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PREPARE 

Prayer: Saviour, You can move the mountains. My God is 
mighty to save forever! The Author of salvation; He rose and 
conquered the grave, Jesus conquered the grave! Thanks be 
to God for this good news and the grace given to us!  Amen. 

Read: Matthew 9:18-22 

REFLECT 

“…no one can dodge people who are prayerfully present.”   1

Be an unshakable presence to your neighbours.  
— Rosaria Butterfield 

 Butterfield, Rosaria. The Gospel Comes with a House Key. (Illinois: 1

Crossway, 2018), 74.
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“Take heart, daughter; your faith 
has made you well.” - Mt. 9:22
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When was the last time you felt truly welcomed into a space? 
What helped you feel that welcome? Was it because someone 
remembered your name? Perhaps someone saw you alone 
and intentionally brought you into a conversation. Maybe 
someone simply smiled and said “Welcome.”  

When I worked at Starbucks, the main vision the company had 
was to become what they called “the third place.” When 
customers walked through the doors of a Starbucks they 
wanted people to know that this wasn’t their work, it wasn't 
their home, it was their third place. It was a place to relax (to 
escape from the chore list waiting for you at home). It was a 
place to get work done (when your workplace was too chaotic 
or filled with interruptions). It was a place to meet friends and 
catch up (when you just needed to get out and away; a place 
to retreat to). During my training I kept thinking, “Isn’t this what 
the church is supposed to be? Isn’t the church supposed to be 
that third place?” And it made me wonder, why isn’t the church 
the third place for people anymore? 

It’s likely that every single church on the planet would say they 
are welcoming. Everyone believes they attend a warm, 
welcoming church. But as many who have spent time looking 
for a church know (like when moving to another city) not every 
experience is equally welcoming. A lot of people think being 
welcoming just means smiling, with a handshake and a “How 
do you do?” This certainly is a great starting point for being a 
welcoming presence, but Gospel Hospitality longs to run 
deeper than the surface level you would experience in the 
grocery store. Gospel Hospitality welcomes people not just as 
a guest in our church, but that they feel at home, like a 
member of the family. 

Jesus shows us exactly what this Gospel Hospitality looks like 
in Matthew 9 when we gets interrupted by a poor outcast of a 
woman who has been bleeding for years. . Jesus is 
approached by a synagogue leader who kneels at Jesus’ feet 
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saying his daughter has just died. He has the faith in Jesus that 
if Jesus were to simply lay his hands on her she could live 
again. Jesus honours his faith and leaves for the man’s house.  

On the way, a woman who had been subject to bleeding for 
twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge of 
his cloak. She said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will 
be healed.” Jesus turns in her direction and tells her “Take 
heart, daughter…your faith has healed you.”  And the woman 2

walks away healed.  

A lot happens within these few verses. We know Jesus is in the 
middle of doing something (he’s in the middle of a significant 
answer to a man’s faithful prayer). In fact, some of those 
watching this scene would have understood the woman as 
interrupting what Jesus is doing. The inconvenience factor 
cannot be lost as we read through the few words in these 
verses. Not to mention, in that culture, not only was Jesus 
being interrupted, but his dealing with another male are 
being interrupted by a female (who would have been of lesser 
status); and not only a female, but an unclean one at that! This 
would have been completely against social protocols and 
something others would likely have chastised the woman for 
even attempting to do.” 

But instead of chastising or simply ignoring the woman, Jesus 
stops what he is doing and gives the woman his valuable time 
of day and his full attention. Jesus stops and seeks the woman 
out  and calls her daughter.  3

In the ancient world, blood was seen as unclean. This is one 
reason why the priest and the Levite don't assist the beaten 
man in the parable of the good samaritan. He was beaten and 
bloody and if they touched him they would’ve been unclean 
as well. Likewise, this woman who had been bleeding for 
twelve years would have been outcast the moment the blood 
started. No one could touch her without becoming unclean 

 Matthew 9:20-222

 see Luke’s version in Lk 8:45-48.3
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“Hospitality is image-
bearer driven, because 
Christ’s blood pumps 
me whole. It is not time, 
convenience, and 
calendar driven.” 

