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“Forgiveness”
Matthew 26:26-29

RECAP 

We’re looking at 7 emphases of the Lord’s Supper.


	 1) Memorial Meal — the Lord’s Supper is the gospel in its entirety


	 	 - Remembering Jesus’ death 


	 	 	 (when the gospel took on cosmic effect)


	 	 - Invited by our host: the Resurrected, King Jesus


	 	 	 (the completion of the gospel)


	 2) Fellowship — with Jesus and each other (the 2 are inseparable).


	 	 - in the meal we have real encounter with risen Jesus.


	 	 - our connection with other Christians 


	 	 	 is renewed and sustained in the meal 


	 	 	 	 in and through Jesus.


This morning we explore the Lord’s Supper


	 as a place of MERCY and FORGIVENESS.


 

QUESTION 

Since the dawn of the early church


	 Christians have wrestled with this question


	 	 (when it comes to the Lord’s Supper): 
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Who is able to partake of the table  

and under what conditions?


Because a lot of Christians have 


	 differing views about what makes one ready 


	 	 to partake in the Lord’s Supper.


(A lot of that debate


	 is based on the 1 Corinthians passage we heard last week


	 	 about drinking judgment upon yourself).


Some say you need to be baptized first;


	 you need to understand the meaning of the Lord’s Supper;


	 	 you need to be free from sin in order to partake;


	 	 	 you need to belong to a particular denomination.


We’re going to delve into that question later


	 but the main point I want us to recognize is:


	 	 When sin is forgiven, authentic transformation can happen.


• Forgiveness we’ve received


• Forgiveness we extend
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When we understand this


	 we’ll have a humbling approach to the question


	 	 who can come and in what condition. 

PASSAGE 

Jesus is eating the Passover feast with his disciples


	 in the upper room


	 	 when he begins the famous meal:


While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” vs. 26 

We know he does the same with cup


	 only in Matthew we hear a particular emphasis


	 	 that Matthew wants us to pay attention to:


This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. vs. 28 

The first significant phrase to pay attention to is 


	 blood of the covenant.


	 	 This is a reference to Exodus 24:7-8
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	 	 	 when Moses & Israel were at the foot of Mt. Sinai.


It’s a wondrous moment


	 when Israel declared: “We will do everything the LORD has said;  

we will obey!” (Ex 24:7b) 

Moses takes blood 


	 and sprinkles it on the people saying,


This is the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made 

with you in accordance with all these words. (Ex 24:8)


So the blood of the covenant is relational language;


	 it’s the sign of the relationship and covenant


	 	 between God and His People.


The second significant phrase is 


	 …for the forgiveness of sins.


Up until this point Matthew and Mark 


	 are identical in the telling of this moment in Jesus’ ministry


	 	 (Luke inverts the cup and bread to make his own emphases),


	 	 	 but Matthew strays from Mark’s account


	 	 	 	 when he adds these five extra words.
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That joyous moment in Exodus


	 is short lived as a few chapters later


	 	 we read about Israel asking Aaron to build them 


	 	 	 a calf made out of gold so they might worship it.


In light of that


	 God promises:


…when the time comes for me to punish, I will punish them 

for their sin. (Ex. 32:34)


The reality is that God will not let sin go unpunished;


	 sin matters to God.


Jesus knows this


	 and so He knows what is at stake 


	 	 with his sacrifice on the cross:


	 	 	 - what it means for him: taking upon the sin of humanity


	 	 	 - what it means for the world: restoring the covenant 


	 	 	 	 made between God and His People.


Verse 29 moves our attention forward


	 (toward the completion of the gospel):
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I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now 

on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s 

Kingdom. vs. 29 

Jesus casts a vision for his disciples;


	 he says, “This is where we’re going.”


St. John had the privilege of this vision unveiled


	 and describes it for us in Revelation 19


“For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has 

made herself ready….Blessed are those who are invited to 

the wedding supper of the Lamb!” Rev. 19:6-10  

When Jesus enjoys this intimate meal with his disciples again


	 it’ll be at the completion of all things;


	 	 the new heaven and new earth fully restored together;


	 	 	 the place where chaos has been calmed


	 	 	 	 and there’s no need for the sun


	 	 	 	 	 because the glory of God shines for eternity;


	 where weeping will be forgotten,


	 	 (except for tears of joy and thanksgiving);


	 	 	 where death and mourning won’t even be a faint memory




Sunday, March 24, 2019 COMMUNION �7

	 	 	 	 for everything has been made new! Rev. 21:5


THEME: FORGIVENESS 

Gordon T. Smith 


	 (President of Ambrose University and Seminary 


	 	 and Professor of Systematic and Spiritual Theology,) states,


“Healing and Restoration are possible when we live our 

lives out of the empowering grace of Christ’s 

forgiveness...Sin is confronted with compassion and mercy, 

and this is the only posture that we can ultimately lead to 

authentic transformation.” 
1

When we come to the Lord’s Table


	 we first and foremost come as sinners in need of mercy.


	 	 And when sin is forgiven,  

authentic transformation can happen.


