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Call to Order
Opening Prayer
Appointment of Recording Secretary
Approval of Minutes of 2019 Meeting

• Business Arising from the Minutes
Approval of Minutes of June 30, 2019 Congregational Meeting

• Business Arising from the Minutes
Approval of Printed Reports

• Session
• Sunday School
• Nursery
• Vacation Bible School
• Parents ‘N Tots
• Family Breakfast Ministry
• Library and Book Club
• Women’s Missionary Society
• Choir
• Sanctuary Flowers
• Prayer Chain
• Envelope Giving
• Board of Managers

Acceptance of Financial Statements for 2018
Auditor’s Report
New Business

• Discussion and Approval of 2019 Budget
• Nominations and Elections of Elders

Recognition of Trustees
Notes of Appreciation
Adjournment
Closing Prayer

For where two or 

three are 

gathered in my 

name, there am I 

among them.” 

Matthew 18:20



Pastor’s Foreward

I’ve been reflecting on this last year and stand amazed at everything God has done. 

Throughout 2019-2020 we have seen much more involvement in Sunday services (from people 

reading, elders providing leadership, musical offerings, lively kids time), various Bible studies 

(like our Lent series exploring Jonah and the Sunday morning Bible study), coffee before and 

after the service, birthday cake Sundays, new elders, welcoming new members, baptisms, 

we’ve said goodbye to old friends and we’ve welcomed new friends into our church family. 

There is a lot for which we can praise God.

I keep coming back to the parable of the Good Samaritan, and Jesus’ call to Love God and 

Love Neighbour, and to do so in a radical way (a way that no one would expect). We are 

called to live the kind of love that can forgive and care for an enemy when the rest of the 

world would simply walk on by. 

But I realized in our previous explorations of this parable a lot of focus was put on how we can 

love. Recently I was reminded that the ability to love radically first comes out of an awareness 

of how radically loved we are by God. The ability to love our enemies flows out of the 

knowledge that we are so utterly and completely loved by a holy God that passing that love 

on is the only possible response. We are Radically Loved by God, so that we might Love 

Radically.

The Apostle Paul writes, “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person…but God shows his love for us in that 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Rom 5:6-8). God’s love is so radical that He acted 

before humanity could “have it all figured it out.” This is why John writes, “See what great love 

the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!” (1John 3:1). This 

gracious, lavish love of God comes before anything we can do. Salvation does not depend on 

what we can say or do but completely on what God first has done in Jesus. 

As we read on in this Annual Report, I pray that through each report we will see just how 

Radically Loved we are by God. As we read, may we realize the grace of God and how He 

has been with us. May we rejoice in how much God has richly blessed us and continues to do 

so. And as we come to realize how radically we are loved (when we know it deep into our 

bones),

the Spirit enables us to love radically all the more, as a response to God’s goodness. This is the 

freedom for which God made us. This is the love that grabs hold of us and refuses to leave us 

where we are. This is the love that transforms lives, churches, neighbourhoods, cities and 

nations. 

So as we look to 2020 may the radically loving ministry of Strathcona Park Presbyterian Church 

be rooted in the Radical Love that God has for each of us.

Thanks be to God and our Lord Jesus Christ!

Pastor Curtis
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Minutes of 2019 Annual Meeting

March 24, 2019

Strathcona Park Presbyterian Church

Annual Congregational Meeting

Pastor Curtis Wilson (Moderator) called the meeting to order at 12:43 pm and opened with prayer.  

27 members and adherents were in attendance.

Appointment of Recording Secretary:
Janet Lee moved to appoint Amanda Ross-White as recording secretary.  Seconded by Lynda 

Colgan.  Carried.

Adoption of Agenda:
Keith Morphet moved to adopt the agenda.  Seconded by Lynda Colgan.  Carried.

Approval of the Minutes of the 2018 Annual Meeting and the minutes of the June 3, 2018 

Congregational Meeting:  
Jenny Raymond moved to adopt the 2018 Annual Meeting minutes and the minutes of the June 3, 

2018 Congregational Meeting. Seconded by Eileen.   Carried.

Business Arising from the Meeting

Update to the Congregation from Presbytery about the health and dental benefits. Due to 

unintended complications, the 51-49% split for the shared call was not going to be feasible. Action: 

Follow up with Rev. Gary Morton about the overture to General Assembly proposed in last year’s 

meeting.

Adoption of 2018 Annual Reports:
Margaret Duncan moved to adopt the 2018 Annual Reports in their entirety with the addition of 

the oral report about the Parents and Tots group delivered by Pastor Curtis Wilson.  Seconded by 

Sheila Quenneville.  Carried.  Pastor Curtis Wilson thanked all the ministries of Strathcona Park for 

their work.

