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His Name shall be…

Everlasting Father 


Romans 8:29-39


Prayer…


Can you believe we are only 10 days away from Christmas?!


	 As we’ve been journeying toward Bethlehem


	 	 we’re trying to enter into the waiting and anticipation of Advent


	 	 	 by exploring the 4 Titles attributed to the Messiah


	 	 	 	 and declared from the mouth of Isaiah the prophet.


Isaiah 9:6 states,


For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 

will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful 

Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of peace.


As Christians we know this Messiah to be Jesus 


	 and each week we’ve asked the question,


	 	 what does it mean to call Jesus…


	 	 	 Wonderful Counsellor - it means in Jesus 


	 	 	 	 we see all of God’s covenant promises fulfilled and


	 	 	 	 	 that He is the crux of God’s plan 


	 	 	 	 	 	 to redeem all of creation.
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	 	 what does it mean to call Jesus…


	 	 	 Mighty God - it means in Jesus 


	 	 	 	 we encounter the One, True, Creator God in flesh 


	 	 	 	 	 and blood in whom redemption is found; 


	 	 	 He is the bridge from creation to the new creation; 


	 	 	 	 from sin and death into grace and life. 


	 	 	 It also means that Jesus is the prototype 


	 	 	 	 of God’s newness; 


	 	 	 	 	 He shows us what it means to be 


	 	 	 	 	 	 new and holy.


This morning we ask,


	 what does it mean to call Jesus…EVERLASTING FATHER?


This title can cause quite a bit of confusion


	 as Christians frequently refer to the First person of the Trinity 


	 	 as the Father (contrasting against the Son). 


So we need to explore why it’s significant 


	 to refer to Jesus (the Son) as the Everlasting Father. 


ISAIAH 

At the time of Isaiah’s preaching,
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	 these titles were declared before the doctrine of the Trinity formed.


	 	 So the image of Everlasting Father (lit. “forever father”)


	 	 	 meant something specific to Isaiah’s original audience.


This title is rooted in the traditional role of a father


	 over a household in ancient times.


One preacher comments,


“In ancient Israel the father was the head of an extended family.  His 

authority was unqualified and it was his responsibility to secure 

wives for his sons and husbands for his daughters.  The father was 

to be honoured and obeyed.  The father was to love and care for his 

family…”  1

Old Testament scholar, John Goldingay states,


“The name makes some declarations about God…the everlasting 

Father is an officer who brings well-being.” 
2

So the role of a father in ancient times


	 was to love and care for his family.


	 	 He was to bring well-being


 Wilson, G. G. Everlasting Father. (A sermon from December 11, 2011), 2.1

 Goldingay, John. Isaiah For Everyone. (Louisville; Westminster John Knox, 2015), 43.2
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	 	 	 and the term here (which we’ll explore next week)


	 	 	 	 is shalom;


	 	 	 	 	 the father was to bring shalom to his family.





So what does it mean to call Jesus Everlasting Father?


	 We know it’ll involve caring for his family


	 	 and establishing their well-being;


	 	 	 He cares for his family by establishing shalom.


As we’ll unpack from our text in Romans


	 I hope we’ll find the answer,


	 	 that calling Jesus Everlasting Father means


	 	 	 that nothing can separate us  

from the Love of God  

that is in Jesus Christ our Lord.


ROMANS 

So we now turn to Paul’s most comprehensive letter: Romans.


	 In the beginning chapters,


	 	 Paul is seeking to unify the Gentile and Jewish Christians 


	 	 	 who have spent some time apart (because the Jews were 
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	 	 	 	 expelled from the Rome under emperor Claudius). 


When the Jewish Christians returned


	 they saw the Gentile Christians behaved different from them


	 	 so they all started arguing over what it meant to be “Christian.”


So Paul has done a bunch of preaching and teaching in this letter,


	 and as we approach chapter 8 


	 	 we find Paul starting to summarize everything he’s said thus far


For those God foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of his Son…


Some people can get caught up on this word predestined,


	 because it suggests that we don’t have free will.


	 	 This is the furthest from the truth.


The word predestined (lit. “decided beforehand”)


	 indicates God’s intention.


	 	 Humanity was designed to reflect the very nature of God.


That’s why Paul writes about those God foreknew


	 (all of humanity because He intentionally designed us in the womb)


	 	 and had always intended us to reflect His nature.
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	 	 	 We were predestined to be conformed  

to the image of his Son.


We’ll remember from last week (in Colossians)


	 that Jesus is is the image of the invisible God…(1:15)


	 	 This is the very image we are to be conformed to —


	 	 	 the word here literally means to share the likeness.


None of this takes away from our free will.


	 We are certainly free to not resemble God 


	 	 and thus moving further away from our intended design.


	 	 	 God allowing us to pursue such a life (such a lie)


	 	 	 	 is the most wrathful thing God could do:


	 	 	 	 	 to let us go our own way 


	 	 	 	 	 	 even if it leads to death.





But going back to God’s intention for humanity:


	 …those he predestined he also called; those he called, he also  

justified; those he justified, he also glorified.


This beautiful sequence resembles God’s intention for Jesus:




December 15, 2019 (Advent 3) �7

	 Jesus was intended to resemble God in the world 


	 	 (and did so flawlessly);


	 Jesus was called to fulfill all of God’s covenant promises


	 	 (and saw that fulfillment to the end, no matter what);


	 Jesus was justified (declared righteous) even though


	 	 He took upon the sin of the world;


	 and, Jesus was glorified by God


	 	 as He rose from the dead and became the firstborn


	 	 	 of the New Creation (He became the New Adam).