At the Lord’s Table


	 not only do we receive mercy — 


	 	 drinking the blood of the covenant… 

 Smith, Gordon T. A Holy Meal. (BakerAcademic: Grand Rapids, 2005), 59.1
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for the forgiveness of sins — 

	 	 	 	 but we also find healing and restoration 


	 	 	 	 	 as we learn to live our lives in response 


	 	 	 	 	 	 to the grace we’ve received.


This isn’t to say 


	 that our grape juice has sin forgiving powers,


	 	 but when we partake of this Table as a sacrament


	 	 	 we partake in the death and resurrection of Jesus


	 	 	 	 in whom we do find the forgiveness of sins.


It is Jesus’ mercy and grace


	 that heals us and restores us


	 	 into whole, complete, human beings.


FORGIVENESS RECEIVED 

So who is able to partake in the Lord’s Supper?


	 Sinners in need of mercy.


This means that personal holiness/righteousness 


	 are not prerequisites for coming to the Table.


	 	 You don’t have to have your life, faith or spirituality figured out


	 	 	 in order to qualify at the Lord’s Table.
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A sinner in need of mercy is the prerequisite!


	 (which includes us - young and old; 


	 	 new and veteran Christians; 


	 	 	 conservative and liberal theologically; 


	 	 	 	 if you’re a sinner in need of mercy, 


	 	 	 	 	 you’re welcome to come).	 	 


The Lord’s Table isn’t about “getting right with God;”


	 it’s about receiving the grace that you whole-heartedly don’t deserve


	 	 and learning to live in God’s love and faithfulness 

and the grace of an all-empowering gospel. 

If we make the Lord’s Table anything else


	 the very core of the gospel 


	 	 and the meaning of the Lord’s Supper are threatened. 
2

If the Lord’s Supper is the gospel 


	 enacted from start to completion 


	 	 then it is imperative that we not lose the core of its meaning! 

But we also recognize the reality that sin also matters to God.


 ibid., 58.2
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	 If it didn’t, then Jesus wouldn’t have had to suffer the cross,


	 	 thus not able to truly relate with the human experience,


	 	 	 thus making the gospel mediocre news at best.


When we come and receive


	 forgiveness from our resurrected, Kingly host,


	 	 we open ourselves up to his grace which transforms us


	 	 	 and we leave different people from when we came!


Like the woman caught in adultery


	 we hear Jesus’ words,


Neither do I condemn you; go, and sin no more.” Jn 8:11 

In his book Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis states, 


“…we Christians [believe humans live] for ever. Therefore, what 

really matters is those little marks or twists on the central, inside part 

of the soul which are going to turn it, in the long run, into a heavenly 

or a hellish creature…something inside us, the feeling of 

resentment, the feeling that wants to get one’s own back, must 
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be simply killed.”  3

FORGIVENESS EXTENDED 

Not only do we receive forgiveness


	 but we are moved to forgive as we’ve been forgiven. Eph. 4:32


We forgive those who sit around the Table with us.


	 Sometimes we give Judas a hard time 


	 	 during this portion of Scripture 


	 	 	 because he most obviously betrays Jesus. 


	 But the reality is all the disciples betray Jesus:


	 	 Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. Mt 26:56 

Jesus was eating with his 12, closest friends, 


	 	 knowing each one of them would desert him…


	 	 	 and he offered this sacrament to them anyway.


Our brothers and sisters in Christ will let us down; 


	 they’ll hurt us - sometimes badly…sometimes devastatingly. 


But the mere act of sitting and eating together


	 (even when we’ve hurt each other)


 Lewis, C.S. Mere Christianity. (HarperCollins: San Francisco, 1980), 119-120.3
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	 	 becomes an act of compassion.  

“Jesus ate with sinners. He did so not because he tolerated 

sin but as an act of compassion, an act that he knew to be 

the only possible way he could respond to sinners and 

empower them to move from sin to salvation, from sin to 

righteousness. We simply do not appreciate the gospel or 

that the Lord’s Table is a proclamation of the gospel unless 

we live in this reality.”  4

This forgiveness goes deeper.


	 It’s never merely about receiving forgiveness


	 	 but, as Smith stated earlier, 


	 	 	 it’s finding that healing and restoration 


	 	 	 	 as we live a life 


	 	 	 	 	 responding to the grace we’ve received.


“…the Lord’s Supper enables us to live the gospel, to embody what it 

means to be people who are transformed by the good news.”  5

 (Smith, 2005, 59-60).4

 ibid., 65-66.5
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This means,


	 when we encounter our enemies —


	 	  people who disagree with us;


	 	 	 people who seek to ruin us (socially, economically, 


	 	 	 	 psychologically, spiritually, etc.) —


	 We have a power within us


	 	 (greater than our own might and will)


	 	 	 to extend grace and mercy


	 	 	 	 because we have first received it ourselves.


The forgiveness we receive at Lord’s Table 


	 helps us look upon our enemies


	 	 and say to ourselves,


“There is a sinner in need of mercy - not unlike myself. 

God, I really don’t like that person but I know he’s just as 

messed up as I am. May he know of Your abounding grace 

one day, as I have learned at Your Table.” 

When sin is forgiven, 

authentic transformation can happen. Let us pray.


