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THINGS	ARE	NOT	AS	THEY	SEEM:		
PROPHETS	&	WITNESSES	OF	LIFE	

Revelation 10-11 
Prayer…


We are back! 


	 I hope you enjoyed a week’s reprieve from Revelation,


	 	 especially since it was a heavier message two weeks ago. 


Just to recap before we dive into chapters 10-11,


	 we heard about the seventh seal being opened


	 	 which was followed by the first 6 Trumpets 


	 	 	 that ushered in horrific images.


Through these images,


	 John was explaining to us the ugliness of sin


	 	 that it is a deeper condition than we often realize


	 	 	 and causes all the symptoms that Western Christian


	 	 	 	 typify as “sin.”


John showed us


	 that God’s judgment against a sinful humanity


	 	 is to allow us to carry on in our sin 


	 	 	 if we are bent on choosing it over God’s freedom.


Living in such sin
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	 breeds the ugliness described in chapters 8-9.


But John also tells of God’s magnificent grace.


	 Drawing on Genesis 6-9 


	 	 John points out that God’s judgment 


	 	 	 (allowing sin to run its course in the world)


	 	 	 	 is only able to impact a third of the world.


Not everything is totally destroyed


	 as in the Genesis account.


	 	 By God’s grace


	 	 	 these plagues serve as a warning,


	 	 	 	 opening the opportunity for repentance.


Unfortunately,


	 we read at the end of chapter 9


	 	 that there was no repentance.


We pick up from here


	 and recognize that the plagues alone


	 	 are not adequate enough to inspire real repentance.


	 	 	 The plagues only reveal to us that something is wrong.
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Real repentance comes through 


	 the proclamation and witness of the Church.


Chapters 10-11 help us see 

how an unbelieving world might come to believe in Jesus.


If God’s judgment is letting humanity go its own way


	 then the Church’s role in the face of that judgment


	 	 is to be Prophets & Witnesses of Life  

no matter what type of response  

we might get in return.


As we move forward 


	 we’re going to unpack two images:


	 	 1) Angel & Little Scroll (10)


	 	 2) God’s People: Prophets & Witnesses (11:1-14)


	 then finish off with the seventh trumpet (11:15-19).


By then we should see why


	 the Church plays the role of Prophet and Witness


	 	 and how that is the primary vocation for God’s People,


	 	 	 over and above everything else in life.
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ANGEL & LITTLE SCROLL 

Back in chapter 7 


	 we found an interlude between the 6th and 7th seal breaking.


	 	 That interlude had images of God’s People (the Church)


	 	 	 in its fullness and so numerous it couldn’t be counted.


They were also described 


	 as being triumphant 


	 	 because of what the Lamb has done. 


Likewise,


	 Chapters 10-11 act as an interlude


	 	 between the 6th and 7th trumpet blasts. 


In these chapters we again have images of the Church


	 but they describe the Church’s role


	 	 in the midst of God’s judgment on the earth. 


	 	 	 Those who are sealed, 


	 	 	 	 who are safe from this judgment, 


	 	 	 	 	 what are they to do in such a time as this?


John’s vision of what happens next


	 is steeped in Old Testament imagery.
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…Another mighty angel…


	 …wrapped in a cloud,  with a rainbow  over his head, 1 2

and his face was like the sun,   3

and his legs like pillars of fire. 
4

All these images 


	 are associations to God and Christ.


	 	 This angel is utterly transparent to the nature and character


	 	 	 of the Creator and the Christ.


Although Revelation has distinctions between


	 God, Christ and angels,


	 	 there are also overlaps between them all.


	 	 	 I’m not going so far as to say they’re synonymous 


	 	 	 	 but in this case we’re told John sees an angel


	 	 	 	 	 who transparently depicts both Father & Son


	 	 	 	 	 	 who speak through the angel to John.


This angel having one foot on land and one in water


 Job 37; Ps 18:7-15; Zech 10:11

 Genesis 9:11-17; Rev 4:12

 Revelation 1:163

 Exodus 13:214
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	 has a very important link with Daniel 12:1-10,


	 	 with one of John’s classic modifications


	 	 	 that conveys a significant theological point.


In Daniel 12 we read of 


“…mighty angels standing on water and dry land, arms uplifted, 

swearing by God, a long delay, a sealed book to be opened at the 

endtime period of three and one-half years.”  5

John believed he (and the congregations)


	 were living in the end time that began 


	 	 when Jesus died, resurrected and ascended.


So he borrows this passage


	 and re-depicts it with an unsealed book


	 	 indicating the time of waiting and hoping is over.


	 	 	 Judgment has come; fulfillment is here!


