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PREPARE 

Prayer: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Triune God; three in one 
and one in three. You draw us deeper into community, with 
Yourself and with each other. May You use this time for Your 
glory’s sake, in Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

Read: Judges 7:1-21 

REFLECT 

“…the only really adequate instrument for learning about God 
is the whole Christian community, waiting for Him together.”  

— C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

�1

“…where two or three gather in 
my name, there am I with them.” 
- Mt. 18:20 

“…do not run like someone 
running aimlessly.” - 1 Cor 9:26

Love God | DEVOTIONAL  
2 OF 4 Meeting with God in Community…



Strathcona Park Presbyterian Church 
Love God  |  Love Neighbour  |  Love Radically

Why go to church? This has been a question people have 
asked for years but it has surfaced with a renewed vigour 
because it is possible to access the greatest preachers in the 
world directly to your phone, tablet, or computer. You can 
experience worship services as many mega-churches live-
stream their services. So if you can access great worship 
experiences and you have instant access to the world’s 
greatest preachers…couldn’t you grow your faith by yourself 
in the comfort of your own home?  

For C.S. Lewis the answer to that question is a resounding no. 
In fact, Lewis suggests that the church (the Christian 
community) is the only adequate instrument for learning 
about God.   1

There’s a wonderful passage in Judges 7 where God calls 
Gideon to save Israel. Gideon feels utterly ill-equipped, 
unqualified and not the right person for the job. Yet God often 
works His best work when people feel this way, because it’s in 
our weakest moments that any form of success becomes 
undeniably God attributed. As we'll see in our passage, God 
deserves all the credit and not human capabilities. 

To make matters more anxious, Gideon is tasked with 
defeating the Midianites (a large and powerful army who had 
conquered over Israel). Gideon pulls together the Israelite 
army (32,000 men) but God says, “You have too many men. I 
cannot deliver Midian into their hands, or Israel would boast 
against me, 'My own strength has saved me.’” Jdg 7:2 God says 
this twice and cuts the army from 32,000 to 10,000 and then 
again down to 300. With 300 men God was going to deliver 
Israel from the nation of Midian.  

This passage doesn’t just confuse readers…it’s down right 
insanity! What we have is a suicide mission, that is, if one does 
not believe God’s promises. But that’s the point of it all, isn’t it? 

 Lewis, C.S. Mere Christianity. (San Francisco: HarperCollins, 2001), 165.1
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Throughout the Bible we have countless moments where God 
calls His people to remember. Remember all that God has 
said; remember all that God has done. In our remembering 
we are capable of trusting God with our future, because we 
know just how good He has been in the past.  

This is the point of the Church. We don’t simply arrive on a 
Sunday morning to sit through an hour-long service to sing 
songs, listen to someone else pray on our behalf and then sit 
through a sermon that may or may not make sense to my life 
as it is. The point of church is to gather together as the people 
of God, to worship Him in community and remind each other 
of everything God has done!  

Certainly we can set reminders for ourselves to try and do this 
on our own, but there’s always more power behind a reminder 
when it comes from someone who loves us. We feel the 
weight of their assurances, encouragement, and prayers. 
We’re reminded that we are not alone on this faith journey, 
but rather we need others on this faith journey. Not only that, 
but we grow in our hope as we witness God’s working in other 
peoples’ lives as well. 

Moses had Aaron. Ruth had Naomi. Esther had Mordecai. 
Jesus had the Twelve. Paul had Silas and Timothy. We have 
each other. When we gather together in community we get to 
know who God is and assured of who he will be as we remind 
each other of who God has been. These are the life-giving and 
life-transforming moments of Church life; when we find iron 
sharpening iron (Prov 27:17). A Christian’s faith is deepened 
and enriched when it is challenged, encouraged, supported, 
kept accountable, and prayed for by other Christians.  

During his time at Oxford University, C.S. Lewis met weekly 
with a group of other Christian men (including J.R. Tolkien and 
his older brother Warren Lewis). They called their group the 
Inklings. It was in this very group that the Lord of the Rings 
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“When we gather 
together in community 
we get to know who 
God is as we remind 
each other of who God 
has been.”  
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(Tolkien) and Out of the Silent Planet (C.S. Lewis) were first 
read out loud. They shared their ideas, discussed theology 
and how best to stir the imaginations of millions to wonder 
notions of God, fellowship, the weakest and unassuming 
character being the hero in the end, all of these were shared 
within this community. These books share the journey these 
Christian men went through when wrestling with their faith 
and how it intersected with life and the imagination. It is for 
this reason that C.S. Lewis wrote that the church is the only 
adequate tool for getting to know God, because it was his 
small group that helped him see God in his own life. 

— Pastor Curtis 

Challenge:
“We may embrace Christ in conversion, yet this act of 

commitment is followed by an extended exploration of the 
landscape of faith that we have now made our home.”  2

In Matthew 18:20 Jesus says, “…where two or three gather in 
my name, there am I with them.” When we gather in small 
community groups we open ourselves up to the community 
C.S. Lewis experienced. More importantly, we enable the 
voices of others to speak into our lives reminding us that 
everything we have and experience in our lives comes from 
God (and is being used to shape and mould us as His 
disciples).  

Over the next two weeks, make an intentional effort to meet 
with someone (or a group of 2-4) from church (perhaps after a 
service over lunch or sometime during the week). Share about 
your experiences sitting in the silence from the previous 
challenge. Share about how you found the exercise (easy, 
hard, confusing. All answers are helpful). Did you sense God 
revealing anything to you? If so, what was it?  

 McGrath, Alister. Mere Discipleship. (London: SPCK, 2018), 40.2
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Each devotional will end with a 
challenge. This is for those who 
want to take an intentional step 
in living out what has been 
reflected on in the devotional. It 
is not a legalistic mandate but an 
invitation to challenge and grow 
your faith in a deeper way. 
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As others share, listen to each experience. Do you see God 
acting or speaking in similar ways between people? Do you 
see common themes running throughout everyone’s 
experience? Is God causing you to remembering a key aspect 
of His character during this time? What glimmers of hope is 
God giving you in how he has also spoken to others? 

After meeting with your partner(s) take some time to journal 
about the experience; process it so you can come back and 
refresh your memory.  

CLOSE 

Prayer: Thank You, Lord Jesus, for drawing near in this time. 
Thank You for revealing Yourself in the lives of my brothers and 
sisters. Thank You for the assurances that You are working 
behind the scenes and You alone deserve all the glory and 
honour and praise! Amen. 

Resources Used:
Butterfield, Rosaria. The Gospel Comes with a House Key. 
(Illinois: Crossway, 2018). 

Lewis, C.S. Mere Christianity. (San Francisco: HarperCollins, 
2001). 

McGrath, Alister. Mere Discipleship. (London: SPCK, 2018). 

The Holy Bible, New International Version. (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 2011).  
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