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RAHAB 
Joshua 2:1-16

Belief vs Faith 

• Jay Cochrane - tightrope walker over Niagra Falls.

• “Who believes I can cross with someone on my back?” 

“Any volunteers?”

• There’s a difference between believing something is possible 

and having the faith to actually pursue it.

• People critique Christianity saying “It’s a dying religion.”  

I wonder if people suggest this  

           because they keep meeting Christians who believe… 

                 but have no faith?

2 QUESTIONS:  

WHY IS RAHAB INCLUDED?

• Rahab reverses the expectations of “who is in and who is out” in 

regards to God’s People - those who demonstrate faith…not their 

verbal claim to the community.

HOW DOES SHE POINT TO JESUS?
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• She points us to Jesus in that she is the definition of the type of 

people Jesus came to save; to include in His community.

LET’S SET THE STAGE 

vv. 1-7

• Lost in Translation - sexual innuendo.

• Shittim - is history repeating itself?

• “It was at Shittim that Israelite men first ‘began to have 

sexual relations [prostitute themselves] with the women of 

Moab. These invited the people to the sacrifices to their 

gods’ (Num 25:1, 2). The warning signs set up by the 

allusion to the place called Shittim are clear; women of 

the land are dangerous and lead to apostasy.”

• Deuteronomic audience - centred around the idea that we 

are God’s People because we’re set apart by the Law. 

• Focus on who is in and who is out (very religious 

approach).

• Joshua 1:17-18 - spies break this promise already!
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• “Whoever rebels against your word and does not 

obey it, whatever you may command them, will be put 

to death.”

• they don’t survey the land as instructed (2:1); 

instead they go and entered the house of a 

prostitute named Rahab and stayed there.

• lit: “to lay down there” (spend the night). 

• Rahab’s very name has sexual 

connotations attached to it.

• Is history repeating itself? — Israel has the chance to do it right, 

but the spies abandon the plan, head straight for a prostitute’s 

home and stay the night! 

• Are the spies foreshadowing the inevitable end of Israel’s 

journey? Are they going to turn away from God (again) 

and pursue the gods of foreign women?

• Contrast - Israelite men do the wrong thing; Rahab does the right 

thing - reversal of expectations. 

• Who’s in and who’s out? Rahab is the LAST person who 

would be expected to demonstrate faith in YHWH. Yet, 
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she demonstrates the faith that the unnamed spies could 

not.

vv. 8-16 - Confession of Faith

• Verses 8 - 11

• great fear of you & melting in fear - from Moses & 

Miriam’s Song (Exodus 15).

• Heard of the LORD’s great power/victories:  

for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and 

on the earth below.

• Verses 12-16

• kindness = lovingkindness = covenantal language.

• Rahab has demonstrated covenantal mercy (a central 

characteristic of YHWH) and asks the Israelites to return 

this mercy.

SUMMARY ANSWERS FOR 2 QUESTIONS 

• Why is Rahab included?

• She’s marginal - reversal of expectations.

• She declares her faith in the LORD.
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• She embodies the identity Israel was meant to emulate; 

that of lovingkindness (mercy) — full submission to God.

• How does she point to Jesus?

• “Inclusion of Rahab in the genealogy acts to foreshadow this 

important Matthew theme and serves to point towards a Messiah 

who will respond with mercy to those on the margins seeking his 

help.” (Clements, 94-95). 

• respond with covenant; lovingkindness; mercy to those on the 

margins.

• For it is by grace that you have been saved, through faith. 

(Eph 2:8-9)

HOW DO WE LIVE NOW? 

• Who are God’s People? 

• NOT the righteous, devoted to church/congregation (even those 

who have attended their whole life).

• God’s People are those who demonstrate FAITH because of 

what God has done and TRUST God with their future.

• Question for us: 
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• We know what God has done for us, but do we TRUST Him with 

our future? 

• we can know God but not trust Him.

• How are people going to hear about what God has done?

• Who is walking alongside them (covenanting with them) 

as they learn how to trust and put their faith in God?

We have faith.

Faith knowing that Jesus came for sinners.

He spent time with the marginalized, forgotten, ignored,

and he welcomed them into His community.

Who is God drawing you to covenant with?