And much like Ezekiel


	 who was given a book of lamentation, mourning and woe 
6

 Boring, M. Eugene. Interpretation: Revelation. (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1989), 140.5

 Ezekiel 2:8-106
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	 	 to eat and it tasted like honey,


	 	 	 so John sees himself in a similar prophetic role


	 	 	 	 and “…devours the book that contains the plan of  

	 	 	 	 	 God for his creation, the bittersweet message  

	 	 	 	 	 	 of judgment and salvation.” 
7

And the key verse in chapter 10 


	 is verse 11


	 	 And I was told, “You must again prophesy about many  

peoples and nations and languages and kings.”


It seems a bit of a random statement,


	 but what God explains to John (and to us)


	 	 is that the plagues of chapters 8-9 


	 	 	 (the full symptomatic manifestations of sinfulness)


	 	 	 	 are not enough to inspire real repentance;


	 	 	 	 	 they just show us that something is wrong.


	 	 	 	 Real repentance requires prophecy.


The word for prophecy


	 literally means “to speak under the influence of divine inspiration, 


 (Boring, 141-142).7
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	 	 with or without reference to future events ” 
8

So to speak prophetically


	 is simply to speak a word that God has inspired


	 	 like drawing connections between passages in Scripture


	 	 	 and real life situations.


This is what helps people see that the Living God 


	 is very much active in today’s age:


	 	 to see how Scripture speaks into our everyday experience


	 	 	 and points us toward God’s hope,


	 	 	 	 will convict us into real repentance.


GOD’S PEOPLE: PROPHETS & WITNESSES 

From here John describes the Church’s role.


	 He’s instructed to measure the temple of God (11:1)


Now when we hear the word temple


	 we need to recognize that this isn’t the physical temple


	 	 that was in Jerusalem, because at this time


	 	 	 it was no longer there.


The temple in Jerusalem


 Louw, Johannes P. & Eugene A. Nida. ed. Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament Based on 8

Semantic Domains. (New York: United bible Societies, 1989), 33.459.  
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	 was destroyed by the Romans in AD 70.


	 	 John on the island of Patmos was likely around AD 96,


	 	 	 so the temple that John needs to measure 


	 	 	 	 is the new temple - God’s People (the Church).


This idea of measuring comes from Zechariah 2


	 where we have a vision of a man with a measuring line,


	 	 told to measure Jerusalem and God states,


 “‘For I will be a wall of fire around her, and I will be the 

glory in her midst’ (2:5). John is told to measure the 

temple, the people of God, because God intends to dwell 

in our midst, as a wall of fire. Because God is in our midst, 

we are protected. Not insulated, not made safe, but 

protected.” 
9

So while sin is judged and its disciples 


	 are left to grow in its ugliness


	 	 God’s People dwell with God.


And God says that he will grant authority


 Darrell W. Johnson. Discipleship on the Edge. (Vancouver: Regent College Publishing, 2004), 204.9
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	 to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy…  10

clothed in sackcloth.


Sackcloth was the wardrobe of repentance.


	 Not only will these witnesses prophecy (God inspired proclaimation)


	 	 the need for repentance,


	 	 	 but they will embody that repentance themselves.


John goes on to describe these two witnesses


	 as two olive trees and the two lampstands. 
11

These images are connected with Zechariah 4


	 where the prophet sees a lamp with seven lamps on it (4:2).


	 	 He also sees two olive trees on either side of the lamp (4:3)


	 	 	 and the two olive trees are God’s anointed ones (4:14).


These anointed ones are told by God


	 “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit…” (4:6).


	 	 John draws on this passage to emphasize


	 	 	 that any prophesying, preaching, repentance 


 The reference to 1260 days is a symbolic number (not a statistic). Darrell Johnson states, “Forty-two 10

months, one thousand two hundred and sixty days, is three and one-half years. Three and one-half is 
one-half of seven, the number of perfection…. The symbol refers to the whole time the church is in the 
world, caught in the crunch of clashing kingdoms.” (Johnson, 204-205).

 The significance of the number two relates to the courtroom image of witness. The biblical principle for 11

legal matters is that “The testimony of two is true” (see Deut 17:6; 19:15; John 8:17; Matthew 18:16).
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	 	 	 	 will all be done by the Holy Spirit, 


	 	 	 	 	 not by our own efforts.


Darrell Johnson states,


“The image of the two lampstands/two olive trees/two witnesses, is…

a picture of the church, under pressure in the world, full of the olive oil 

of the Holy Spirit, burning brightly with the fire of God.” 
12

We’re told that when these witnesses


	 have completed their testimony,


	 	 the beast that rises from the bottomless pit  

will make war on them and conquer them  

and kill them… (v. 7).


To be a witness and testify that Jesus is who He is,


	 that He has defeated sin,


	 	 that He has ushered in the Kingdom of God,


	 	 	 we know that there is a clashing of kingdoms.


	 	 	 	 Martyrdom is an aspect of that clashing.