Adoption of the 2018 Financial Statements:

Linda Ross reported on a challenging financial year. A correction on page 44: the Memorial Fund 

had an opening balance of $4,358.65. This meant that the total closing balance of all funds on 

December 31, 2018 was $10,471.04. Linda explained the challenges that happen when Bill Pearce 

passed away suddenly. Janet Lee, Linda Ross and Michaela Vandyke are sharing financial duties.  

Simon Schaap moved to adopt the 2018 Financial Statements.  Seconded by Lynda Colgan.  

Carried.



Minutes of 2019 Annual Meeting
(continued)

7

Auditor’s Report for 2018:
Lynda Colgan thanked Janet Lee, Linda Ross and Michaela Vandyke for their work on bringing the 

financial reports together through a challenging time. Having a clear and easy to read financial 

report is very helpful for auditing. Lynda Colgan reported that no discrepancies were found in the 

accounting of the 2018.  Lynda Colgan moved to accept the Auditor’s Report.  Seconded by 

France Spence. Carried.

New Business

Adoption of the 2019 Budget:
Janet Lee reviewed the 2019 budget.  On December 31, 2018 we had a balance of approximately 

$7,500 in our chequing account. Ron Justus asked whether the congregation should consider 

having a part-time ministry. The losses have grown through the past 3-4 years and this year we are 

proposing a deficit of nearly $24,000. Amanda Ross-White suggested the creation of a fundraising 

committee to help minimize the deficit. Janet Lee moved that the 2019 budget be adopted as 

presented.  Seconded by Lynda Colgan.  Carried. 

Nominations and Elections of Elders
Ballots have been distributed and will be counted at the end of the meeting.

Nominations and Elections of Board of Managers
Michaela Vandyke and Keith Morphet need to be re-elected to the Board of Managers as their 

three-year term is up. Lynda Colgan moved and France Spence seconded. 

Appointment of Auditor:
Michaela Vandyke moved that Lynda Colgan be appointed as auditor for 2019.  Seconded by 

Linda Ross.  Carried.

Pastor Curtis Wilson thanked the trustees Campbell Pearce, Amanda Ross-White and Frank 

Vandyke for their service this year. The finance committee of Janet Lee, Linda Ross and Michaela 

Vandyke were thanked for stepping up when Bill Pearce became ill and passed away suddenly. 

Janet Lee also thanks Michaela Vandyke for all her work in keeping everything running smoothly. 

Thanks to Genevieve Hudson for her work in revitalizing our choir and music ministry.

Simon Schaap moved to adjourn the meeting at 1:50pm.

Pastor Curtis Wilson closed in prayer.



Minutes of Congregational Meeting
June 30, 2019
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The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. Elaine Wilson. There were 17 members/adherents in 

attendance.

1. Appointment of Recording Secretary

Janet Lee moved and Keith Morphet seconded that Amanda Ross-White by recording secretary.

2. Adoption of Agenda

Genevieve Hudson moved and Sheila Quenneville seconded the agenda be adopted as written.

3. Finance Committee Update and Recommendation

Michaela Vandyke reported on the current givings statements. We are currently on track to make our 

budget estimations for 2019. Linda Ross reported on expenses. All bills are currently up to date and 

paid. Bob Smith asked about the decline in loose offerings. Linda Ross and Michaela Vandyke 

clarified that this was due to merging of categories, as this is now reported as part of regular offerings. 

Recommendation: to release up to $12,000 of the manse fund as necessary to cover operating 

expenses and to repay when possible (within ten years).

Simon Schaap asked for clarification about last year’s request for monies from the manse fund. Linda 

Ross and Michaela Vandyke answered that while we had requested that money from the manse 

fund last year, we ended up not using it. The request is mostly due to cash flow concerns, rather than 

an inability to pay our bills. For example, the PAR money comes in on the 20th of the month, but 

payroll deductions are due on the 15th, so many months there is a shortage of funds for those five 

days. The recommendation to release the funds will ensure things are not tight for the summer 

months.

Janet Lee moved and Linda Ross seconded the recommendation.

Motion carried.

4. Pastor’s Update on Parental Leave

Rev. Curtis Wilson updated the congregation with parental leave plans. Curtis’ parental leave is to 

have 8 weeks off beginning when the baby is born. Recognizing that this will be a challenge, the 

plan is to have 1-2 pulpit supply (rather than 8 different people) to keep some consistency. Also to 

ensure connection, there will be biweekly newsletters to the congregation to keep everyone up to 

date.

After the initial 8 weeks, Curtis will be returning as full time, covering Elaine’s maternity leave.

Janet Lee moved to adjourn and Rev. Elaine closed in 

prayer. 