— Rosaria Butterfield
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themselves. She had no place within society while remaining 
unclean.  

So when Jesus declares her daughter, he’s declaring her 
identity as a child of God; welcoming her back into the 
descendants of Abraham. This is the term the temple leaders 
would have used after going through the cleansing rituals at 
the temple. Jesus installs her back into God’s family and doing 
so publicly would allow everyone else to know that she is well 
and no longer an outcast.  

As Jesus embodies, Gospel Hospitality focuses on others first 
and foremost as children of God (no matter who he/she is or 
what he/she is going through); they are image bearers of the 
Creator (same as us). Because we share this reality, we are free 
to meet our neighbour and welcome them as family.  

Rosaria Butterfield’s mantra is to make a stranger your 
neighbour and your neighbour your family. There is a constant 
movement into deeper relationships that is helpful for the 
church to adopt. Getting into this frame of mind helps us 
become a community that welcomes differently than the rest 
of society. It transcends Starbucks’ third place mentality as 
being a general space to enter. Rather, it becomes people’s 
“home away from home.” It’s the larger family you have, in 
addition to the one you live your 24/7 life with. It’s the larger 
support network that you can lean on and turn to when things 
at home aren’t going well; or when you’re lonely because your 
loved ones are no longer with you; or when you find yourself 
struggling and aren’t sure where you can turn to.  

If this is the kind of community the church is meant to be, then 
this is what we offer our neighbours when we show them 
hospitality. We welcome them not simply to be neighbours 
but to be family members. We welcome them so they too may 
lean on this community and find that support. We give our 
valuable time to those who would otherwise be ignored or 
denigrated, seeing their needs not as interruptions but as 
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Each devotional will end with a 
challenge. This is for those who 
want to take an intentional step 
in living out what has been 
reflected on in the devotional. It 
is not a legalistic mandate but an 
invitation to challenge and grow 
your faith in a deeper way. 
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worthy of attention. We help them see that Jesus reaches into 
their life as well and declares, “Daughter…Son…”!  

— Pastor Curtis 

Challenge:
Prayerfully discern in whose life God is at work in your 
neighbourhood and is calling you to join in that ministry. 
Invest time over the next two weeks into this person/people. 
Maybe invite them over for dinner or coffee. Risk being 
vulnerable and deepen the relationship you have with them, 
taking a step closer to welcoming them in as part of your 
extended family. However you choose to do this, make sure 
it’s something that you wouldn’t already do normally - get 
creative on how you might deepen these relationships. The 
point of this challenge is not to “convert” anyone to 
Christianity or even bring them to church (you may not have 
built up enough trust with them to offer this just yet). God 
does all the saving and converting. The goal here is to 
welcome in a neighbour and love them in the way God has 
loved you. Nothing more, nothing less. We don’t want people 
to feel like projects - that our sole purpose of getting to know 
them is to make them Christians or to get them to go to our 
church (just another notch on our “souls saved” belt). We want 
to love them because they bear the image of God. We want to 
love them because we’ve received such immaculate love 
ourselves and we want it to flow out of us and into them. We 
want to love them with God’s gracious and radical love 
because it may be the first time they have encountered such a 
love before. 

CLOSE 

Prayer: Gracious and merciful Jesus, thank You for living 
Gospel Hospitality in our lives. Thank You for grace as You 
reached down into human history to make us strangers into 
your neighbours so that we might become members of Your 
family. Help us to do the same with those You are calling us 
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toward. We lift ourselves up into Your service for Your glory 
alone. Amen. 

Resources Used:
Butterfield, Rosaria. The Gospel Comes with a House Key. 
(Illinois: Crossway, 2018). 

Hastings, Ross. Missional God, Missional Church (Illinois: IVP 
Academic, 2012). 

The Holy Bible, New International Version. (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 2011).  
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