The point of martyrdom, however,


	 is not to carelessly throw your life away for a belief.


 (Johnson, 206).12
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It is about treasuring and valuing something 


	 even more than life itself.


	 	 For Jesus’ followers to be martyrs


	 	 	 doesn’t mean we need to die at the hand of a persecutor. 


For Jesus’ followers to be martyrs


	 is to treasure Jesus more than their own lives.


This means that prophesying (proclaiming God inspired words)


	 is more important to us than our reputation.


	 	 It means living a life of repentance is worth more to us


	 	 	 than our jobs, the materials we crave, 


	 	 	 	 the ideals society pushes us to have 


	 	 	 	 	 (like the perfect home, family, worldview).


And we’re told that these witnesses


	 are raised up again after three and a half days.


	 	 Perhaps we’re confused by the half day added,


	 	 	 after all, Jesus was raised on the third day,


	 	 	 	 why wouldn’t his followers resemble that?


John is holding to the Jesus resurrection


	 by referencing the three,
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	 	 but by adding the half day 


	 	 	 we are left with half of seven.


	 	 	 	 Death is defeated before 


	 	 	 	 	 it could be considered complete.


The end of this vision has a great earthquake


	 and we’re told a tenth of the city fell;


	 	 seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake,


	 	 	 and the rest were terrified and gave glory  

to the God of heaven. (v.13).


Now it’s very subtle 


	 but this is a very gracious and hopeful verse.


Remember, John is steeped in the Old Testament:


• Isaiah 6:13: God will save one-tenth, nine-tenths will fall. 

Revelation 11:13 only one-tenth falls. 


• Amos 5:3: God says a city of one thousand will have one 

hundred left; and a city of 100 will have 10 left — one-tenth 

saved, nine-tenths fall.  

Revelation 11:13: one-tenth falls. John says nine-tenths are 
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saved, only one-tenth falls. Revelation 11:13: seven thousand 

die. 


• 1 Kings 19:18: Elijah bemoans the fact that only seven thousand 

are left. Revelation 11:13: John says only seven thousand die, 

and sixty-three thousand are left!  

“Do you see what Jesus has shown John? He has reversed the arithmetic. 

Not one-tenth saved, nine-tenths destroyed; but nine-tenths are saved! 

Not seven thousand left and the rest lost; but sixty-three thousand are 

saved! All of this reversal is due to the faithful witness of the witnesses.” 
13

And unlike the ending of chapter 9,


	 we hear that true repentance has taken place!


	 	 The unbelieving have realized


	 	 	 that the ugliness of sin that’s manifested in the plagues


	 	 	 	 is not what life is meant to be like,


	 	 	 	 	 but Jesus brings us hope and new life


	 	 	 	 	 	 and shows us a new way to live!


When the Church witnesses


	 to reality as it really is — perceiving what our 


 (Johnson, 208-209).13
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	 	 unaided senses can’t detect on their own —


	 	 	 lives are changed!


Because of this,


	 the seventh trumpet is blown


	 	 and we hear the glorious words 


	 	 	 of Handel’s Messiah, the Hallelujah Chorus, 


	 	 	 	 ring out into the cosmos:


The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of 

his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever. (v. 15).


 

These chapters help us see  

how an unbelieving world  

might come to believe in Jesus.


If God’s judgment is letting humanity go its own way 


	 (no matter the consequences) 


	 	 then the Church’s role in the face of that judgment 


	 	 	 is to be Prophets & Witnesses of Life 


	 	 	 	 no matter what type of response 


	 	 	 	 	 we might get in return. 


We are called to proclaim God’s inspired word.
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	 Not with arrogance or motivated by the need to be right.


	 	 But shared in order to bring clarity about reality as it truly is.


	 	 	 To help people see that things are not as they seem.


	 	 	 	 Prophesy is meant to help people see God clearly


	 	 	 	 	 and not be used as a weapon.


We are called to bear witness.


	 In the cosmic courtroom


	 	 it is Jesus who is on trial,


	 	 	 and we are called to testify 


	 	 	 	 whether or not He is who everyone says He is.


And the more we live into these vocations 


	 the more we’ll realize that nothing else in our lives


	 	 matters nearly as much as these.


The call to prophesy (proclaim God inspired words)


	 and witness (testify to the Truth of Jesus) 


is better than life!


	 	 	 Because this calling changes people’s lives. 


	 	 	 	 This calling makes a difference in the world


	 	 	 	 	 and helps others see reality clearly.
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Look! Pay attention! The Lion of the Tribe of Judah has conquered!


	 Pay attention! The Lamb is seated on the throne!


	 	 Pay attention! The ugliness of sin won’t satisfy,


	 	 	 but God can raise the dead!


	 	 	 	 Give glory to God!


The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of 

his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever. Let’s Pray.