Session
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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.”  Proverbs 3:5-6

How do we avoid leaning on our own understanding.  We spend time reading the Bible because 

“his word is light for my feet and a light for my path” (Psalm 119:105).  We spend time in prayer 

because the “Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth” (Psalm 145:18).

The Presbyterian Church of Canada has sent out two remits in 2019 dealing with a deeply 

contentious issue within the denomination.  The elders are wrestling with how to move forward; 

where is God leading us through scripture and prayer?  Would allowing for two pathways lead us to 

fulfilling the mission of our church to love God, love others and love radically?  Where is God calling 

us?

The Lord continues to be good to Strathcona Park.  The year-end financial position is considerably 

better than what was budgeted and Presbytery has given access to additional Manse Fund with 

the submission of a mission plan.  We come to the Lord in prayer to lead and guide us in discerning 

what ministries and activities are part of his will for Strathcona Park. 

Pastor Curtis and Pastor Elaine continue to preach, teach and lead us forward to build and extend 

the church through love for God and each other.  On September 11 they were blessed with the 

arrival of a health baby girl who they named Calea.  The Pastors decided with Session’s blessing 

that Pastor Elaine would take an extended parental leave until March 2021 and that Pastor Curtis 

would take an 8-week parental leave following Calea’s arrival and return to a full-time position.  

The Pastors arranged for pulpit supply and the elders filled in where it was needed during the 

maternity and parental leave.

Session was blessed with the addition of four new elders.  Jenny Raymond, Amanda Ross-White, 

Genevieve Hudson and TJ Skulstad accepted the call to be elders in the spring and were 

subsequently elected by the congregation.  Session started 2019 with four ruling elders, Marg 

Duncan, Lynda Colgan, Ron Smith (on leave until Feb 20, 2020) and Janet Lee and two teaching 

elders (our Pastors).  Ron Smith ceased to be an elder upon the removal of his membership 

certificate in March and Marg Duncan resigned as an active elder in June.



Session
(continued)
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Session is grateful for the Strathcona Park congregation.  Members and adherents share their God 

given gifts and contribute generously financially towards the church and to various community 

organizations.  All members and adherents make up this body of believers and we are so thankful 

that the Lord has blessed us with each and every one so that His name might be glorified.  

We continue to be blessed by Genevieve’s music ministry.  The Choir leads us in singing during 

Sunday services.  Genevieve encourages the congregation to share their musical talents and gifts.

We are thankful for Michaela Vandyke and the Board of Managers who ensure that the church 

building is well maintained and who look after the day-to-day operations of the church; including 

church space and rentals.  We are thankful for Margaret Abbott who keeps the church looking 

clean, the Finance Committee and the Trustees who look after the church funds and finances.

The Parent and Tot group under Heather Paton’s leadership meets on Wednesday mornings and is 

a blessing to new parents and tots in the congregation as well as in the surrounding community.

Shirley Andrews continue to faithfully organize a list of Sunday greeters every month.  Session is so 

very appreciative for her continued service and dedication to this important role.  We are thankful 

for Jenny Raymond who ensures that there are always flowers in the sanctuary.   We are thankful 

for Lara Freeman’s leadership in starting a Bible Study before the Sunday service and for TJ who 

looks after the refreshments.  We are thankful for the prayer chain who, faithfully prays for the 

congregation and needs in the congregation.  We are thankful for Amanda’s work in maintaining 

the church library and organizing the book club.

We are blessed with Michaela Vandyke’s continued VBS leadership and all who volunteer to make 

this ministry happen.  We are blessed with Danielle McIntosh’s leadership in Sunday School and 

Amanda Ross-White’s leadership in the Nursery and all the volunteers who help out in these 

ministries.  

We are thankful for the Family Breakfast ministry and TJ’s leadership in this ministry to try something 

new in organizing a breakfast at the church before a Sunday service.

A Fundraising Committee was formed under the leadership of Amanda Ross-White to not only help 

generate some additional funds but also to help create a greater presence in the community and 

to invite others into our church space.



Session
(continued)
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The congregation mourned the passing of member Bill Corbett on February 4, member Audrey 

Bradford on May 23 and member Marion Rae on September 19, 2019.  

We were saddened at the passing of Marlene Cassim’s husband, Dr. Cassim on March 9, 2019.  

Margery and Ron Smith were given their membership certificates at their request and Gail Cheer 

requested that hers be transferred to Old St. Andrews, Colborne.  One member was removed with 

the revision of the roll.  Our membership at the end of 2019 was 61.

The memberships of Genevieve Hudson, TJ Skulstad, Lara Freeman, Linda Ross, David Hudson, Eric 

and Lorrie Cosens were accepted by transfer and the memberships of Edna and Alan Blondel and 

Bonney Morris-Pocock were accepted by special resolution.  Session is thankful that they have 

made Strathcona Park their church home and we pray that their faith and love for the Lord will 

continue to grow and be nurtured with us.

