
December 8, 2019 (Advent 2) �1

His Name shall be…

Wonderful Counsellor


Isaiah 9:2-7 | Luke 1:26-38


Prayer…


You’ve probably heard the illustration 


	 about “seeing the forest for the trees"? 


The idea is that studying every detail of a tree is good and beneficial 


	 but will never give you the full sense of a dense forest. 


	 	 Only when you scale back can you appreciate 


	 	 	 the depth and beauty of an entire forest 


	 	 	 	 and see the variety of trees within it. 


	 	 	 	 	 It’s about seeing the bigger, fuller picture.


That illustration fits well with our series: 


	 Jesus is the entire forest 


	 	 (there’s so much depth and complexity to who he is 


	 	 	 that’s it’s impossible to cover everything 


	 	 	 	 in a short advent series). 


Likewise, in our series we are only looking at four distinct trees 


	 that describe the nature of the Jesus Forest.


	 	 They are by no means exhaustive
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	 	 	 nor can we fully dive into each title in its complete sense. 


	 	 	 	 We’ll get that sense this morning. 


Last week we explored Jesus as Wonderful Counsellor:


	 how Jesus is wise enough to rule God’s people


	 	 and is the crux of God’s Plan to redeem all of creation.


	 	 	 Jesus as Wonderful Counsellor 


	 	 	 	 is to see all of God’s covenant promises fulfilled.


This morning we’re looking at


	 His Name will be called...Mighty God.


	 	 What do we mean when we call Jesus, Mighty God?


	 	 	 And how might that reality make Christianity distinct


	 	 	 	 from other philosophies we encounter today?


For this we turn to Paul’s letter


	 to the Christians in Colossae. 


	 	 This was a church that Paul didn’t plant


	 	 	 nor had he ever visited them before.


Paul is currently in prison 
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	 for declaring Jesus as the risen Lord


	 	 and he’s visited by Epaphras (1:7)


	 	 	 who planted and pastors the church.


Epaphras (a co-worker of Paul) visted Paul in prison


	 to update him about the Colossians


	 	 but also to voiced that they were feeling cultural pressures 


	 	 	 to turn away from Jesus.


So Paul writes this letter


	 to encourage the Colossians (commending them for their faith)


	 	 and challenges them in the midst of these pressures 


	 	 	 to strengthen their faith in Jesus.


One of the ways that Paul seeks to 


	 encourage and strengthen their faith


	 	 by quoting hymn 


	 	 	 that would’ve been known the congregation.


As we take a close look at this Messiah hymn


	 we’ll notice it splits into two parallel stanzas 


	 	 that are joined together by a middle one:


1. verses 15-16
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2. verses 17-18a


3. verses 18b-20


As we move forward,


	 we’ll look at the two outer, parallel stanzas first


	 	 then look at the middle one


	 	 	 in order to answer the questions:


	 	 What do we mean when we call Jesus, Mighty God?


	 	 	 And how might that reality make Christianity distinct?


VERSES 15-16 | STANZA 1 

We find in these verses 


	 that Jesus (the Son) is the true image of God.


	 	 Although God is so mighty, infinite and omnipotent 


	 	 	 He is fully known in His Son, Jesus the Messiah.


As one commentator puts it,


	 “The full character and purpose of God is embodied in a human.” 
1

In this passage we gain an insight into the Trinity.


	 The Son shares the very identity of the One True Creator God.


 Collins, John & Tim Mackie. The Bible Project: Colossians. Visited December 6, 2019 (https://1

www.youtube.com/watch?v=pXTXlDxQsvc&t=45s), 1:49-1:55.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pXTXlDxQsvc&t=45s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pXTXlDxQsvc&t=45s
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	 	 He is the image of the invisible God.


	 	 	 In Jesus the Messiah we discover


	 	 	 	 the very Author and Sustainer of Creation,


	 	 	 	 	 because He is the firstborn over all creation.


For in Him all things were created…


	 The Son was present at the beginning of creation


	 	 and is, in fact, the means by which the Creator created:


In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with 

God and the Word was God. He was with God in the 

beginning. Through him all things were made; without 

him nothing was made that has been made. John 1:1-3 

This hymn concludes the same:


	 all things have been created through him and for him.vs. 16b


So this first stanza


	 is all about how Jesus is the true image of God,


	 	 and Jesus is the firstborn over all creation.


VERSES 18b-20 | STANZA 3 
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[Jesus] is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and 

the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might 

have the supremacy. 


In verse 15 Jesus was the firstborn over all creation.


	 Now in verse 18, he’s the firstborn from among the dead.


	 	 This hints at Jesus’ resurrection,


	 	 	 that, not only is He the first to rise from the dead,


	 	 	 	 but He’s the firstborn in God’s new creation;


	 	 	 	 	 the New Adam.


And we’re told


	 that this is so that Jesus might have supremacy in everything.


Eugene Peterson is helpful 


	 as he translates these verses:


He was supreme in the beginning and - leading the resurrection 

parade - he is supreme in the end.


He is supreme because we’re told In verse 19 


	 that the fullness of God dwells in him. 


	 	 Hopefully this language will cause us to pause
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	 	 	 and think of another location on earth


	 	 	 	 where the fullness of God 


	 	 	 	 	 (better yet, the glory of God) dwelt.


This is temple language.


	 It was the temple that God dwelt among His people;


	 	 that is where the fullness of God was found.


Now, it is in the God-man, Jesus


	 that the fullness of God dwells.


	 	 Jesus is the new temple; 


	 	 	 the very presence of God.


It is because of this reality


	 that the purpose of God could be fulfilled in Him:


	 	 through Jesus’ resurrection, 


	 	 	 God has reconciled all of creation to Himself. 

