
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• Christ suffered; so we must suffer 

• Romans 6:3 “…all of us who were baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death…” 

• 2 Peter 2:21 “To this you were called, because Christ 

suffered for you, leaving you an example that you should 

follow in his steps.”

• If we follow Christ we’ll experience crucifixion moments. 

These moments are part of Christ’s ministry in and 

through us. 

• Suffering for Christ’s name always leads to 

resurrection/eternal life!

• Christ resurrected; so we’ll be resurrected

• vs. 28 “When [Jesus establishes order], then the Son himself 

will be made subject to him who put everything under him, 

so that God may be all in all.”

• This is the Future Vision for God to be all in all.

• Eugene Peterson: “For if the future is dominated by the 
coming again of Jesus, there is little room left on the 
screen for projecting our anxieties and fantasies.” (Intro: 

Thessalonians, The Message, p. 1738)
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• Our fears of what we might lose, the damage we 

might cause (to ourselves or others), the pain we 

might experience in these sufferings become 

irrelevant when God’s Future Vision is firmly 

rooted as our vision.

• Our fantasies of being on top, having everything 

figured out, being in control, finding full comfort 

that push us to avoid suffering find no place when 

God’s Future Vision is firmly rooted as our vision.

When Christians suffer

it is not senseless suffering,

but opportunities for us to sink deeper and deeper

into God’s Future Vision

and it’s an invitation to rest in the hope

that Christ is coming again;

we’ll be resurrected just as He is;

share in His inheritance;

and God will be all in all.

The Apostles’ Creed is more than a declaration of faith. It’s a prayer. Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit work these truths deep in our souls. Amen and amen. 
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