Kirk Session was able to meet 9 times for scheduled meetings during the year.  The Session fund at 

the end of 2019 contained $143.75.

The Leading with Care Committee work remained on hold in 2019 due to other demands.  Police 

Record Checks are required of elders, anyone working with children (Nursery, Sunday School 

teachers, VBS volunteers etc.) and pastoral care visitors.  An application process for these positions 

has been put in place.

Please keep Session in your prayers that we may have the mindset of Christ, one of a humble 

servant, where God’s love and the love for others is bold and radical as we continue to seek His will 

for SPPC.  

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 

God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the 

form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.  And being found in human form, he humbled 

himself, by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” Philippians 2:5-8

Respectfully submitted,  in Christ’s Service,

Janet Lee, Clerk of Session



Sunday School
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Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 15 Truly, I say to 

you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 16 And he took them in his 

arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them. Mark 10:14-16

The Lord has richly blessed us, and we are so very grateful for all the children that come to the 

Sunday School and for the opportunity to share God’s love with them.  This year we have been 

blessed with the addition of children to our Sunday School.  We are so thankful for the prayers and 

support of the congregation for this ministry. 

At the start of 2019, the children learned about God sending Jesus to tell us about God and Jesus 

showing us God’s power.  In the spring, they learned how knowing Jesus changes your heart and 

life.  In the fall, the focus was on family including Jesus’ family. Every year the stories of Easter and 

Christmas and the stories leading up to them are taught.  A lesson typically includes listening to a 

singing a song, Bible story, doing an activity or a game, learning a memory verse with words and 

sign language, watching a short three-minute video that complements the Bible story and a 

healthy snack.  The Sunday School continues to run throughout the year with a two month break in 

the summer, a three week break at Christmas and some additional long weekends during the year 

when families tend to travel.  The Sunday School leaders met twice, once in January and once in 

September for planning.  

The lessons are from “Deep Blue Bible Adventures” published by United Methodist Publishing House.  

It is a comprehensive Bible Study covering the whole Bible over a three-year period.   The Early 

Elementary and Upper Elementary curriculum was used until this fall.  We have changed to the 

One Room curriculum to accommodate the varying ages of our children more effectively.  We 

continue to include a take-home page with that week’s Bible story and a copy of a family 

devotional to be used at home to promote a greater connection between home and Sunday 

School.

I am so grateful that the Lord has blessed us with helpers for this ministry.   In particular, thank you 

to: Michaela and Janet who helped to teach during the Sunday morning services;  Janet for her 

continued help and support while I am learning the responsibilities as the coordinator; Michaela 

who organized the painting of the Thanksgiving bags for the Food Bank donation; Janet who 

organized the making of the Christmas cards for the shut-ins; Margaret who keeps the room clean 

week-to-week and empties the garbage; the prayer chain who prays for the teachers, children 

and the Sunday School; Pastor Curtis and Amanda who lead the “Children’s Time” and 

singing during the worship service. To the children who come and the parents who bring t

hem every week and who entrust us with their care.



Sunday School
(continued)
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The Sunday School organized a Baby Bottle Campaign in support of the Kingston Pregnancy Care 

Centre.  The fundraiser started the week before Mother's Day when the baby bottles were handed 

out and ended on Father’s Day when the bottles were collected.  Thank you to everyone who took 

home a bottle and collected change to support this fundraiser.

In June, the Sunday School hosted a Family Luncheon.  We are grateful that the congregation 

joined us for the celebration and also for providing food and support for the event itself.

In the fall the children painted Thanksgiving bags and shared them with the congregation to 

collect food items in support of the Partners in Mission Food Bank.  Thank you to the congregation 

who support this fundraiser and returned the bags filled with food.

Christmas gifts (books) were given to the children in December.

The children’s offerings collected in 2019 totaled $195.01 and will be used to support the Pianarosa

family through SIM.   The Activity Bins remain available for children during the Sunday the service 

and are available in the back of the Sanctuary.  

Finances

Revenues/Assets
Bank Account Dec 31, 2018 $1470.61

Income
Children Offerings (2019) $195.01 

Sunday School Donations $300.00

Total Income plus $512.55

Expenses

Christmas Book Expense 2018 $227.14
(covered with an anonymous donation – thank you!)

Children’s Offering 2018 $202.55

(Donation to Lily’s Place)

Total Expenses less $526.67

Total Income + Balance $1438.91

Respectfully Submitted,

Danielle McIntosh

.



