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PREPARE 

Prayer: Holy God I come into Your presence because You 
welcome me in. I come not as someone deserving to but as a 
stranger made worthy by Jesus my Lord. Take this time to 
transform me so that I might reach out to the stranger and 
welcome them as my neighbour. Amen. 

Read: Mark 1:35-39 

REFLECT 

“Hospitality reaches across worldview to be the bridge of 
gospel grace. Jesus did not come with self-defence. He came 
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“Let us go somewhere else - to 
the nearby villages - so I can 
preach there also. That is why I 
have come.” — Mk 1:38
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with bread. He came with fish. So too must we.”   1

— Rosaria Butterfield 

In her book The Gospel Comes with a House Key, Rosaria 
Butterfield talks about practicing Radically Ordinary 
Hospitality. She explores this idea regarding relationships 
within the Christian community but also toward those who live 
within our neighbourhood. What is helpful is that she 
recognizes that relationships are a process. We cannot assume  
— nor ever expect — intimacy without putting in the hard work 
of developing trustworthy relationships first. To attempt this 
would be arrogant and insensitive to the reality of peoples’ 
lives and the various situations they find themselves in. We 
should be accepting of the fact that there are people we don’t 
know and we may never reach the point of making them 
members of our family. But this doesn’t give us licence to 
ignore them or not make an effort to get to know them.  

During the summer we explored Mark 1:35-39 in our Gospel 
Hospitality sermon series. In this passage, we find Jesus’ 
passion for going out to all the surrounding areas to proclaim 
the gospel and free people from whatever demon(s) haunted 
them (v. 39). Jesus’ vision is for the freedom of the gospel to 
be heard and experienced as it ripples out from God’s People 
in Jerusalem and into the world from there. Jesus explains this 
vision when he sends the disciples out to Jerusalem, Judea & 
Samaria and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). The expansion 
of the gospel is the Kingdom goal; expanding the good news; 
expanding the freedom that is found in Jesus - the freedom 
we have received ourselves!   

Although we may not have developed the trust and intimacy 
with strangers to be able to verbally share that freedom with 
them, we can certainly display that freedom in our actions 

 Butterfield, Rosaria. The Gospel Comes with a House Key. (Illinois: 1

Crossway, 2018), 74.
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“No one can dodge 
people who are 
prayerfully present.”  

— Rosaria Butterfield 
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towards them. We can initiate conversation; we can extend 
grace (intentional acts of kindness for the sole purpose of 
blessing them as your neighbour). To extend it within the 
freedom we have received in Jesus, when we live recognizing 
everything we have (materials, time, breath) are gifts from God 
and we graciously use them to bless others; to gift the 
stranger-become-neighbour with the gifts God first gave us.  

Jesus shows us what this looks like when he walks with the two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus. (Although Jesus knows 
these two disciples well, they don’t realize this and experience 
hospitality from a stranger). But Jesus walks with them. He 
listens to their grief. He shares what he knows about Scripture 
and how that addresses their grief. Jesus is the listening ear 
and the comforting companion along the journey of grief for 
these two disciples. Even simple moments of listening and 
being there can lead to invitations. Luke 24:29 says the 
disciples urged him strongly, “Stay with us…”. They had 
experienced something in the resurrected Jesus that made 
them want to spend more time with him.  

Likewise, you and I have Jesus’ resurrection life in us (Romans 
6). When we pray for and are there for strangers we open up 
the possibility of them experiencing that resurrection life. And 
perhaps they’ll respond the same way the disciples did on the 
road to Emmaus. 

— Pastor Curtis 

Challenge:
Pray for the strangers in your neighbourhood (God is actively 
working in their lives as well). As you pray, be open to the 
Spirit’s prompting and risk starting a conversation with a 
stranger. Try and establish a connection with them and move 
from stranger to neighbour status. Perhaps this is someone 
who walks down your street regularly, or the grocery store 
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Each devotional will end with a 
challenge. This is for those who 
want to take an intentional step 
in living out what has been 
reflected on in the devotional. It 
is not a legalistic mandate but an 
invitation to challenge and grow 
your faith in a deeper way. 
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clerk, or the bus driver who has your route. The point of this 
challenge is not to “convert” anyone to Christianity or even 
bring them to church (you have not built up enough trust with 
them to offer this just yet). God does all the saving and 
converting. Your goal is not to bring them to our church. All 
we’re doing is reaching out and sharing the hospitality we’ve 
received in Jesus. Who knows, maybe this will be a friendship 
that flourishes beyond anything you could expect.  

CLOSE 

Prayer: Mighty Creator God, You are Lord over all the heavens 
and the earth. Everything above, in and under the earth are 
Yours. You love Your creation and called it “very good.” Help us 
to see the strangers we meet with Your eyes and allow us to 
extend Your hospitality to them. We entrust these moments 
and the people we encounter to You, in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

Resources Used:
Butterfield, Rosaria. The Gospel Comes with a House Key. 
(Illinois: Crossway, 2018). 

The Holy Bible, New International Version. (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 2011).  
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