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“Covenant”
Mark 14:22-25

RECAP 

We are in week 4 of our series


	 looking at 7 emphases of the Lord’s Supper.


In a way we come to a transition this morning:


	 the words we’ve explored so far 


	 	 bring us to the event of the Lord’s Supper


	 	 	 from the world;


we’ve come from busy weeks, months, lives


	 and called to remember Jesus’ death


	 	 as we encounter the risen Jesus who hosts us at this table;


we come from disjointed experiences


	 as we’ve rushed from place to place,


	 	 task to task,


	 	 	 and we’re called into fellowship with Jesus


	 	 	 	 and each other - nurturing the very relationships 


	 	 	 	 	 we are designed to thrive within.


we come to receive


	 the mercy and forgiveness 


	 	 for the times we failed to live as Kingdom people
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	 	 	 and receive such undeserved grace


	 	 	 	 that we are moved to extend that grace to those 


	 	 	 	 	 we encounter at the table and beyond.


The transition that we come to this morning


	 is, “…out of this encounter with Christ, 


	 	 we anticipate our return to the world — 


	 	 	 to our relationships and our work.” 
1

This morning we’re looking at the Lord’s Supper


	 as the place where our COVENANT with God is renewed.


MAIN POINT: The Lord’s Supper renews the covenant we’ve made in 

our baptism and enables us to live under His reign/the Kingdom of 

God. 

PASSAGE 

Our text this morning


	 is nearly identical of the Matthew text we explored last week.


	 	 But there are two main words 


 Smith, Gordon T. A Holy Meal. (BakerAcademic: Grand Rapids, 2005), 67.1
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	 	 	 I’d like us to focus our attention on this morning: 


	 	 	 	 Kingdom and Covenant.


The first observation we can make


	 is both of these words (Kingdom & Covenant)


	 	 are related to the cup which is Christ’s


	 	 	 blood of the covenant.


Gordon T. Smith states,


“[What’s]…implied in the language of the cup is that in and through 

the shed blood of Christ something is established for those who 

participate: They have a new identity, and as new people of 

God, they are called into a distinctive way of being in the 

world.”  2

So the first word: KINGDOM.


	 In his letter to the Romans,


	 	 Paul writes in chapter 6 


But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves 

of sin have become obedient from the heart to the 

standard of teaching to which you were committed, 

 ibid., 68.2
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and having been set free from sin, have become slaves 

of righteousness. Rom 6:17-18


Paul highlights the reality


	 that humans will always serve something/someone 


	 	 (money, sex, fame, 


	 	 	 or ourselves with pride, 


	 	 	 	 or the attention of others with envy or greed)


	 	 	 	 	 The human heart longs for something.


The language of KINGDOM


	 highlights the idea that 


	 	 “freedom is found through submission to 


	 	 	 the authority and will of God.” 
3

When Jesus came to proclaim 


	 that the kingdom of heaven/God had come near (in Him)


	 	 it was appropriate that every teaching & miracle that followed


	 	 	 was a reordering of interpretation;


	 	 	 	 the Law was no longer the focal point,


	 	 	 	 	 but the rule and reign of God;


	 	 	 Moses wasn’t the founding hero of Israel’s narrative,


 ibid., 69.3
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	 	 	 	 God the Father was: it was God…


	 	 	 	      - who sent the manna,


	 	 	 	      - who gave the Sabbath for humanity


	 	 	 	      - who validated everything Jesus said and did.


Jesus draws our attention 


	 to the reality that God is Sovereign over all.


So when we come to the Table,


	 we come as sinners in need of mercy,


	 	 but we also come as people of a new order 


	 	 	 (the Kingdom order).


This Kingdom order is reflected 


	 in the way we relate to others,


	 	 the quality of our work (being done for God as our worship),


	 	 	 in our identity as God’s People, 


	 	 	 	 surrendering ourselves (as Paul suggests) 


	 	 	 	 	 to the reign of Jesus while living in the world. 
4

“…the Christian community is a living witness to the reign of Christ…the 

community of faith lives with the abiding conviction that we can even now 

live under the reign of Christ. When we do, it is an assault on the powers 

 ibid.4
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of darkness, a tangible sign of confidence that Jesus will one day make all 

things well and that even now he can rule in our hearts. Our lives, 

therefore, can be a foretaste of the kingdom that is yet to come.”   5

This leads us to our second word: COVENANT.


To understand the Lord’s Table as a renewal of our covenant 


	 we need to back up and outline what our covenant with God is.


We heard earlier,


	 the vows taken at baptism, 


	 	 and reclaimed at the time of membership.


• Trusting in the gracious mercy of  God who has been 
faithful to us in all generations, do you turn away from 
sin, renounce evil and all powers in the world which rebel 
against God or oppose God's rule of  justice and love? 

• Do you renounce the ways of  sin which separate you from 
the love of  God?  

• Do you turn to Jesus Christ accepting him as Lord and 
Saviour, trusting in his grace and love?  

• Do you desire, in dependence on the Holy Spirit, to 
mature as a Christian in the church, to seek the guidance 
of  Christ as you listen for his Word, to celebrate his death 
and life at the table he provides, and to engage in his 
mission to the world?  