Jesus is thus the head of that reconciled creation;


	 and He is supreme over creation and the new creation.


So Paul teaches us through this hymn:


1. By looking at Jesus we discover who God is


2. Jesus holds together the first creation and the new creation
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VERSES 17-18a | STANZA 2 

We now come to the middle stanza 


	 which is the bridge between the two parallel stanzas.


	 	 N.T. Wright states that this middle section,


	 	 	 “…holds the two outer sections together, looking back to  

	 	 	 the first and on to the second.”  2

So although this bridge recognizes two directions,


	 there certainly is a movement forward;


	 	 from one to the other.


And so we read,


	 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together… 

this sounds very similar to the John passage we heard earlier.


But then we move on into verse 18:


	 And he is the head of the body, the church…


Paul is shifting here.


	 He’s focused on Jesus as the image bearer of the Creator


	 	 but now he shifts because he’s setting up 


	 	 	 for the next parallel section,


 Wright. N.T. Paul for Everyone: The Prison Letters. (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2004), 150.2
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	 	 	 	 which is all about Jesus bringing about 


	 	 	 	 	 the new creation.


Within the new creation,


	 the Church plays a significant role


	 	 of being the earthly embodiment of the new creation. 


	 	 	 The place where the rest of the world should encounter 


	 	 	 	 God’s new creation is to be in the Church.


So here in this middle stanza


	 we find Jesus holding together 


	 	 the first creation and the new creation;


	 	 	 Jesus is the bridge from one to the other,


	 	 	 	 and the Church shows the world 


	 	 	 	 	 what it means to walk over that bridge.


So Paul teaches us through this hymn:


1. By looking at Jesus we discover who God is


2. Jesus holds together the first creation and the new creation


And the third point


	 that Paul wants the Colossians (and us) to realize:
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3. Jesus is the blueprint for what it means to be a new human in light 

of the gospel.


Paul brings the hymn home in verses 21-23


	 as he encourages the Colossians of who they are


	 	 in light of what God has done in Jesus:


…you were alienated…you were enemies…BUT NOW 

he has reconciled you…to present you holy…if you 

continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not 

move from the hope held out in the gospel.


Jesus lived the holiness we couldn’t


	 and he continues to live that holiness when we can’t.


	 	 Yet, even now, He covers us with His own holiness


	 	 	 so that we might appear holy before God.


	 	 	 	 And He offers to work within us


	 	 	 	 	 so that at the time of our resurrection


	 	 	 	 	         that work might be made complete in us.


What all of this means 


	 is for us to call Jesus Mighty God
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	 	 is to realize that in Jesus we do encounter 


	 	 	 the One True God in flesh and blood.


The God who decided to redeem a creation 


	 that has been corrupted by humanity’s selfishness. 


	 	 The God who laid down His very life


	 	 	 on the off chance that we might accept His olive branch.


	 	 	 	 The God who not only makes it possible 


	 	 	 	 	 to live as new human beings, but 


	 	 	 	 	 	 who shows us exactly what it looks like 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 to be new.


To call Jesus Mighty God


	 is to find hope that everything good in the world comes from Him


	 	 and all that is wicked and corrupt is being phased out


	 	 	 as He ushers in the new creation.


To call Jesus Mighty God


	 is to learn what it means to be truly human;


	 	 to learn a better way of being human (the original way),


	 	 	 with the hope that we are on a journey to becoming holy


	 	 	 	 as Jesus’ Spirit works in us.


To call Jesus Mighty God
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	 is to have PEACE in knowing none of this is our doing!


	 	 It is all because a Mighty God decided to act


	 	 	 because He alone could repair what was broken.


And this is what makes Christianity distinct


	 from every other philosophy that we encounter in the world.


Other religious or spiritualities 


	 put the pressure on the practitioners,


	 	 “You’re saved if you can follow these rules….”


	 	 	 “If you’re good, good things will happen to you;


	 	 	 	 if you’re bad, bad things will happen.”


	 “Be good now so you can enjoy good later.”


These are common religious slogans


	 that teach people that being good is better for you individually. 


But then Christianity comes along and suggests,


	 “It doesn’t matter how good you are, 


	 	 it doesn’t matter how bad you think you are, because 


	 	 	 it isn’t about what you can/can’t do at all. 


	 Rather, look at what God has done in Jesus.
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	 	 God saw His creation in a vulnerable state because of sin 


	 	       and decided to do something about it: make all things new.


	 	 	 	 And then show us and equip us in Jesus,


	 	 	 	 	 to live new lives in light of that newness.


And that newness, doesn’t just affect us on an individual level; 


	 God’s newness impacts ALL of Creation, 


	 	 because all of it is being redeemed. 


God’s plan of redemption through Jesus


	 wasn’t just so you and I could go to heaven when we die,


	 	 but so that heaven could come down and inhabit our world,


	 	 	 renewing and perfecting everything around us.


God’s plan of redemption is greater than just individual salvation,


	 it is about God’s promise to make all things new being fulfilled


	 	 in Jesus the Messiah.


Everything that is beautiful and wonderful 


	 is becoming that much more beautiful and wonderful 


	 	 as it’s renewed by the Mighty God who repaired everything. 

Everything that is wicked and corrupt and ends in death 


	 all of a sudden now ends with righteousness, justice, and new life.
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To call Jesus Mighty God


	 is to see the One who who reconciled everything to Himself


	 	 and presents all of us (along with Creation) to God,


	 	 	 holy and new.


He was supreme in the beginning and…he is supreme in the end.


All glory and honour and power be


	 to Jesus, who is called, Mighty God. Amen.


