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THINGS	ARE	NOT	AS	THEY	SEEM:		
A	VISION	OF	JESUS	

Revelation 1:9-20 
Prayer…


Things are not as they seem.


	 This is the theme of our series 


	 	 as we explore the last book of the Bible: Revelation.


Last week we had an intro to the longest letter in the Bible.


	 We heard that Christians were suffering persecution


	 	 under the Roman Empire (led by Domitian),


	 	 	 and found themselves at a fork in the road:


	 	 	 	 would they take the path of faithfulness to Jesus


	 	 	 	 	 or would they venture down the path  

	 	 	 	 	 	 of compromise?


The churches faced the immense brokenness of the world,


	 but John encourages (through this letter):


	 	 in Jesus we find hope to face the brokenness of this world, 

because things are not as they seem.


	 	 	 	 Those who exercise authority 


	 	 	 	 	 don’t have ultimate authority.
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The fear you have, and the fear used to keep you oppressed,


	 does not have the last word,


	 	 and, in fact, is not a weapon that can be used 


	 	 	 against you anymore.


Our hope is in Jesus


	 because he is our faithfulness, 


	 	 he shows us a new way to be human,


	 	 	 and he has ultimate authority. 
1

- - -


This week I was listening to a sermon by Tim Keller


	 and in it he was talking about the Christian’s righteousness


	 	 being found not in our past or present attempts


	 	 	 but in Jesus’ perfect, past and present obedience.


And so it doesn’t matter if you had a good day Wednesday


	 and a bad day Saturday. 


	 	 God won’t listen to your prayers more on the Wednesday


	 	 	 and less on the Saturday because of this;


	 	 	 	 your right-relatedness with God


	 	 	 	 	 is found in Jesus’ right-relatedness with God


	 	 	 	 	 	 and so God hears us no matter if 


 Wilson, Curtis. Things Are Not As They Seem: An Intro. (A sermon from January 5, 2020), 16-17.1
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	 	 	 	 	 	 	 we’ve had a good day 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 or a bad day.


Keller’s sermon reminded me 


	 of our passage this morning


	 	 because in it we encounter  

the ever-present Jesus who is with us 

and has a special word for us: 

“Do not be afraid!”


Now, in his book Discipleship on the Edge,


	 Darrell Johnson divides the letter of Revelation


	 	 into 5 Windows:


1. Window 1- The Son of Man in the Middle of His Churches


2. Window 2- The Lamb in the Middle of the Throne


3. Window 3- A Woman, A Dragon, A Child


4. Window 4- Just Judgment


5. Window 5- The Rider, the Never-Fought War, the Holy City





This morning we glance through the first Window.


	 As we glance through it
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	 	 we’ll first hear John’s encouragement (vv. 9-10),


	 	 	 followed by a Vision of Jesus (vv. 12-16),


	 	 	 	 and finally hear Jesus’ encouragement 


	 	 	 	 	 to the Church (vv. 17-20).


JOHN’S ENCOURAGEMENT (vv. 9-10) 

So John opens his testimony


	 with the encouragement that he understands


	 	 what the 7 churches of Asia are going through:


I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and 

the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in 

Jesus, was on the island of Patmos on account of the 

word of God and the testimony of Jesus. vs. 9  

These congregations are not alone in their suffering.


	 John fully understands


	 	 as he finds himself imprisoned on Patmos


	 	 	 (the island that the Romans would send accused 


	 	 	 	 or suspected troublemakers).


John states that he was in the Spirit 
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on the Lord’s Day when he heard a loud voice like a trumpet


	 	 from behind him, saying,


	 	 	 Write what you see in a book  

and send it to the seven churches…(v.10)


If we think about the context,


	 when else would people in a Roman district


	 	 hear the sound of trumpets?


One would assume it was when Caesar


	 (or another high ranking official)


	 	 was making an entrance.


Typically this would’ve sparked some excitement in a crowd.


	 Trumpets were the sound of victory, royalty, importance.


	 	 They draw our attention whether we want them to or not.


	 	 	 So John turns around to see what this sound 


	 	 	 	 (this voice) is drawing attention to.


…I turned to see the voice…and on turning I saw seven golden lamp 

stands… vs. 12


Now we know from Jesus’ explanation in verse 20
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	 that these 7 golden lamp stands are the 7 churches.


	 	 But again, John loves his number 7 


	 	 	 (being a number of completeness/wholeness).


	 	 	 	 John sees each of the 7 churches mentioned


	 	 	 	 	 but he also sees (in them) 


	 	 	 	 	 	 the whole, complete, universal Church


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 that stretches throughout 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 past, present and future.


(We’re able to see these two layers in this scene


	 recognizing that we’ll encounter the specific messages


	 	 to the specific congregations next week


	 	 	 in the 7 letters to the churches).


