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THINGS	ARE	NOT	AS	THEY	SEEM:	COME!	
Revelation 6:1-17 

Prayer…


Today we wrestle with the reality of evil and suffering. 


	 Why does it exist? If there’s a good God, 


	 	 why hasn’t He done away with evil and suffering in the world? 


This is the main question 


	 that has been a stumbling block for many


	 	 as they consider the Christian faith.


It is also the main argument for atheists 


	 against the Christian faith. 


	 	 “Atheist philosopher J.L. Mackie argues:


‘A good thing [i.e. God] always eliminates evil as far as it 

can, and that there are no limits to what an omnipotent 

thing can do,’ ergo God should eliminate all evil because 

he is all-good and all-powerful.” 
1

Asking the question,


	 about whether evil and suffering can exist 


	 	 if there is a good God


 Clark, Mark. The Problem of God. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2017), 47. Quoting J.L. Mackie. “Evil and 1

Omnipotence,” Mind. 64, no. 254 (1955), 200-201.
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	 	 	 is a crucial and significant venture 


	 	 	 	 that everyone should spend time contemplating 


	 	 	 	 	 and researching.


But Mackie’s argument fails to realize 


	 that his logic is flawed. 


	 	 God’s goodness is not dependent on 


	 	 	 the absence or presence of evil.


Although we won’t have time to do 


	 an extensive exploration into why evil and suffering exist 


	 	 (that’s another lengthy sermon series for later) 


	 	 	 what we will explore is what’s really happening 


	 	 	 	 when evil and suffering reveal themselves.


	 	 We’ll see these moments from a cosmic perspective


	 	 	 and realize that God is not complacent or apathetic.


	 	 	 	 Things are not as they seem.


As we turn to Revelation 6,


	 I would like to argue that


	 	 Evil and Suffering exist as a rebellion  

against God’s Kingdom coming.  
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BUT, God is active  

and uses His People in the solution. 

So just a quick note before we dive into Revelation 6.


	 We need to remember to pack our glasses 


	 	 that we gained from Revelation 4 & 5,


	 	 	 so that we might see reality clearly.


There is One on the throne of the cosmos,


	 around which all of creation and God’s People are represented


	 	 and give praise.


There is the slaughtered Lamb


	 who stands at the centre of the One on the throne,


	 	 and who is able to take the scroll from the One on the throne.


	 	 	 The scroll contains God’s redemptive plan


	 	 	 	 as it’s played out throughout history.


It shows that at the centre of reality


	 is One who is in full control


	 	 and at His feet chaos is submitted,


	 	 	 like a glassy sea.


This is vital to remember
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	 because what John sees next can rock us a bit.


1 Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I 

heard one of the four living creatures say with a voice like thunder, 

“Come!”


This is the pattern that we see


	 for the opening of the first four seals:


	 	 one of the four living creatures thunder out, “Come!”


	 	 	 and what follows is a different coloured horseman 


	 	 	 	 each with its own unique traits.


There are a few observations we can make 


	 so rather than taking it one verse at a time


	 	 we’ll take a look at the different images and phrases.


First we’ll look at the 4 horsemen,


	 then we’ll focus on what the 4 creatures say,


	 	 then we'll move into seals 5 and 6.


THE 4 HORSEMEN 

We read in verse 2 
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	 of the first horseman


	 	 who rode a white horse.


The rider had a bow and a crown was given to him


	 and he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest.


Some of the earliest interpretations of this horseman


	 imply that it is Jesus.


	 	 This is based off of the image we’ll see in Revelation 19:11


	 	 	 where Jesus is described as riding a white horse


	 	 	 	 and many crowns on his head,


	 	 	 	 	 with a double edged sword 


	 	 	 	 	 	 coming from his mouth.


But we shouldn’t jump to this conclusion too quickly.


	 Though there are similarities,


	 	 a giveaway that challenges this idea


	 	 	 is the phrase conquest. 


In the rest of Revelation


“…the language of conquest is used of the evil beast (see 11:7; 

13:7).” 
2

 Darrell W. Johnson. Discipleship on the Edge. (Vancouver: Regent College Publishing, 2004), 171.2
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In chapters 12-13, 


the Satan and his army “…are portrayed as being able to conquer 

by deception, ‘deceiving by imitating Christ’s appearance.’”  (13:11)
3

So perhaps this first horseman


	 is not Jesus, but rather 


	 	 the power of evil, imitating Jesus


	 	 	 seeking to take over what is rightfully the Lamb’s.


The second rider is bright red


	 and is permitted to take peace from the earth.


	 	 This rider turns humanity against itself.


The third rider


	 has a black horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand.


	 	 We hear from the living creature


“A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of 

barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil and 

wine!”


What on earth does this mean?


 ibid.3
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	 In the first century, 


	 	 wheat and barley were essentials.


	 	 	 A denarius was a full day’s wage for a labourer.


This rider brings injustice upon the world


	 as the poor are made poorer,


	 	 but the rich (those who can afford oil and wine)


	 	 	 are left to live as they are.


The fourth rider was pale


	 (the word here suggests a range of colour of pale greenish-grey


	 	 sparking the image of a corpse). 


