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“Memorial”
1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Prayer…

A lot of what we experience in life is not new. 

• The brokenness in human relationships, 

• the hatred we witness between people, 

• the failures we experience

• the sense of not being good enough or measuring up


As Christians we have been given 

	 a powerful and holy event that enables us 

	 	 to face such experiences and know there’s still hope 

	 	 	 even in the face of the darkness. 


The Lord’s Supper (communion, eucharist) 

	 is one of the sacraments that every Christian tradition recognizes, 

	 	 because Jesus gave it to us Himself: 


	 	 	 “do this in remembrance of me.” (Lk 22:19).


In this Lenten series we’re looking at 


	 7 approaches (or angles) of the Lord’s Supper. 

This morning we’re looking at 

	 one of the most common approaches: 

	 	 a memorial meal. 

It’s centred around the word Jesus uses, 

	 himself: remembrance. 
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MAIN POINT: Remembering takes us out of our own context to realize 

the bigger picture:


• We aren’t alone in this — connection with church past & future  

• The gospel is true despite our circumstances — connection with 

resurrected Jesus, King of the Cosmos!


PASSAGE | 1 Corinthians 11:23-26


• vv. 24, 25 — In remembrance of me... 


• remembrance


• Although Luke only records Jesus using this word once, Paul 
repeats it twice in his letter to the Corinthians - marking its 
significance to Paul.


• remembrance = anamnesis (Gk) - connected with zkr (HB) 

meaning “remember” 


• same word GOD uses when he says, “I will remember my 
covenant…” (Gen 9:15) — God recalls, and acts 
accordingly.


• “…specifically implies that we live in the present and 
behave in the present in light of our memory. It is memory 
that gives meaning to our present.” (Smith, 39).


• We remember a specific moment in time, not simply because 

it’s a nice memory but because by that moment every aspect 

of our lives have been changed forever. 


• The death and resurrection of Jesus has impacted us to the 
core and our lives are much different than they would’ve 
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been if Jesus had not come. 

• vs. 26 — ...you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 


• proclaim


• in Reformed worship we proclaim the gospel  in two arenas: 


• 1) the gospel preached through the exposition of Scripture, 


• 2) the symbolic, ritual action (LT) - a visible and 
gestural proclamation of the gospel.


• “Just as baptism necessarily accompanies the Word that calls 

us to faith, the action of the Lord’s Supper necessarily 

accompanies the preached Word that sustains our faith. It is 
necessary because it is different and complementary; it is a 
different form of proclamation.” (Smith, 42).


• We proclaim his death until he comes. 


• to proclaim Christ’s death is to proclaim the starting point when 

the gospel had cosmic effect. Prior to Jesus’ death the power 
of the gospel (God’s Kingdom come near) was restricted to the 
physical form of Jesus, Himself. Upon His death, the curtain in 
the temple was torn in two and the veil between heaven and 
earth tore with it.  

To participate in the Lord’s Supper is to proclaim the moment 

the gospel shook the cosmos forever and it hasn’t been the 

same since!


 

THEME: MEMORY
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• Lord’s Supper as memorial meal is NOT:  

◦ sentimental nostalgia — “…memories serve us well only if they 
enable us to be fully present in the here and now and grant us 
courage to face tomorrow.” (Smith, 37)


◦ to celebrate the LS as a memorial meal is to remember 
the deep impact Jesus has made not only in our lives, 
but in the cosmos! Life itself has forever been altered for 
our good and that’s what we come to remember.  

◦ remembering everything with rose coloured glasses — “The 

past is not a golden age to be rehearsed with 

nostalgia. Rather it is a retelling of [certain] events of the 

past that matters. The telling of the past instructs, informs, 

and encourages us to live in the present in light of the 

past — particularly those events in the past that we believe 

must shape the contours of our present.” (Smith, 38)


◦ if we catch ourselves remembering a time when churches 
were full and communion services were packed with 
Christians who were all partaking in this event, and we’re 
longing for that day again, we’re not remembering what 
we’re supposed to be remembering. The gospel isn’t less 

true now then it was in 1950: what matters is 

remembering the events that will shape how we live 

today. 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◦ merely a cerebral, intellectual activity — not just forcing our 
brains to think about Jesus’ actions 


◦ but in our remembering we find ourselves in the very presence 
of the One we’re remembering: 


◦ We remember His death — the starting point of the 
gospel’s cosmic ripple effect


◦ But we experience the risen Jesus, King of the 
Cosmos! — the reality after the gospel has been fully 
completed!


◦ He’s our host! - enabling us to live in the grace of 
God.


◦ “Since Christ is the host of the meal, and very 

much present in the celebration…the focus and 

central dynamic of the event are in the present, 

not the past.” (40) — Communion centres us on 
the grace we receive from God through Christ, 
made known to us by His Spirit, to live in the world 
as it is now.  

MAIN POINT: Remembering takes us out of our own context to realize 

the bigger picture:


• We aren’t alone in this  
	LS joins us with the church past, present and future. In that we 
realize what we experience as Christians today in 2019 is not that 
different from what the early church experienced, what the 
Reformers experienced or what the church in 2059 will experience. 
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• We can’t fixate our attention on the past, wishing we can go back 
(God hasn't called us there anymore). Christ is meeting us in this 
very place, at this very time, in order to fuel our faith so that we 
might take it into the world around us and bear witness to that grace. 

• The gospel is true despite our circumstances — Jesus is the 
HOST of the LS so we have communion with the risen King of the 
Cosmos! We proclaim his death (the moment the gospel started a 
cosmic movement - and not just Jesus’ sole ministry); and we 
experience the end result of that gospel in the resurrected Christ, 
King Jesus. In the LS we have the gospel in its entirety!


Conclusion