But John continues his description:


13…and in the midst of the lamp stands one like a son of man, 

clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his 

chest.  


Now the NIV has the word among the lamp stands


	 and the ESV has in the midst.


	 	 In Greek the word literally means in the middle of.
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	 	 	 So in the middle of the lampstands


	 	 	 	 stands one like a Son of Man.


Last week we heard from Eugene Peterson


	 that nothing in the letter of Revelation is new,


	 	 but everything can be found elsewhere in the Bible. 
2

The phrase one like a son of man


	 comes from Daniel 7:13-14


	 	 where God gives Daniel a vision of beasts, the Ancient of Days


	 	 	 and the Son of Man who is given dominion, glory 


	 	 	 	 and a kingdom that lasts forever.


John knows this Daniel passage


	 and knows his audience knows the Daniel reference.


	 	 So John is invoking this messianic image 


	 	 	 and continues to describe him for us:


he was clothed with a long robe and with a 

golden sash around his chest. v. 13b 

 Eugene  H. Peterson, Reversed Thunder: The Revelation of John and the Praying Imagination. 2

(San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1988), xi-xii.
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The long robe is what priests wore in the Temple


	 (much like the robe Aaron wore in Exodus 28).


	 	  This signifies that the One in the middle of the lamp stands,


	 	 	 the Son of Man, is also a Priest —


	 	 	 	 a mediator between humanity and God.


But the long robe is also reminiscent of what Kings wore


	 (like Jonathan in 1 Samuel 18:4,


	 	 when Jonathan makes a covenant with David


	 	 	 and gives David his own royal robe).


The golden sash also indicates royalty


	 but what’s interesting about the sash is the placement: 


	 	 around his chest.


	 	 	 Darrell Johnson comments,


“When a belt was worn around the waist the person 

was preparing for work. When a belt was worn 

across the chest the person was resting in the 

accomplishment of a task. John is being reminded 

that the high priestly work of Jesus Christ is 

finished!” 
3

 Darrell W. Johnson. Discipleship on the Edge. (Vancouver: Regent College Publishing, 2004), 43-443
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Next, his hair


	 which was white like wool, as white as snow.


	 	 For those remembering the previous Daniel reference,


	 	 	 their imaginations are sparked again


	 	 	 	 as John borrows from Daniel again


	 	 	 	 	 (only a few verses earlier).


In Daniel 7:9 we have a description of One


	 who has clothing as white as snow, and hair like pure wool


	 	 only in this context it is the Ancient of Days (GOD)


	 	 	 being described!


Do you see what John sees?


	 King Jesus, the High Priest


	 	 (whose priestly work is accomplished and finished)


	 	 	 shares in the character of God 


	 	 	 	 and like the Ancient of Days, is God! 
4

His eyes were like a flame of fire.


“Fire illuminates and penetrates. But it also cleanses, burns away 

impurities. The eyes of the glorified Lord not only look at us…they 

 ibid., 44.4
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look through us, ‘penetrating the masks and veils behind which we 

hide our true being.’ (Krodel, p. 95).” 
5

His his feet were like burnished bronze.


	 There are a couple of Daniel references


	 	 that this phrase could be connected to.


In chapter 2:31-49


	 we hear of the King of Babylon (Nebuchadnezzar)


	 	 dreams of a grand statue (representing himself)


	 	 	 whose head was gold, but as you 


	 	 	 	 went further down the statue, 


	 	 	 	 	 weaker materials were found.


The feet of Nebuchadnezzar’s statue


	 were made of iron mixed with clay. Dan 2:33


	 	 The statue is struck at the feet


	 	 	 and the statue comes tumbling down —


	 	 	 	 indicating that his reign over the nation would end.


John, knowing this reference,


	 describes JESUS as one with feet of burnished bronze


 ibid., 45.5
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	 	 because in Daniel’s interpretation


	 	 	 it is a kingdom of bronze,  

which shall rule over all the earth.  6

The second reference is found in Daniel 10:6


	 describing the Man in linen whose eyes were like flaming torches,  

his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, 

and the sound his words like the sound a multitude.


This is the same man


	 who, though terrifying to Daniel,


speaks the words, “Fear not…your words have been heard…

peace be with you; be strong and of good courage 
7

This second reference seems more likely


	 in light of John’s next description of Jesus: 


	 	 his voice was like the roar of many waters.


	 Ezekiel 43:2 marks the moment God’s glory fills the Temple


and we hear, “…behold, the glory of the God of Israel was 

coming from the east. And the sound of his coming was 

 cf. Daniel 2:39.6

 cf. Daniel 10:12, 19.7
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like the sound of many waters, and the earth shone with 

his glory.” 
8

John wants to capture our imaginations


	 and show us who JESUS really is:


	 	 He is the Christ; He speaks peace and encourages courage;


	 	 	 in His voice we hear the very glory of God!