The rider’s name was Death, 

and Hades followed him.


	 	 This rider goes throughout the earth 


	 	 	 killing people and Hades (the realm of the dead; 


	 	 	 	 the Jewish equivalent is Sheol)


	 	 	 	 	 follows behind to clean up the dead.


	 	 	 	 	 	 It is a stark and disturbing image.


So these four horsemen
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	 appear as the Lamb begins to open the scroll.


	 	 But we have to ask,


	 	 	 why do the four living creatures call these riders forward


	 	 	 	 as the Lamb opens the scroll?


If the four living creatures represent all of creation


	 why would they call for violence, disease, injustice, and death?


Or, is it the Lamb 


	 who calls these riders to come 


	 	 by opening the seals on the scroll?


I don’t believe either the Lamb


	 nor the four living creatures are calling the riders forward.


COME! 

As we’ve heard four times,


	 each of the four living creatures thunders out “Come!”


	 	 Once this takes place, 


	 	 	 a rider appears with all of its unique catastrophe.


But Darrell Johnson suggests


	 that the refrain “Come!”
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	 	 is not beckoning the riders,


	 	 	 rather it is beckoning the Lamb and His Kingdom.


“They are calling for the Lamb at the centre of the throne to come and 

establish his kingdom. They are praying the second line of the Lord’s 

Prayer: Come, your kingdom” 
4

This is significant 


	 because it means at every opening of a seal


	 	 we find prayers.


	 	 	 All of creation prays out “Come! 


	 	 	 	 Mighty Lamb, your Kingdom Come!”


SEAL 5! 

During the opening of the fifth seal


	 we hear the prayer of those who had been slain


	 	 for their witnessing to the Word of God (v. 9-10).


That prayer is one of lament,


	 “How long?!” 


	 	 We have a lament that is reminiscent of Psalm 79.


 ibid., 169.4
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The word for avenge 


	 means both “avenge” and “procure justice for” someone.


“Here is a cry for God to reveal himself, a plea for a public 

vindication of God’s justice…” 
5

They martyrs see what is going on on earth


	 (from the view of heaven’s throne room)


	 	 and they see the injustice & violence that permeates the world.


	 	 	 They see Rome and how it is no different than Babylon.


	 	 	 	 They see their fellow brothers and sisters


	 	 	 	 	 suffering under the weight of Caesar


	 	 	 	 	 	 and they cry out on their behalf 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (and ours):	How long?!


They receive an answer to this cry:


11…rest a little longer until the number of their fellow servants and 

their brothers [& sisters] should be complete, who were to be 

killed as they themselves had been.


It seems as though more violence and death 


 Boring, M. Eugene. Interpretation: Revelation. (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1989), 125.5
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	 is to come before God’s Kingdom is fully realized 


	 	 on earth as it is in heaven.


But why? 


	 Why not end the evil now? 


	 	 Why not end the suffering?


It is not as if God wills for this evil and suffering to happen;


	 in fact, God cannot stand this evil and suffering.


	 	 It stands against everything that God is about;


	 	 	 this is why He ushered in His Kingdom in Jesus.


The evil and suffering and violence and injustice


	 is the reality of sin in the world 


	 	 that is ruthlessly resisting God’s Kingdom coming.


	 	 	 It is the clashing of opposing kingdoms.


But God does not want to leave anyone behind.


	 The most wrathful thing God can do to judge humanity


	 	 is to let them go their own way — to let them be in control,


	 	 	 knowing full well we are not designed for that.


If God were to end all evil now


	 (if God were to end all influences of sin now)


	 	 then those who are still bound to it
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	 	 	 will see their end as well.


It means those who call themselves Christians


	 but don’t place their trust in what Jesus has done,


	 	 rather they trust in their ability to follow “the rules of the Bible.”


	 	 	 Lost.


It means those who live amazing lives, 


	 who are cornerstones of social justice in the world,


	 	 but who deny the Lamb as King of the cosmos. 


	 	 	 Lost.


God in His grace


	 permits evil and suffering to carry on a little longer


	 	 (knowing that it will not have the last word)


	 	 	 so that everyone will have the opportunity to repent


	 	 	 	 and trust in JESUS’ faithfulness for us. 

He’s the Shepherd


	 who leaves the 99 to find the 1;


	 	 sometimes we need to hear that story 


	 	 	 knowing we aren’t always the 1 but with the 99.


Wherever God’s Kingdom breaks into the world
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	 there will be resistance. 


	 	 Systems that raise the rich onto the backs of the poor


	 	 	 will fight to remain in power.


Governments that abuse power


	 and favour a particular group over another


	 	 will fight to remain in power.


People who hold power and influence


	 will beat, maim or kill anyone


	 	 who try to take any of it away. 


When God’s People cry out in prayer


	 and when creation cries out in prayer


	 	 COME! How Long before You Come!


	 	 	 we are praying for God’s Kingdom 


	 	 	 	 to reorder life as we know it.


It is the prayer for the marginalized.


	 The prayer for the forgotten.