Likewise,


	 Christians receive the same intentionality from God:


	 	 we are predestined to resemble God in the world;


	 	 we are called by Jesus to be in the world but not of it;


	 	 we are justified (declared righteous) because of Jesus 


	 	 and we are glorified because we walk in the ways of Jesus,


	 	 	 the firstborn of the New Creation.


This is why Paul finishes verse 29 saying,


	 …that he [that is Jesus] might be the firstborn [of the New 


	 Creation] among many brothers and sisters [us!]
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And after all of this


	 Paul declares,  

31 What then shall we say in response to these things?


So far everything that’s happened


	 has been because God acted first.


	 	 We really did nothing to deserve or earn any of this.


	 	 	 What are we to do or say in response?


	 	 	 	 What can we do with this amazing news 


	 	 	 	 	 if it’s all true?


The answer is, we respond in confidence. 


	 If God is for us, who can be against us?


	 	 This isn’t meant to be a prideful, elitist stance


	 	 	 but a recognition that God did not spare anything


	 	 	 	 in order to make this our reality.


Paul lists of a bunch of rhetorical questions:


	 Who will bring any charge [against us]? v. 33


	 Who then is the one who condemns [us]? v. 34


	 Who can separate us from the love of Jesus? vv. 35-36
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No one can really bring a charge against God’s people


	 because God alone is righteous enough to Judge


	 	 and can call us out on our sin.


	 	 	 But, as we’ve seen in Jesus, God is on our side


	 	 	 	 and does not charge us (rather charges Himself 


	 	 	 	 	 to pay our punishment).


No one can really condemn God’s people


	 again, because it’s Jesus alone who could throw the first stone.


	 	 Yet God justifies us - he declares us righteous - in Jesus


	 	 	 and calls us to go and sin no more ;
3

	 	 	 	 to leave that former life behind


	 	 	 	 	 and follow Jesus.


Who can separate us from the love of Jesus? vv. 35-36


	 Paul declares, absolutely nothing!!!


	 	 No hardship, trial or struggle;


	 	 	 no persecution, beating, or mockery


	 	 	 	 not even if all we have is stripped away


 see John 8:1-113
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	 	 	 	 	 and we are left with nothing;


	 	 No threatening circumstance - even the threat of death -


	 	 	 could possibly separate us from the love of Jesus.


Even though we may encounter all of these realities


	 (we may be persecuted, mocked, endure lifelong struggles,


	 	 we may have everything stripped from us,


	 	 	 or even have our lives threatened).


These are very real threats 


	 because we still live in a world where sin is present.


	 	 Sin is more than just doing wrong or not following God;


	 	 	 sin runs deeper than that. 


	 	 	 	 It’s a disease - a cancer - that affects our lives.


 Yet, in Jesus, we receive the grace


	 to be free of that cancer.


	 	 Christ’s love is the chemo treatment


	 	 	 and His glory is the radiation.


And unlike actual chemo and radiation


	 (which leave the body fried and vulnerable),
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	 	 Paul declares,


	 	 	 37 …in all these things we are more than conquerors  

through him who loved us.


Not only does Jesus free us from sin


	 but by giving us His Spirit


	 	 he empowers us with an abundant power


	 	 	 to live as the new humanity


	 	 	 	 (the brothers and sisters of the firstborn of creation)


Jesus strengthens us to face those hardships and struggles


	 and does not leave us alone in them.


	 	 We are not weakened in His treatment 


	 	 	 of cancerous sin.


	 	 	 	 Rather, we are strengthened more than we know.


Theologian Paul Achtemeier states,


	 “…the basis of our Christian confidence: the surety of grace.” 
4

Paul wants all Christians to know


	 that it’s not about what you do 


 Achtemeir, Paul J. Interpretation: Romans. (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2010), 150.4
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	 	 or what you sacrifice


	 	 	 but it’s all about what God has done in Jesus.


This is why Paul concludes with such confidence:


I am convinced that neither death nor life, not even the 

supernatural realm, nor space and time, nor any powers (the word 

here is dunamis from which we get dynamite), neither height nor 

depth, nor anything else in all of creation, will be able to separate 

us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.


What does it mean to call Jesus Everlasting Father?


	 It means that we’re taken care of;


	 	 it means God brings shalom into our lives in Jesus;


	 	 	 it means, nothing can separate us from God’s love 

that is in Jesus Christ our Lord, which means


	 	 	 	 	 our well being will no longer be infected 


	 	 	 	 	 	 with sin (not unless we let it, that is). 

This is the role of fathers in the ancient world:


	 to care for his family and bring well-being to them.


	 	 What better care and well-being could we be in
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	 	 	 than wrapped up in God’s perfect and radical love


	 	 	 	 and being in a situation where 


	 	 	 	 	 that love can never be lost?


Sure, we still live in a world 


	 where we still feel the cancerous affects of sin,


	 	 which is why some of us might struggle with the term “father.”


Perhaps you had an abusive or absent father;


	 maybe a father trapped in vices 


	 	 and led a bad example for you.


	 	 	 Know that God redeems the term Father


	 	 	 	 and displays His radical love for you in Jesus.


And in all the moments where sin distorts reality for us,


	 we are more than conquerors


	 	 because Jesus has given us His abundant power


	 	 	 to overcome those temporary distortions.


Sin does not get the last word,


	 because God’s Grand Story ends with New Creation.


The hope of this promise (that nothing can separate us from God’s Love)
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	 and the empowering Jesus gives us (through His ever present Spirit)


	 	 leads us to respond in JOY because


	 	 	 nothing can separate us from the Love of God  

	 	 	 	 that is in Jesus Christ our Lord; 

	  and we can face anything and everything 


	 	 because we know, in the end, 


	 	 	 Jesus has the final word! Amen. 