Nursery & 
Vacation Bible School
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The Nursery has benefitted from both new babies and new volunteers! A wonderful welcome 

to Calea Wilson, who fills our room with joy. Many thanks to our volunteers Lara Freeman, TJ 

Skulstad-Brown, Deanna Van Dyke, Elizabeth Lee, Elaine Wilson and Curtis Wilson. Thanks also to the 

Sunday School teachers who help us out during school breaks as well. Our children appreciate the 

effort.

Respectfully submitted,

Amanda Ross-White

Vacation Bible School was held on July 2 – 4th, 2019 from 9 – 11:45am.  As a result of online 

Registration, spaces were filled by the end of May.  Children in attendance came from the 

immediate neighbourhood, the greater Kingston area and most of the children from our own 

church attended.  The Curriculum used was from Group Publishing and the theme was “Roar – Life 

is Wild. God is good.” We do not charge a Registration Fee for VBS, instead we ask for a donation 

of non-perishable food items for the Partner in Mission Food Bank.  

As always, the Congregation was extremely generous in both Financial Donations and the 

contribution of food and supplies.  During Vacation Bible School, we teach God’s word through 

Music, Bible, Crafts, Outdoor Play, Snacks and Cinema.

Each year, our church hosts a VBS Community Hotdog BBQ, which is always well attended by 

parents, grandparents and caregivers.  A highlight of our BBQ this year, was that each child was 

able to make a Tie- Dye T-shirt to take home.  Everyone also enjoyed a Loonie Shake from Reid’s 

Dairy.

On the first day of VBS, children are sent home with a CD of VBS music and on the final day, 

children are given a copy of a New Testament chapter and accompanying children’s devotional 

which is donated by a member of the Congregation.  

I would like to thank the VBS volunteers for the excellent work they do. Thanks to their efforts, 

prayers and God’s grace, our church is now known for its outstanding VBS program.  

This year, VBS will be held from June 30th to July 3rd from 9 – 11:45am.  The theme this year is “Rocky 

Railway – Jesus’ power pulls us through.”  Many volunteers will be required.  Please 

consider joining the VBS team and helping in this important outreach Ministry.

Respectfully submitted,

Michaela Vandyke



Parents ‘N Tots
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A massive thank you to the Rev. Heather Paton who organized the Wednesday Parents ’N 

Tots group this year. This is a drop-in ministry and Heather is there faithfully each week to 

welcome whoever comes through our doors. 

We are excited to have our group grow this year to a consistent core group of 4-6 children 

but have had as many as 9-10, depending on the week. Out of these 10 children, 7 are not 

affiliated with our church, but most of them live in the immediate neighbourhood and walk 

over. 

Not only do the children get a chance to play together, occasionally doing a craft, and 

enjoy singing during circle time, but the parents who come (6-7) have found this group to be 

a great support. Friendships have flourished from this group over coffee, tea, snacks and 

sharing life together. If you know of any parents and young children who would benefit from 

this ministry, please spread the word and let them know they are most welcome to join 

whenever convenient.

Respectfully submitted,

Elaine & Curtis Wilson

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for 

to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.”Matthew 19:14



Library and Book Club
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In the past year we’ve continued to add newer titles with a goal of modernizing our book 

collections. Thanks to donations, purchases and used book sales, we’ve been able to add many 

new titles and move towards more books by women authors. The emphasis is always on books that 

will appeal to all, not overly scholarly titles. Recommendations for purchase and donations are 

always welcome.

You can also see a complete list of titles in our catalogue: 

https://www.librarything.com/catalog/StrathconaParkPC

New Titles Purchased This Year (a selection)

• Searching for Sunday by Rachel Held Evans (2015)

• Making Sense of God: An Invitation to the Skeptical by Timothy Keller (2016)

• How to Pray: The Best of John Wesley on Prayer (2008)

• The Dude Abides: The Gospel According to the Coen Brothers by Cathleen Falsani (2009)

• No Longer Missing: Compelling True Stories from the Salvation Army's Missing Persons Ministry by 

Judith Brown (2009)

• Not Your White Jesus: Following a Radical, Refugee Messiah by Sheri Faye Rosendahl (2018)

• More than Enough: Living Abundantly in a Culture of Excess by Lee Hull Moses (2016) 

The Book Club meets on the first Sunday of the month, taking a break in summer. Members choose 

the books that they wish to read, or ones they have already read that have impacted their faith. 

We have been advertising the group through The Kingstonist’s events page, an online community 

for Kingston as well as on Facebook. Because the meetings are stand alone, anyone is welcome 

and encouraged to come and suggest books for the group discussion. Book clubs are often a 

great mechanism for inviting friends to church who may be intimidated by Sunday morning 

worship, so please consider inviting your friends!