These vows capture the covenant we make with God;


 ibid.5
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	 to submit ourselves to the Lordship of Jesus;


	 	 to renounce anything that hinders God’s rule in our lives;


	 	 	 to mature in this way of life through the Holy Spirit.


Smith says,


“The covenant speaks of the mode or method by which God enters 

into a relationship with his people and also of what it means to live 

in light of the kingdom.” 
6

It’s based on the promise


	 God gave his people long ago:


I will be your God, and you will be my people.  7

When this promise was given


	 it was God who took the initiative,


	 	 it was God who outlined the parameters,


	 	 	 and it was God who guarantees the covenant.


A covenant is made between two (or more) people - 


	 both agreeing to fulfill their end of the covenant.


	 	 In Genesis 15 we see God making the covenant with Abram


 ibid., 70.6

 see Genesis 17:7, Exodus 6:7, Ezekiel 34:24; 36:28, Jeremiah 7:23; 30:22; 31:33.7
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When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a 

smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and 

passed between the pieces Gen 15:17


The firepot and blazing torch are symbols of God’s awesome presence


	 (so it is God who passes between the pieces).


	 	 That’s how covenants were made, 


	 	 	 by having both parties involved walk between 


	 	 	 	 the pieces of the necessary sacrifices


	 	 	 	 	 as a symbol and agreement before God.


We hear this language again in Jeremiah 34:18 which says,


Those who have violated my covenant and have not fulfilled the 

terms of the covenant they made before me, I will treat like the 

calf they cut int two and then walked between its pieces.


But in the Genesis account,


	 we’ll note that it’s only God who passes between the pieces. 

	 	 Walter Brueggemann states,
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“It is one-sided as a commitment on the part of God to 

Abraham and exacts no comparable allegiance from 

Abraham to God. It is a commitment of free grace.” 
8

And in light of the Jeremiah passage,


	  “…God is invoking a curse upon himself


	 	 if he doesn’t keep his covenant.” 
9

But God indeed keeps His covenant.


	 God fulfilled this covenant in Jesus,


	 	 who lived the Kingdom life 


	 	 	 that God’s People were meant to emulate,


	 	 	 	 and who paid the price of sin (death) on our behalf.


So when it comes to our covenant


	 (made at our baptism and reclaimed at our profession of faith),


	 	 it is a covenant made by the free grace of God.


Whenever we come to the Lord’s Table


	 we renew this covenant with God


	 	 (proclaiming these same vows through our regular 24/7 lives)


 Brueggemann, Walter. Interpretation: Genesis. (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2010), 150.8

 Waltke, Bruce K. Genesis a commentary. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001), 245.9
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	 	 	 that through faith in Jesus


	 	 	 	 we will submit ourselves 


	 	 	 	 	 to the Sovereign Rule of God.


"Baptism is the rite of initiation, the act that establishes our identity as 

participants in the covenant, as those who with the Christian community 

choose to live under the reign of God. The Lord’s Supper, in turn, is the 

rite - the tangible corporate act - by which the terms of our baptism are 

renewed and sustained in our lives.”  10

When we come to the Table


	 we proclaim our identity as children of God


	 	 who live in a world that does not reflect His Kingdom.


As we encounter the risen Jesus, our host,


	 we are realigned with His Kingdom


	 	 so we might know the way of light


	 	 	 as we return into the darkness in the world around us.


When we read the news and get depressed;


	 when we experience loss and grief and mourning,


	 	 when we feel the pressures of society crushing our very souls,


 (Smith, 2005, 71-72).10
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	 	 	 it is at the Table that we remember


	 	 	 	 we are not meant for all of this;  

	 	 	 	 	 we were made for more.


What I found interesting in my study, is that 


“…it was an ancient Hebrew custom to renew a covenant at a meal, 

to eat and drink in the presence of God, as was evident, in 

particular, in the peace offerings.” 
11

And it made me think of Peter’s reinstitution in John 21.


	 After Peter had denied Jesus three times,


	 	 and being confronted with Jesus’ death,


	 	 	 Peter goes out fishing again (returns to his old life).


When Jesus shows up 


	 Peter lunges himself into the water


	 	 and meets Jesus on the shore.


And it’s around a meal (breakfast!) that Jesus reinstates Peter


	 despite his betrayal,


	 	 despite his flaws and failures.


 ibid., 73.11
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	 	 	 He reinstates Peter through whom the early church 


	 	 	 	 finds its earthly leadership.


WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR US TODAY? 

“…the Lord’s Supper involves a conscious and deliberate act of 

identification with God’s Kingdom purposes in the world…there is 

both the motivation and the grace to be all that we are called to be, 

to witness in word and deed to the very gospel that is portrayed in 

this meal. We move from table fellowship to the ministry of 

reconciliation.”  (75)  12

Just like Peter,


	 we are reinstated — despite what we’ve said or done,


	 	 that has worked against God’s Kingdom —


	 	 	 and called to follow Jesus. 
13

At the Lord’s Table, 

we renew our covenant with God 

and are enabled to pursue Kingdom infused lives 

that embody Jesus’ servanthood and sacrificial love. 

The Lord’s Table


 ibid., 75.12

 see John 21:19.13
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	 welcomes us and prepares us


	 	 to leave different from when we came.


We leave the Table,


	 realigned to God’s Kingdom


	 	 and ready to display Kingdom lives to the world.