It is a prayer that comes out of weakness and suffering


	 but it allows us to find deep joy and rejoicing


	 	 even in the midst of that suffering.
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Paul frequently writes about 


	 rejoicing in tribulations and weaknesses and sufferings.


	 	 He rejoices because he has eyes to see reality as it is:


	 	 	 every time he suffers for the gospel 

	 	 	 	 it is because he’s experiencing  

	 	 	 	 	 the clash of kingdoms; 

	 	 	 God’s Kingdom is coming


	 	 	 	 and causing tension against 


	 	 	 	 	 the worldly order of things.


It might mean momentary suffering


	 but that suffering is also a sign 


	 	 that the love of the Lamb is breaking in all the more!


	 	 	 That more people will have the opportunity


	 	 	 	 to see who the Lamb really is,


	 	 	 	 	 and that is worth a little suffering for Paul.


SEAL 6! 

At the breaking of the sixth seal,


	 all of the cosmos is shaken.


	 	 The earth, the sky, moon and stars, mountains and islands
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	 	 	 all feel the reality altering moment 


	 	 	 	 of God’s Kingdom breaking in full force.


The imagery behind the cosmos crumbling


	 gets us to imagine what life would be like 


	 	 if we really did have full control over everything;


	 	 	 if we really were in charge of it all,


	 	 	 	 nothing would stand for long.


We hear of all those who hold power:


	 kings, great ones, generals, the rich and powerful


	 	 along with everyone else (slave and free)


	 	 	 run and hide.


Everyone is exposed


	 (much like Adam & Eve after disobeying God in the Garden).


	 	 They run and hide


	 	 	 because they find themselves unfit to be seen 


	 	 	 	 by a holy God.


We realize what real power looks like


	 and come to know how much we don’t have it.


Everyone hide from the wrath of the Lamb.
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	 But this sixth seal also reveals the role of the church in the world:


	 	 we are to point to reality as it truly is — 


	 	 	 Jesus, the Lamb, is on the throne and reigns forever!


For those who know this


	 and live into that reality


	 	 the coming of God’s Kingdom 


	 	 	 is not something to be feared but to be celebrated.


To rebel against that coming Kingdom


	 would be to choose a life led by the 4 horsemen:


	 	 a life of violence, disease, injustice and ultimately death.


Leaning into God’s Kingdom


	 is to live into a life of deep prayer and rest.


	 	 Yes, you will feel it when the clash of kingdoms happen


	 	 	 but in those moments we praise God


	 	 	 	 that He is in control and not us. 


	 	 This allows us to pray all the more,


	 	 	 Your Kingdom come!


Now we only get to explore 6 of the 7 seals this morning


	 (the 7th comes in chapter 8, with a slight interlude in chapter 7).
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	 	 In order to fully understand these seals


	 	 	 we do need to explore all of them,


	 	 	 	 so this sermon ends with a bit of a 


	 	 	 	 	 “To be continued.”


This chapter ends with the question:


	 Who can stand?  

	 	 Who can stand before God?


	 	 	 Who can stand after being fully exposed 


	 	 	 	 by the wrath of the Lamb - exposed as one 


	 	 	 	 	 who tries to take control away 


	 	 	 	 	 	 from the One on the throne 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 of the cosmos?


We’ll find out next week,


	 only those who bear the seal of God on their foreheads (7:3).


But for this week,


	 how might we be encouraged from this passage?


God is not unaware of evil and suffering in the world.


	 Jesus even tells us, 
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“In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 

overcome the world.” 
6

This trouble (evil and suffering) are present around us 


	 because everything that stands against God’s Kingdom 


	 	 is pushing back; it’s resisting/rebelling. 


This rebellion is found inside of 


	 governments, organizations, communities, 


	 	 retirement homes, restaurants, banks, schools, 


	 	 	 churches, indeed it’s inside of every human being. 


	 	 	 	 Sin is the name of this rebellious force.


But remember, God’s Kingdom is coming; 


	 the Lamb is on the throne; 


	 	 the Lamb has the scroll of history & God’s Plan of redemption. 


	 	 	 The seals are breaking open…it’s happening! 


	 	 	 	 This push back is inevitable,


	 	 	 	 	 but God is not apathetic.


God’s People play a role in the midst of the push back. 


 John 16:33.6
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	 Through prayer we are able to call on God 


	 	 asking Him to bring His Kingdom more, 


	 	 	 AND we can find rest 


	 	 	 	 in the midst of the evil and suffering. 


Enduring evil and suffering


	 (in some sense, absorbing it in prayer)


	 	 allows us to join the host of martyrs 


	 	 	 because enduring and absorbing that suffering


	 	 	 	 is a form of dying.


But we can find rest


	 because we know things are not as they seem.


	 	 The presence of evil and suffering 


	 	 	 does not disqualify God’s goodness,


	 	 	 	 nor a sign of God’s absence.


Rather,


	 they are a sign that resistance is taking place.


	 	 God’s Kingdom is breaking in 


	 	 	 and the world can’t handle it.


	 	 	 	 But all of creation longs for it.


	 	 	 	 	 All of God’s People pray for it.
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And so we pray,


	 Come, Lord Jesus, come! Amen.