Respectfully submitted,

Amanda Ross-White

https://www.librarything.com/catalog/StrathconaParkPC
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The Strathcona Park Presbyterian Church’s Family Breakfast met on the third Saturday morning of 

the month at Ramekin’s Restaurant for the first half of the year and was organized by Simon 

Schaap until his retirement in June.  We are thankful for Simon’s leadership in this ministry over the 

last few years.  

In September, TJ Skulstad organized a Family Breakfast at the church before the service.  A number 

of people came out to help with this activity.  A delicious breakfast with served with lots of choices 

and there was even an option to sit inside or outside!  It was a wonderful time of fellowship and a 

blessing for those all those who attended and we are looking forward to the next Family Breakfast 

at the church.  Generous donations received covered the cost of expenses.  A large griddle was 

donated anonymously to the church this winter. We are grateful for this gift and excited that we 

can use it in preparing future meals at the church. 

In October, November and December a Family Breakfast was arranged by Janet Lee at Ramekins 

on a Saturday morning at 9:30am.  6-12 people attended for fellowship and a good breakfast.  It is 

also a wonderful opportunity to get to know each other a little better.

Respectfully Submitted,

TJ Skulstad and Janet Lee



Women’s Missionary Society
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Since 2012 the WMS have a combined membership of 7 from St. Andrew's Church and 4 from 

Strathcona Park Church and our meetings this year were held at Strathcona Park Church. There 

were seven meetings, January to June with a special meeting called in September. Our June 

meeting was proceeded by a pot luck lunch at the home of Audrie and Bruce Cossar. We thank 

them for their hospitality again this year. We said goodbye to Beverley Gellatly who moved to 

Burlington in February.

The meetings began with a devotion, followed by a program/mission study or guest speaker, 

concluding with tea and refreshments. Each meeting Louise Axford had a thoughtful devotion on 

love and service and how God loves us and hears our prayers no matter how small or foolish they 

may seem. The Easter devotional was taken from the Glad Tidings magazine. Lottie Sutherland, 

program convenor brought the message of forgiveness and kindness. She compared planting a 

garden to us planting seeds for good and it's up to us to use our talents for a blessing. In our mission 

study we heard that many women in Malawi have become farmers. Their men travel for work so 

the women learn to farm in order to feed their families. This is dry country so the Presbyterian 

Church in Canada have partnered with "CARD" (Church in Action in Relief and Development) to 

teach irrigation and about solar power. In May we were pleased to have Lucie Howell, Canadian 

Director of Mustard Seed come and show slides and talk about her latest visit overseas. We even 

saw a picture of the student we support. On May 4th several of our members attended the Spring 

Rally held at St. John's Presbyterian Church, Joyceville.

In August we were informed that due to the high cost of printing and postage, the Glad Tidings 

magazine would end with the November/December issue. We were saddened by this news as 

over the years we have used material from this magazine for our mission studies and devotions.

During the year we contributed to the national WMS and continued to support a student through 

Mustard Seed. We also gave financially to the special project, Flora House in Winnipeg. Locally we 

supported Dawn House and Interval House with items they were happy to receive.

Cards were sent out during the year - get well, sympathy, thinking of you, Easter and Thanksgiving.

Our September meeting day was cancelled as there were not enough people well enough or able 

to attend. The next day, September 17th, an open meeting was arranged for those able to attend 

to discuss our situation and where we should go from here. The meeting began with a scripture 

reading and prayer followed by a general discussion on how to continue with no one to take on 

key positions. Faced with illness and age and no new members a unanimous decision was made 

that with regret it was time to disband. We then discussed finances. After some discussion it was 



Women’s Missionary Society
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decided that the total proceeds of the GIC's and The Mary Rummell Trust Fund be divided equally 

between Mustard Seed and the Cariboo Presbyterian Church in British Columbia. For many years 

the WMS have sponsored a student through Mustard Seed and from time to time we have given 

support to the Cariboo Presbyterian Church c/o Rev. Shannon Bell-Wyminga.

St. Andrew's Session is to be advised of our decision as well as the Kingston Presbyterial and 

Strathcona Park Church.

At the November 24th service at St. Andrew's Church words of Thanksgiving for the work of the 

WMS was given by the Rev. Andrew Johnston.

Respectfully submitted by

Helen Ledford, Secretary
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Genevieve has managed to keep us on our toes again this year, with lively tunes and 

syncopated rhythms!

Soloists have been Colleen Cosens, Eric Cosens, Angela Richard, Celia Russell, and 

Pastor Elaine Wilson.

Additional instrumentalists have been Lorrie Cosens (penny whistle and claves), Eric 

Cosens (alto saxophone), Genevieve Hudson (flute) and Angela Richards (guitar).

Mary Cassidy and Godfrey Fisher have filled in at the organ, in Genevieve's absence. 