You can’t simply dictate these realities,


	 but to show them to us 


	 	 by drawing on all these First Testament references,


	 	 	 burns these theological images into our brains


	 	 	 	 so that we might grasp reality as it truly is:


Things are not as they seem: the presence 

of the risen and glorified Jesus is the 

great unseen reality of the present.


Next are the stars in his right hand v. 16 

	 We’re told, by Jesus, these stars 


	 	 are the 7 angels of the 7 churches. v. 20


 cf. Ezekiel 43:2-5.8
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If we glance at the letters in chapters 2-3


	 we’ll find each letter is addressed,


“To the angel of the church in….”  9

But there’s contextual significance to the reference of stars,


	 that doesn’t have its roots in Scripture


	 	 but the religious and political realties of the time.


“In Greek religion the goddess Hekate [eh - Kat - ee]


	 held the stars and calls herself ‘beginning and end.’ 


	 	 Counter-image. Alternate vision. 


	 	 	 The seven stars are in Jesus’ right hand. 


	 	 	 	 Hekate does not have the stars.” 
10

Similarly, the Caesar cult


	 also incorporated stars into their imagery


	 	 to claim that the Roman Caesars embodied the rulership 


	 	 	 of the cosmos. 
11

John proclaims it is not Hekate, nor Caesar,


	 nor do the planets or stars themselves


 Rev. 2:1, 8, 12, 18, 3:1, 7, 14.9

 (Johnson, 46).10

 Boring, M. Eugene. Interpretation: Revelation. (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1989), 84.11
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	 	 dictate the future of humanity…


JESUS DOES!


And it’s his words


	 that cut like a double edged sword. 

	 	 They cut to our core and through all the facades we put up.


	 	 	 They cut through the lies we tell ourselves,


	 	 	 	 the insecurities we hold, the idols we worship


	 	 	 	 	 and they speak Truth to us.


Lastly, his face was like the sun shining in full strength.


	 the word used for shining indicates the idea 


	 	 of lighting up the entire night sky or a very dark place. 


Like the sun shining in full force to light up every inch of earth. 


	 This is the face of the Son of Man 


	 	 (let alone the glory of his whole being!).


So this is the JESUS that John witnesses and testifies about,


	 so it makes sense that his only reaction was to


	 	 fall at his feet as though dead.
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But what could be the most shocking event in this passage happens:


	 he laid his right hand on me…


	 	 The very hand that holds the 7 stars;


	 	 	 the hand that shows JESUS is 


	 	 	 	 the One who rules the cosmos;


	 	 	 	 	 the hand that Caesar too will kiss;


	 	 	 	 	 	 is the hand that reaches out 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 and touches John.


And the words that John hears


	 (the Truth that cuts through everything we could imagine):


Do not be afraid. I am the first and the last. I am the Living 

One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive forevermore, and 

I hold the keys of death and Hades. vv. 17b-18 

Can you feel it?


	 For Christians who have known nothing but fear


	 	 (fear of being found out; fear of losing their job; fear of 


	 	 	 imprisonment; fear of torture; fear of death),


	 	 	 	 are told (by the King, High Priest, Christ, Ancient of 


	 	 	 	 	 Days, Holder of the Cosmos):
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	 	 	 	 	 	 Do not be afraid!


And they’re told


	 not to be afraid because of what Jesus has done.


	 	 He does not say “Don’t be afraid and instead 


	 	 	 follow this 12 step program to become a better disciple.”


	 	 He doesn’t say “Don’t be afraid and live as you want to.”


He says, Do not be afraid…I am…I hold…


	 HE is the reason we don't need to be afraid.


	 	 “On the cross he let all the powers that threaten to undo us 


	 	 	 have their unrestrained way with him. 


	 	 	 	 He let death take him captive. 


	 	 	 	 	 And then he burst out of the prison 


	 	 	 	 	 	 and carried away the prison keys!” 
12

When we think about it,


	 every fear we have ever had


	 	 has its root in the fear of death.


Our fears of rejection, loss, loneliness, financial or social ruin, 


	 they are all connected with the fear of death; 


	 	 the fear that that we will die rejected, alone, bankrupt, outcast.


 (Johnson, 48).12
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JESUS says we don’t need to be afraid


	 because He took away the need to fear death:


	 	 He conquered it!


But not only has JESUS conquered death


	 (thus removing the need to fear it)


	 	 but He also stands, alive, with us.


This same JESUS


	 (that John has used so many images to describe)


	 	 is the One who stands in the middle


	 	 	 of the 7 churches, and dictates these words to them.


Do not be afraid, because I AM with you!


	 Things are not as they seem!  

	 	 It feels bad now but don’t worry, this is not the end! 


I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, 

and I hold the keys of Death and Hades!