In the summer some of us, with extra help from the congregation, formed a hand 

bell/boom whacker ensemble; that was lots of fun!! Those taking part were Colleen 

Cosens, Tim Lee and Amanda Ross-White on the boom whackers, with Lorrie 

Cosens, Genevieve Hudson, Janet Lee and me on the hand bells.

With so many of the regular choir members away on Christmas Eve, luckily 

Genevieve had invited some extras to take part in a unique arrangement of the 

beautiful anthem, "Mary Did You Know?" The guest singers were Colleen, Amanda 

and Pastor Elaine.

Amos 6:5 You strum away on your harps like David and improvise on musical 

instruments. 

Respectfully submitted 

Eileen van der Zwan
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I wish to thank all the members of the church who  looked  after the flowers and plants while I was 

away on vacation in 2019. Fresh flowers were  donated or placed in the sanctuary several times 

last year and as a result, several members of the congregation received flowers. These were;

Jean Bresee Lois Latimer

Bob and Lottie Sutherland Yvette Ross

Cut flowers  were also taken to Rideaucrest by Mary Cassidy for the residents to enjoy.

I mention this every year, but everyone I visit is so pleased with the flowers which give me the 

opportunity to have a special visit. I feel this is an important part of our ministry.

The total amount in the flower fund on December 31st  2019 was $223.36.This comprised of $13.36, 

the cash I have on hand to purchase plants for the church and $210.00 held by the finance 

committee.

For comparison, the balance of cash on hand the previous December was $51.94 and the 

treasurer had $210.00 to bring the total amount in the flower fund to $261.94 .  

Respectfully submitted,

Jenny Raymond
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Throughout the year, a small group has operated a prayer chain, recognizing that we are part of a 

larger group, namely the congregation. 

If special prayers are required, do not hesitate to call Margaret Abbott or Shirley McDonald.

Pray for each other so that you may be healed.James 5:16

Respectfully submitted

Margaret Abbott
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Our fundraising committee has got off to an exciting start. From our first meeting in the spring, we 

set a plan for holding three events per year, starting with our first annual Garage Sale. Keith 

Morphet, Lottie Sutherland, France Spence and Linda Ross helped kick off the planning, and many 

other members of the congregation pitched in as needed. It was a great success, raising over 

$2000 for the church and engaging the community with who we are and what we do. Critical to 

our fundraising is not just that we raise money, but that we are a visible presence in the Strathcona

Park neighbourhood, and the city of Kingston as a whole. Neighbours both donated items for sale 

and came to purchase, were able to meet us and learn more about us and enjoy delicious baked 

treats. Given the success, we hope to repeat the sale next September.

As part of the lead up to Christmas, we had a cookie exchange, which raised over $300 for the 

church. While this was an enjoyable and tasty fundraiser, we will need to consider how best to use 

this as an opportunity for both fundraising and outreach in future. Ideally, our fundraising is not just 

about raising money, but also about letting others know about who we are and what we do.

Coming up, we are planning a spring event. 

Respectfully submitted,

Amanda Ross-White
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The Computer Counting Program (Donarius) which was purchased in 2018, continues to be an 

excellent tool for tracking and organizing offerings in addition to producing updates and tax 

receipts.  I wish to thank Keith Morphet, Janet Lee, Lorrie Cosens, Lara Freeman, Tim Lee, Margaret 

Duncan and Simon Schaap who regularly donate their time to count the offering following 

services.  

We are always in need of additional Counters and the more Counters we have the less the burden 

for all.  If you are able to donate 20 -30 minutes following the church service every 4- 6 weeks, 

please consider volunteering as a Counter.  Computer skills are not required.

*PAR (Pre-authorized Remittance)

**Includes Envelopes, PAR & Visitors

*** Loose:  Donated cash, no donor information

**** Visitors with Contact Information for Tax Receipt

Respectfully Submitted

Michaela Vandyke

1 Peter 4:10 – “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another as 

good stewards of God’s varied grace.”
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The Board of Managers is comprised of four members who include Simon Schaap, Sheila 

Quenneville, Keith Morphet and myself.  Keith Morphet holds the position of Recording Secretary 

and I hold the position of Chairperson.  

Throughout the course of the 2019 year, the following projects were undertaken:
• Jennifer Payne began her rental of the Fellowship Hall & Sunday School room for exercise classes in 

early January.  This generated approximately $6000.00 in revenue.

• The furnace was given its annual maintenance and cleaning by Reins Heating & Air Conditioning.

• Carpets in the Fellowship Hall, Nursery and Sunday School room were steam cleaned.

• The church lawn was fertilized with environmentally friendly lawn fertilizer.

• The Cerebral Palsy donation bin was removed due to safety concerns.

• The parking lot was sealed and lines repainted.

• A keyboard was donated for use by Genevieve for choir practices.

• Some roof leakage occurred in the Sanctuary.  The roof was still under warranty and was sealed by 

the Contractor without cost.

• The Church sign was repaired by Simon.

• Narthex heaters were not functioning by the end of Winter.  Two new thermostats were installed in 

the Narthex by Oosterhof electric to remedy the problem.

• The Doorbell was broken and was replaced by Michaela.

• Leaf Raking was done by Board members and volunteers.

• Three additional mailboxes were installed by Simon outside the Fellowship Hall.

• A Grab Bar was installed at the bottom of the stairs to the basement.

• A Christmas Tree was purchased for the Sanctuary.

Thank you to the many members of the Congregation for their hard work helping to maintain our 

church facility.  In particular, I would like to express my gratitude to the following people: Margaret 

Abbott who continues to keep the church clean and organized; Roger Carkner who came out to 

help the Board decorate the Christmas tree and take it down; Simon and Elly Schaap who are 

always available to clean the church or make a repair; Keith Morphet who continues to provide 

invaluable advice and support; Janet Lee who takes care of the Flower Garden.  It always looks 

beautiful!; TJ Skulstad, Liv Skulstad who came out to help rake leaves; and, Sheila Quenneville who 

is always on hand to help out with projects.

After many years of service, many members of the Board are resigning including myself.   I would 

like to thank them for their support, diligence and hard work.  It has been a privilege to work with 

such a dedicated team.

Repectfully submitted

Michaela Vandyke
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Our mission statement “Love God, Love Others, Love Radically” is based on the Parable of the Good Samaritan.  It 

was the Samaritan who had compassion on the stripped and beaten man.  

“He went to him and he bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine.  Then he set him on his own animal and 

brought him to an inn and took care of him.  And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 

innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’”  

Luke 10:34-35

The Good Samaritan attended to the beaten man’s physical wounds but he also shared of his financial gifts so that 

the innkeeper would continue to look after him.  

The Strathcona Park congregation has certainly shared their financial gifts and although, the year ended in a net loss 

of $4,438.45; this was significantly better than the $24,568.24 that was forecasted in the 2019 budget.  The reasons for 

this include income from fundraising and rent, a CPP reimbursement and decreased payroll expenses related to 

maternity/parental leave.

On the revenue side of the income statement designated offerings included offerings through the blue envelopes to 

Presbyterian Sharing and Dawn House and a very small amount to Salvation Army relating to the Christmas Hampers.  

To help cover the net loss for the year approximately $2700 was used from the Manse Fund and $625 was transferred 

from the Memorial Fund.

The 2020 budget is a realistic budget based on actual figures and based on 2019 amounts.  A $18,600 deficit budget 

is projected.  An overture approved by Session to Presbytery has been sent to General Assembly by Presbytery with 

approval to address the expense of the second health and dental premium.  The recommended allocation for 

Presbyterian Sharing in 2020 is $9606.  Session approved a recommendation to accept an allocation of a $1000.   

We are encouraged by the growth in congregant numbers in 2019 and that there has been an increase in total 

revenue of about $10,000 compared to 2018.  The Finance Committee is grateful for the commitment and efforts of 

the Board of Managers at keeping church maintenance and operational expenses to a minimum and also their 

coordination at making rental income a reality.  The Fundraising Committee is also thanked for their hard work to 

organize a successful rummage sale and cookie sale.   Thank you to the congregation who gives generously and 

cheerfully to Strathcona Park so that the Lord’s work may continue in the city of Kingston.

The Presbytery has provided Strathcona Park access to an additional $33,000 in Manse Funds over the next three 

years should they be needed upon the completion of a three-year mission plan for the congregation.

We are aware of the difficult decision that General Assembly is faced with in 2020 but we continue to trust and 

depend on the Lord through these challenges.  We find comfort and hope in these words “cast all our anxieties on 

him, because he cares for us” (1 Peter 5:7) and “we know that for those who love God all things work together for 

good, for those who are called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).

Linda Ross, Michaela Vandyke and Janet Lee
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Strathcona Park Church (Kingston, ON) is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in
Canada, which flows out of the Reformed stream of theology within the Christian faith.
There are a lot of emphases to following Jesus within the realm of Christianity, but bottom
line we believe the Bible is the infallible Word of God; that Jesus Christ is God’s Son who
(though sinless) took upon the sins of the world, died by crucifixion, and rose from the
dead; that God expands His grace into the world, calling each of us back into a
relationship with Him where we find real, eternal, Life; that Jesus continues this work of
expanding grace through His Church and equips them to do so with His Holy Spirit.


